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Projekta merki Project objectives
Izstradat un publicét Natura 2000 teritoriju aizsardzibas un apsaimnieko$anas Development and publication of National Conservation and Manage-
nacionalo programmu Latvijai. ment Programme for Natura 2000 sites in Latvia.

- L . L ) L. N . Development and publication of comprehensive Guidelines for the
Izstradat un publicét vadlinijas, lai piedavatu vienotu pieeju ES nozimes aizsar- management and conservation of coastal, inland dune, freshwater,
gajamo biotopu saglabasanai valst. grassland, heath, mire, forest, rock outcrop habitats.

Celt sabiedribas vides apzinu — informéjot par dabas aizsardzibas pasakumiem, Raising public environmental awareness — by providing information on
nature protection measures, |nV0|V|ng people in nature restoration

iesaistot biotopu atjauno$anas un saglabasanas darbos, skaidrojot ekologisko and conservation works, and explaining the role of ecological
procesu lomu dzivotnu un sugu aizsardziba. processes for the conservation of habitats and species.
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Projekta galvenie uzdevumi un ricibas

Latvija sastopami 59 no Padomes Direktivas par dabisko dzivotnu,
savvalas faunas un floras aizsardzibu | pielikuma minétajiem saus-
zemes biotopu veidiem. Zinojuma par biotopu un sugu stavokli Lat-
vija (2007-2012. gadam) konstatéts, ka tikai 11% Eiropas Savienibas
nozimes biotopu veidu un 28% sugu atrodas labveéliga aizsardzibas
stavokli. Lidz ar to valsti bija radusies aktta nepiecieSamiba rikoties,
bet lai to daritu, bija jaizverté situacija un japiedava ricibas program-
ma, kur, ko un kada veida prioritari darit, lai, ieguldot lidzeklus biotopu
apsaimnieko$anai un atjaunosanai, iegatu labakus rezultatus. NAT-
PROGRAMME projektam tika izvirziti sekojosi uzdevumi.

| Izstradat un publicét Natura 2000 teritoriju nacionalo aizsardzi-

bas un apsaimniekoSanas programmu.

e Apkopot un izvértét biotopu apsaimnieko$anas pasakumus, kas
veikti Natura 2000 teritorijas Latvija.

e |zvertét biotopu aizsardzibas stavokli un ta atbilstibu Natura 2000
teritoriju dabas véertibam.

e Organizet pieredzes apmainas braucienus uz citu valstu dabas
aizsardzibas nozares organizacijam, lai iepazitos ar citu valstu
pieredzi biotopu saglabasana.

DABAS LIEGUMI

Main tasks and actions of the project

In Latvia there are 59 terrestrial habitat types which are mentioned in the Annex
| of Council Directive on the protection of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.
According to the report on the protection status for species and habitats in Latvia (for the
period from 2007 to 2012) the protection status of only 11% of the EU protected habitat
types and 28% of the species in Latvia can be assessed as favourable. There is an urgent
need for action in the country. What to start with? First of all, the situation needs to be
evaluated and a program of action has to be developed — where, what and how to act
first, in order to get the best results from the resources invested in the management and
restoration of habitats.

The following tasks were identified for the NAT-PROGRAMME project.

1. Development and publication of National Conservation and Management Programme
for Natura 2000 sites in Latvia.

e Data collection and assessment of habitat management measures taken in Natura
2000 territories in Latvia.

Evaluation of habitat conservation status and its compliance with nature values in
Natura 2000 territories.

Exchange trips to nature conservation organizations in other countries in order to
take benefit from their experience in habitat conservation.

Il Izstradat un publicét apsaimniekosanas un aizsardzibas vadli-
nijas piekrastes, saldidens, zalaju, virsaju, krimaju, purvu, mezu,
iezu atsegumu un alu biotopu grupam.

e \eikt aizsargajamo biotopu eksperimentalus apsaimniekoSanas
darbus katra no biotopu grupam, lai daba parbauditu dazadas
metodes un izvertétu to efektivitati.

e Organizét darba grupu sanaksmes apsaimnieko$anas un
aizsardzibas vadliniju izstradei visam biotopu grupam.

e Analizét un papildinat Natura 2000 biotopu kartéjumu 2014-2020
planosanas perioda Lauku attistibas programmas konteksta un
integrét projekta iegutos datus vienotaja dabas datu parvaldibas
sistéma «0zols».

e Sagatavot un izvietot informacijas stendus par eksperimentali
veiktajiem biotopu apsaimnieko$anas pasakumiem Natura 2000
teritorijas.

Il Organizét informativus seminarus un apmacibas valsts un pas-
valdibas iestazu un nevalstisko organizaciju parstavjiem, dabas
aizsardzibas specialistiem, vietéjiem uzpnémeéjiem, zemes ipasnie-
kiem un citiem interesentiem.

1l. Development and publication of comprehensive Guidelines for the management and
conservation of coastal, inland dune, freshwater, grassland, heath, mire, forest, rock
outcrop habitats.

e Experimental habitat management works in every habitat group, in order to test
various methods and to test their efficiency.

Working group meetings for the development of management and conservation
guidelines for all habitat groups.

Analysis and supplementation of habitat maps for Natura 2000 territories in

the context of the Rural Development Programme (planning period 2014-2020);
integration of the obtained data in nature data management system «0zols».
Preparation and establishment of information boards containing information on
experimental habitat management measures in Natura 2000 territories.

1ll. Organization of informative seminars and training for representatives of state
and local government institutions, non-governmental organizations, environmental
protection specialists, local entrepreneurs, land owners and other interested parties.
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Projekta galvenie pasakumi un rezultati

Izstradata Natura 2000 teritoriju nacionala aizsardzibas un apsaimniekosanas prog-
ramma (turpmak Natura 2000 programma) ir ricibas plans, kas 326 sauszemes Natura
2000 tikla ieklautajam ipasi aizsargajamam dabas teritorijam Latvija nosaka, ko, kurun
cik lielas platibas darit, lai saglabatu dabas vértibas, mazinatu negativas ietekmes un
novérstu sugu un biotopu izzusanas riskus.

Latvija ir dominéjusi dabas veértibu atjaunos$anas un apsaimniekosanas projekti, kas kon-
centréjas uz vienas vai nedaudzu problému risinasanu konkrétas teritorijas, nevéertéjot cik
tas ir nozimigas Latvijas vai Eiropas Savienibas méroga. Natura 2000 programma piedava
plasaku analizi — ta izvirza biotopu apsaimnieko$anas prioritates valsts méroga, nosaka
nepiecieSsamas darbibas katra Natura 2000 teritorija un, paredzot ricibu izmaksas, palidz
ieguldit finanséjumu ta, lai batu iespéjami liels labums dabas vértibu saglabasana.
Daudzam Natura 2000 teritorijam nav dabas aizsardzibas planu, tadé| Natura 2000 prog-
ramma ir vienigais dokuments, kas, izvertéjot teritorijas, nosaka galvenas prioritates
biologisko vértibu saglabasanai valsti. Programmu izstradaja NAT-PROGRAMME projekta
ekspertu grupa. Pirmo reizi Latvija visas Natura 2000 dabas teritorijas tika vértétas vien-
laicigi no visu biotopu grupu (jtras piekraste un virsaji; saldtdeni; zalaji; purvi; atsegumi
un alas; mezi) specialistu viedok|a.

Analizgjot informaciju par biotopu izplatibu Natura 2000 teritorijas, piecas Natura 2000
teritorijas tika veikta biotopu inventarizacija un kartéSana. Dabas liegumu (Bejas mezs;
Brienamais purvs; Gargrodes purvs un Mezole) teritorijas ES nozimes biotopu platibu
Ipatsvars bija apjomigs, salidzinot ar aizsargajamo ainavu apvidu "AugSdaugava”. Tur,
kartgéjot zalaju biotopus, konstatéja, ka tikai neliela dala atbilst ES nozimes aizsargaja-
miem biotopiem, apliecinot zalaju slikto stavokli Latvija.

Izstradatas "Vadlinijas aizsargajamo biotopu apsaimniekosanai un atjaunosanai
Latvija" sesos séjumos apkopo jaunakas zinatniskas atzinas un labako pieejamo pie-
redzi ES nozimes aizsargajamo biotopu apsaimnieko$ana:

e Pigjara, smiltaji un virsaji

® Upes un ezeri

® Dabiskas plavas un ganibas
® Purvi, avoti un avoksnaji

e |ezu atsegumi un alas

® Mezi

Vadliniju izstrade bija atvérts process — ikviens varéja
iesaistities darba grupas, sekot vadliniju izstrades gaitai un
dalities ar savu pieredzi. Vadliniju izstrades dalibnieki tikas
darba grupu sanaksmeés, izbraukumos daba, apskatot prob-
lémsituacijas, diskutéjot par biotopu kvalitates stavokli, par
ietekmém un risinajumiem stavokla uzlabosanai.

The development of guidelines was an open process —
everyone had the opportunity to participate in working
groups, to follow the development of guidelines and share
the experiences. The participants in the development of the
guidelines met in working group meetings, field excursions,
evaluating the problem situations, discussing the status of
the habitat quality, the impacts and possible solutions for
improving the situation.

Main activities and results of the project

A National Conservation and Management Programme for Natura 2000 territories was
developed (hereinafter Natura 2000 Programme). This is an action plan that identifies
necessary activities (measures, sites, areas) in 326 terrestrial Natura 2000 territories
in Latvia, in order to conserve nature values, reduce negative impacts and prevent the
risk of species and habitats disappearing.

So far, most of the nature conservation and management projects in Latvia have been
focusing on solving one or few problems in certain areas, but without evaluating how
important they are at the national or European Union level. The Natura 2000 Programme
offers a wider analysis — it sets national-level priorities for the management of habitats
and defines the necessary actions in every Natura 2000 territory. It also provides costs
for implementation of measures, therefore helping to invest funding to maximize the be-
nefits of conservation of nature values.

Currently there are no management plans for several Natura 2000 territories. Therefore
Natura 2000 Programme is the only document where all the territories are evaluated, and
the main priorities for biodiversity conservation in the country are set. The Programme was
developed by the NAT-PROGRAMME project expert group. For the first time Natura 2000
territories were evaluated by the experts of all habitat groups (sea coast and heaths;

freshwaters; grasslands; mires; outcrops and caves; forests) at the same time.
Information on habitat distribution in Natura 2000 territories was analyzed; in five Natura
2000 territories habitats were mapped and inventoried. The proportion of area occupied
by EU protected habitats was high in nature reserves (Bejas mezs, Brienamais purvs,
Gargrodes purvs, Mezole) if compared to Augsdaugava Protected Landscape Area. Here
only a part of grassland habitats corresponded to EU protected habitats, confirming the
bad condition of semi-natural grasslands in Latvia.

"Guidelines for the Management and Restoration of Protected Habitats in Latvia" were
developed. In six volumes, the latest scientific knowledge and the best available
experience in the management of EU protected habitats was summarized:

e Coastal, inland dunes and heaths
e Rivers and lakes

e Semi-natural grasslands

® Mires and springs

e Qutcrops and caves

e Forests



Vadlinijas piejuras, smiltaju un virsaju aizsargajamo
biotopu saglabasanai.

Piekrastes biotopi Latvija ir saistiti ar tagadéjo Baltijas
jaras krastu, un to saglabasana galvenais priekSnosa-
cljums ir dabisko procesu nodrosinasanai. Vadlinijas liela
vériba veltita geologisko apstaklu raksturojumam, kas
nosaka $is grupas biotopu veidoSanos un saglabasa-
nos. Savukart, tadu biotopu ka pelékas kapas un virsaji
pastavésanu ir nodrosinajusi cilvéku saimnieciska darbi-
ba, kas musdienas izzud, radot izaicinajumus kapu bio-
topu saglabasanai nakotné.

Piekrastes biotopu apsaimniekoSanas eksperimentalo
metozu galvenais mérkis bija noteikt ka mazinat peléko
kapu aizaugsanu (biotopi 2130%; 2140%*) un invazivo sugu
(konkréti, krokainas rozes) izplatiSanos pelékajas kapas.
Peléko kapu atjaunosanu veica dabas liegumos "Uzava",
"Ziemupe" un dabas parka "Pape”, kopa 13 ha platiba.

Guidelines for the Conservation of EU Protected
Habitat Types of Coastal, Inland Dune and Heath
Habitats.

Coastal habitats in Latvia are associated with the modern coast of the
Baltic Sea, and provision of natural processes is the main precondition
of their conservation. Considerable attention in the guidelines is devoted
to the characteristics of the geological conditions that determine the
formation and conservation of the habitats of this group. At the same
time, the existence of habitats such as grey dunes and heaths has been
ensured by people's economic activities which nowadays are disconti-
nued, thereby creating challenges for the conservation of these habitats
in future.

The main objective of the experimental management of coastal habitats
was to determine how to reduce the overgrowth of grey dunes (habitat
types 2130%*, 2140%) and the spread of invasive species (in particular,
Rosa rugosa) in grey dunes. The restoration of dunes was carried out in
UZava and Ziemupe Nature Reserves and Pape Nature Park, in an area
of 13 hectares.
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Vadliniju autori upju un ezeru aizsargajamo biotopu saglabasanai
iepazistina mas ne tikai ar saldidenu izmantoSanas un aizsardzibas
vésturi, to lielo nozimi cilveka dzive, bet ari skaidro ezeru un upju, ka
atklatas ekosistémas lomu. Sajas vadlinijas tiek piedavats vienots
skatijums uz Gdenstilpi ka atvertu un dinamisku ekosistéemu, kura
notiek vielu parnese, uzkrasanas un atbrivoSanas, ka arl dzivo un
mijiedarbojas daudz organismu. Gramata piedava dazadas metodes,
ka samazinat ezeru noveco$anas atrumu, parbaroSanu ar organis-
kajam vielam, ka uzturét dzivotnes, kas piemérotas tdens organis-
miem, ar kuriem barojas zivis un putni. Vadlinijas ieklauti ieteikumi
upju straujtecu saglabasanai un atjaunosanai.

Eksperimentalas apsaimniekoSanas metodes ir izmeéginatas trijas
Natura 2000 teritorijas, upés ar biotopu veidu (3260), kas ir apdrau-
déts eitrofikacijas, parliekas aizaug$anas un sanesu dél. Udensaugu
aizauguma samazinasanaunizvaksananotikadabaslieguma"Ventas
ieleja", dabas parkos "Salacas ieleja" un "Bauska", kopa 4 ha platiba.
Sis upes ir nozimigas lagveidigajam zivim.

Guidelines for the Conservation of EU Protected River and Lake Habitats introduce us
with the history of the use and protection of freshwaters, their contribution in human
life, as well as explain their role as an open ecosystem. The book provides a joint view of
the aquatic ecosystem as a medium which is transferring, storing and breaking down
substances, as well as a living environment for mutually interacting aquatic organisms.
The guidelines include recommendations for the conservation and restoration of natural
river reaches and riffles.

Experimental management methods have been tested in three Natura 2000 territo-
ries — in river reaches corresponding to habitat type 3260. This habitat is threatened
due to eutrophication, excessive overgrowth and sedimentation. Reduction and removal
of macrophyte overgrowth was carried out in Ventas ieleja Nature Reserve, Salacas
ieleja and Bauska Nature Parks (total area 4 hectares). These rivers are important for
salmonid fish.
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Vadliniju dabisko plavu un ganibu saglabasanai Latvija
meérkis ir palidzét zalaju apsaimniekotajiem iegut informaci-
ju par labako pieredzi zalaju biologiskas daudzveidibas at-
jaunosana un uzturésana. Ir secinats, ka biologiski vértigo
zalaju kvalitate Latvija pasliktinas, un lielakoties, tas notiek
nepareizas apsaimnieko$sanas un zinasanu trakuma dél.
Vadlinijas piedavatas dabisko plavu un ganibu atjauno$anas
un uzturéSanas metodes, izvertéta to ektivitate, ir apraksti-
tas praktiskas ricibas darbu veikSanai, ka ar citi lietderigi
noradijumi. Vadlinijas ir ieklauti pielikumi, kas palidz noteikt
zalajiem raksturigas augu un putnu sugas, novertét plavu vai
ganibu stavokli un pienemt lemumu — ko darit un ar ko sakt.

Zalaji neapsaimniekoSanas dél aizaug ar kramiem, kokiem,
samazinas to platibas, un Sis izmainas atst3j loti negativu
ietekmi uz daudzam augu, putnu un bezmugurkaulnieku
sugam. Lai ieteiktu labakas zalaju atjaunoSanas metodes,
dazas no tam parbauditas praksé, veicot biotopu apsaim-
niekoSanas metozu eksperimentalus testus Gaujas Nacio-
nalaja parka, dabas lieguma "Ances purvi un mezi" un aiz-
sargajamo ainavu apvidd "Augsdaugava" seviSku uzmanibu
pievérsot loti retajajiem smiltaju zalajiem (biotopi 6120%;
6210). Savukart dabas lieguma "Dvietes paliene” tika parbau-
dita palienu zalaja (6450) atjauno$ana. Eksperimentos kopa
11,7 ha platiba izmantotas lidz §im mazak zinamas vai pat
Latvija nekad neizmantotas metodes, pieméram, novértgjot
zalaju atjaunosanos péc koku aizauguma novaksanas, cinu
frézésanas, péc mezactku rakumu izlidzinasanas, lai izver-
tétu So panémienu pielietojumu un sekmes.

The aim of the Guidelines for the Con-
servation of Semi-natural Grasslands in
Latvia is to provide information for grass-
land managers on the best practices forthe
restoration and maintenance of grassland
biodiversity. The quality of semi-natural
grasslands in Latvia is deteriorating.
This is largely due to inappropriate ma-
nagement and lack of knowledge. The
guidelines describe various methods of
restoration and maintenance of semi-
natural meadows and pastures, compare
their effectiveness, and describe the prac-
tical actions. The annexes to the guidelines
help determine grassland bird and plant
species, evaluate the particular grassland
and decide on the necessary management
measures.

Due to lack of management, grasslands
overgrow with shrubs and trees, and
their area is decreasing. Many plant, bird
and invertebrate species are adversely
affected by these changes. In order to
recommend the best grassland resto-
ration methods, experimental manage-
ment was carried out in Gauja National
Park, Ances purvi un mezi Nature Reserve
and Augsdaugava Protected Landscape
Area. Particular attention was paid to dry
semi-natural grasslands (habitat types
6120%*; 6210). The restoration of alluvial
grasslands (6450) was tested in Dvietes
paliene Nature Reserve. In an area of 11.7
hectares, less-known or even never used
methods in Latvia were tested. For exam-
ple, the grassland recovery was examined
after removal of trees, after shredding of
tussocks and anthills, after smoothing
of wild boar rootings.
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Latvija pédéjos divdesmit gados ir uzkrajusies
liela pieredze augsto purvu un to hidrologiska
rezima atjauno$ana, bet gandriz nemaz nav
pieredzes zaJu purvu un avoksnaju saglaba-
Sana. Vadlinijas purvu aizsargajamo biotopu
saglabasanai Latvija ir apkopota pieredze un
sniegti ieteikumi ES nozimes purvu biotopu
daudzveidibas saglabasana, izvéloties gan la-
bakas apsaimniekosanas metodes, gan nemot
VEra pieejamos resursus, un ari sugu un bioto-
pu prioritaras vajadzibas. Vadlinijas ieteiktas ari
metodes ka atjaunot izstradatos purvus un kar-
jerus — ta klastot par nozimigu padomdeveju un
rokasgramatu ari kidras nozaré stradajosiem.

Lai ieteiktu atbilstoSas apsaimniekoSanas me-
todes zalu purvu un avoksnaju biotopu (7210%;
7230; 7160) uzlaboSanai, projekta ietvaros tika
veikti eksperimentali apsaimniekosanas darbi
Gaujas, Kemeru un Sliteres Nacionalajos parkos,
kopa 9,8 ha platiba.

In the past twenty years, Latvia has gained a solid of expe-
rience in the restoration of raised bogs and their hydrology;
the experience in conservation of fens and springfens is con-
siderably smaller. This experience is summarized in the Guide-
lines for the Conservation of Mire and Spring Habitats in
Latvia. Recommendations are provided on the choice of best
management methods, taking into account the available re-
sources, as well as the priority needs of species and habitats.
The guidelines also recommend methods for the restoration of
extracted peatlands, therefore becoming an important advisor
and guide for those working in the peat industry.

In order to recommend appropriate management methods for
restoration and maintenance of fens and spring-fens (habi-
tat types 7210%; 7230; 7160), experimental management was
carried out in Gauja, Kemeri and Slitere National Parks (in an
area of 9.8 hectares).



Alas attistibas process smilsakmens iezi.

Vadlinijas iezu atsegumu un alu aizsargajamo biotopu saglabasanai
uzsveérts, ka Saja biotopu grupa galvenais ir nodrosinat neiejauksa-
nos dabiskajos procesos un noverst nelabvéligas ietekmes. Latvijas
alas ir nelielas, bet tam ir svariga loma siksparnu dzives cikla. Vasara
tur izvietojas siksparnu auklkolonijas, bet ziema — Latvija ziemojosSie
siksparni. Sie biotopi ir |oti reti Latvijas un Eiropas Savienibas liment.

Daudzas alas ir iecienitas ari ka tarisma objekti, tadé| to aizsardzibai
ir nepiecieSsama aktiva riciba. NAT-PROGRAMME projekta ietvaros tika
izméginata metode, ka [idzsvarot gan aizsargajamo sugu vajadzibas,
gan apmeklétaju velmi piekldt alam. Tapéc Kalgjalai (biotops 8310),
kas ir nozimiga siksparnu ziemo$anas vieta Gaujas Nacionalaja parka,
projekta ietvaros izveidoja vienkarsu norobezojumu un pie ta infor-
mativu stendu, kas apmeklétajus gan izglito, gan bridina, kapéc alu
nevajag apmeklét. Papildus tika izveidotas kapnes uz augstak esoso
niSu smilsakmens siena (biotops 8220), ko neapdzivo siksparni, bet
kas apmeklétajiem ir interesantaka un sniedz pieredzi alai lidzigu vei-
dojumu izbaudisana.

The Guidelines for the Conservation of Outcrop and Cave Habitats emphasize that the
main objective for this habitat group is to ensure undisturbed natural processes and to
prevent adverse impacts. The caves in Latvia are small, but they are important for bats;
there are bat maternity colonies in summer and hibernating bats in winter. These habitats
are very rare both in Latvia and in the European Union.

Many caves are popular tourist attractions, so active action is necessary for their protec-
tion. Within the framework of the NAT-PROGRAMME project, methods were tested with aim
to balance the needs of protected species and the desire of visitors to access the caves.
At Kalgjala Cave (habitat type 8310), which is an important bat hibernation site in Gauja Na-
tional Park, simple restricting barriers were established, as well as information board that
educates visitors and informs why the cave should not be visited. In addition, a staircase
was constructed to a cavity in sandstone wall (habitat type 8220) which is located higher
than Kaléjala Cave. It is not inhibited by bats but is more interesting for visitors and gives
experience in enjoying cave-like formations.



Vadlinijas meza aizsargajamo biotopu saglabasa-
nai ieklauj gan visparigas zinas par mezu attistibu,
to izmantosanu, aizsardzibas vésturi Latvija, gan par
galvenajiem meza biologisko daudzveidibu ietek-
méjosiem faktoriem. Visi dabiskie un daléji dabiskie
mezu biotopi ir reti Eiropas Savieniba un parklaj relati-
vi mazas platibas. Dabiskos, neskartos mezos labaka
metode ir neiejauksanas, bet misdienas mezi par-
svara ir ietekméti nosusinasanas, sadrumstaloSanas
un neatbilstoSas apsaimniekoSanas dél. Vadlinijas ir
doti dazadi ieteikumi meza biologiskas vértibas sa-
glabasanai — gan panémieni, kas atdarina dabiskos
procesus (pieméram, uguns ietekmi), gan metodes,
kas atjauno meza ekologisko kvalitati péc nosusina-
Sanas, bagatinasanas ar baribas vielam, péc dabisko
meza struktdru trakuma un citu faktoru ietekmes.

Meza biotopu eksperimentali apsaimniekoSanas
panémieni projekta ietvaros tika izméginati Latvija
|oti reti sastopamo ozolu mezu (biotops 9160) atjau-
nosanai dabas lieguma "Panemdines mezi" un tikpat
reto osu mezu (biotops 9060) apsaimniekoSanai
Raznas Nacionalaja parka — kopa 4 ha platiba. Mérkis
bija radit piemérotus apstaklus platlapju atjaunosa-
nai pirmaja gadijuma un gaismas milosu sugu atjau-
nosanos — otraja gadijuma, parauglaukumos izvacot
otra stava egli, kraimus.

Guidelines for the Conservation of Protected Forest Habitats
include both general information on the development of forests,
their use, protection history in Latvia, and the main factors influen-
cing their biodiversity. All protected forest habitats are rare in the
European Union and cover relatively small areas. Non-interference is
the best management in biologically valuable, almost uninfluenced
forests. Nowadays forests are often affected by drainage, fragmen-
tation and inappropriate management, and their biological value is
lowered. The guidelines provide various recommendations for forest
biodiversity conservation — both techniques that imitate natural
processes (such as prescribed burning) and methods that help to
restore the forest ecological quality after drainage, eutrophication,
removal of natural structures and other adverse impacts.

The experimental management was carried out in oak forests
(habitat type 9160, very rare in Latvia) in Panemane Nature Reser-
ve and in also very rare forests on glaciofluvial eskers (habitat type
9060) in Razna National Park, in an area of 4 hectares. Picea abies
and shrubs were removed from subcanopy and advance growth.
The aim was to create conditions suitable for regeneration of broad-
leaved species (first experiment) and light-loving species (second
experiment).

Augsa: Péc ozolu audzu
atjaunosanas dabas
lieguma "Panemines
meZi".

Projekta laika tika apgata arf
arvalstu pieredze dazadu
biotopu apsaimniekosana.
Guta pieredze un sniegta
ari Latvijas prakse biotopu
apsaimniekosana —
Austrija, Cehija, Danija,
Igaunija, Niderlandé, Polija,
Rumanija, Somija, Vacija un
Zviedrija.

During the project, best
practices and experience
was exchanged and shared
with other countries —
Austria, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, the
Netherlands, Poland,
Romania, Finland, Germany,
and Sweden.



Biotopu atjaunosanas dazas

darbibas ne reti ir vienkarsas,

paveicamas talku veida, tikai
nepieciesams sistematisks
un regulars darbs.

With the help of voluntary
work events (talkas) it is
possible to accomplish
important habitat
management works and
to create a positive public
attitude towards active
nature conservation.

Sabiedribas informésana
un pieredzes apmaina

Batiska loma projekta pievérsta sabied-
ribas vides apzinas celSanai, plasakai
iesaistei dabas vértibu saglabasana un
ekologisko procesu izpratné. Noorgani-
z6ti vairak ka 65 seminari, kuros plasa
auditorija iepazistinata ar dazadiem da-
bas saglabasanas un biotopu atjauno-
Sanas aspektiem.

NAT-PROGRAMME projekta gaita, izman-
tojot gan arvalstis, gan Latvija ieguto
pieredzi un praksi, kopuma tika iesaistiti
vairak ka 1500 cilveku — valsts un pas-
valdibu iestazu un nevalstisko organiza-
ciju parstavji, dabas aizsardzibas spe-
cialisti, vides eksperti, Lauku atbalsta
dienesta darbinieki, vietgjie uznéemeji,
zemes Tpasnieki un vietéjo pasvaldibu
iedzivotaji.

Public information and exchange of
experience

A large part of the project activities are devoted
to raising environmental awareness, wider
public involvement in nature conservation and
understanding of ecological processes. More than
65 seminars were organized, in which a wide
audience was educated on various aspects of
nature conservation and habitat restoration.

More than 1500 people were involved in various
activities of the NAT-PROGRAMME project —
representatives of state and local government
authorities, non-governmental organizations, nature
conservation professionals, environmental experts,
Rural Support Service employees, local entre-
preneurs, landowners and local residents.
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Project seminars covered a wide range of topics:

December 12, 2014. The role of natural disturbances in forest
development. Riga, University of Latvia.

February 27, 2015. Setting conservation and management priorities for
Natura 2000 sites. Sigulda, Nature Conservation Agency.

August 5, 2015. Glaciofluvial eskers and their associated nature values.
Andrupene, Razna National Park.

April 14-15, 2016. Guidelines for coastal habitats. Ziemupe Nature Reserve.
July 11, 2016. Experience and future challenges of Rural Development
Programme (2014-2020), measure ,Agri-environment and climate”,
sub-measure "Maintaining biodiversity in grasslands”, in a context of EU
protected grassland conservation. Kemeri, Kemeri National Park.

July 12, 2016. Experience and future challenges of Rural Development
Programme (2014-2020), measure ,Agri-environment and climate”,
sub-measure "Maintaining biodiversity in grasslands”, in a context of EU
protected grassland conservation. Bebrene, Dviete Nature Park.

August 2-3, 2016. Experience and future challenges of Rural Development
Programme (2014-2020), measure ,Agri-environment and climate”,
sub-measure "Maintaining biodiversity in grasslands”, in a context of EU
protected grassland conservation. Jaunpiebalaga, Mazvieki.

September 23, 2016. Restoration of mire habitats: practical application of
guidelines. Kemeri National Park and Dzukste.

September 27, 2016. Restoration of mire habitats: practical application of
guidelines. Jumurda, Vérene and Jaunkalsnava.

August 3, 2016. Environmentally friendly drainage. Riga, State
Environmental Service.

November 2, 2016. Smartly managed habitats for the development of
coast in Riga Region. Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional
Development; Piejara Nature Park.

April 27, 2017. Grey dune habitats and their management: knowledge
transfer to the future habitat experts. Uzava Nature Reserve.

June 14, 2017. Nature values, their conservation and management in coast
of Engure municipality. Engure, Engures ezers Nature Park.

August 2-3, 2017. Management of EU protected river and lake habitats in
Latvia. Salacgriva, Svétupe, North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve.

August 16-17, 2017. Management of EU protected river and lake habitats in
Latvia. Dukstigals, Razna National Park.

August 25, 2017. Grassland management practices in AugSdaugava
Protected Landscape Area. Slutiski, Naujene.

December 8, 2017. Results of NAT-PROGRAMME — for the sustainable
conservation of nature values in Latvia. Riga.

Projekta ietvaros sabiedribas informésanai un iesaisti-

Sanai notikusie seminari ieklava daudzveidigu tematiku.

e 04.12.2014. Dabiska traucéjuma loma meza attistiba.
Riga, Latvijas Universitate.

e 27.02.2015. Natura 2000 teritoriju aizsardzibas un

apsaimnieko$anas prioritates un perspektiva. Sigulda.

05.08.2015. Osi un ar tiem saistitas dabas vertibas

mezos. Andrupene, Raznas NP.

14-15.04.2016. Piekrastes biotopu vadlinijas. Dabas

liegums "Ziemupe".

11.07.2016. Lauku attistibas programmas 2014-2020

pasakuma "Agrovide un klimats" apakspasakuma

perspektivas ES nozimes aizsargajamo zalaju biotopu
aizsardzibas konteksta". Kemeri, Kemeru NP.
12.07.2016. Lauku attistibas programmas 2014-2020
pasakuma "Agrovide un klimats"apakSpasakuma

perspektivas ES nozimes aizsargajamo zalaju biotopu
aizsardzibas konteksta". Bebrene, dabas parks "Dvietes
paliene".

2-3.08.2016. Lauku attistibas programmas 2014-2020
pasakuma "Agrovide un klimats" apakspasakuma

perspektivas ES nozimes aizsargajamo zalaju biotopu

aizsardzibas konteksta". Jaunpiebalaga, Mazvieki.

23.09.2016. Purvu biotopu atjaunosana: vadliniju

pielietojums praksé. Kemeru NP un Dzokstes apkartne.

27.09.2016. Purvu biotopu atjauno$ana: vadliniju

pielietojums prakse. Vidzeme — Jumurdas, Vérenes un

Jaunkalsnavas apkartné.

03.08.2016. Videi draudziga melioracija. Riga, Valsts

Vides dienests.

02.11.2016. Gudri apsaimniekoti biotopi Rigas regiona

piekrastes attistibai. VARAM un dabas parks "Piejara” .

27.04.2017. Peléko kapu biotopi un to

apsaimnieko$ana”- zinasanu nodos$ana toposajiem

biotopu ekspertiem. Dabas liegums "Uzava".

14.06.2017. Dabas veértibas, to aizsardziba un

apsaimnieko$ana Engures novada piekrasté. Engure,

dabas parks "Engures ezers".

2-3.08.2017. Eiropas Savienibas aizsargajamo upju un

ezeru biotopu apsaimniekosana Latvija. Salacgriva,

Svéetupe, Zieme|vidzemes Biosféras rezervats.

16-17.08.2017. Eiropas Savienibas upju un ezeru biotopu

apsaimnieko$ana Latvija. Dukstigals, Raznas NP.

e 25.08.2017. Zalaju apsaimnieko$anas praktiskie
panémieni AAA "Augsdaugava". Slutiski, Naujenes
pagasts.

e 08.12.2017. NAT-PROGRAMME rezultati — ilgtspéjigai
dabas vértibu saglabasanai Latvija. Riga.
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In order to increase the general awareness on LIFE
programme project, nine information boards were es-
tablished in seven Natura 2000 territories — in sites
of experimental management. In an easily understan-
dable way, they inform visitors on habitats which are
important for biodiversity conservation in Latvia, their
vulnerability, as well as explain the role of implemen-
ted measures taken in river riffles, fens, forests on
eskers, dry grasslands, grey dunes. They also explain
the development of caves and outcrops and their role
for the protection of protected bats.

Some experimental habitat management sites are
located in Natura 2000 sites which are not popular
tourist destinations, therefore mobile roll-up banners
were established instead of permanent boards. Por-
table information boards are easy to use in thematic
seminars, nature education events and are stationed
in environmental education centers of Nature Conser-
vation Agency.

14

Lai sabiedribu informétu par LIFE programmas projek-
tu un veiktajiem biotopu atjaunoSanas eksperimen-
tiem, septinas Natura 2000 teritorijas biotopu ekspe-
rimentalas apsaimniekoSanas vietas uzstaditi devini
stendi. Tie viegli uztverama veida informé apmekléta-
jus gan par Latvijas biologiskas daudzveidibas sagla-
basanai nozimigiem biotopiem, tos apdraudosSajiem
faktoriem, gan attélo projekta veikto eksperimenta-
lo pasakumu lomu upju straujtecu, zalu purvu, osu
mezu, sauso plavu, peléko kapu biotopu kvalitates
uzlabosana, ka ari skaidro alu un atsegumu veidosa-
nas procesus un to nozimi aizsargajamo siksparnu
saglabasanai.

Dazas eksperimentalas biotopu apsaimniekoSanas
vietas atrodas Natura 2000 teritorijas, kas nav popu-
laras turisma vietas, tapéc izgatavoti mobilie stav-
stendi. Tie attélo mezu, piekrastes, saldidenu, zalaju
un atsegumu biotopu biologiskas vétibas un skaidro
ekologisas kopsakaribas. Stavstendi ir viegli izman-
tojami, organizéejot tematiskus seminarus, dabas iz-
glitibas pasakumus un atrodas Dabas aizsardzibas
Parvaldes dabas izglitibas centros.
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Long-term benefits of the project

The particular value of this project is the long-lasting nature of the
results, which will contribute to nature conservation both in Latvia
and in a wider (in particular, boreal biogeographical) region.

By updating and implementing the priorities set in the Natura 2000
programme and taking into account the recommendations of the
habitat conservation Guidelines:

® The aim of establishing a network of Natura 2000 sites will be
achieved (favourable conservation status for vulnerable habitats
and species across their natural range in Europe); biodiversity
conservation in Latvia will be significantly improved.

® Reduction of habitat fragmentation, preservation of diverse
landscape, and improved conservation status of species and
habitats.

e |t is an important step towards a deeper understanding of
ecosystems and a unified approach to nature conservation in
Latvia by reducing the lack of knowledge.

e |t is expected that nature conservation projects will become
more successful — concerning restoration of habitats and
ecosystems and effective use of funding.

e The climate change mitigation will be facilitated by the
introduction of restoration priorities of wetlands (important
natural carbon sink).

The NAT-PROGRAMME project has facilitated the interest
and involvement of local governments and general public in
conservation and management of river, lake, semi-natural
grassland, coastal and forest habitats.

In order to qualify for rural support payments, owners of biologi-
cally valuable grasslands must undergo training on semi-natural
grasslands (provided by Guidelines developed by NAT-PROGRAMME
project) in accordance with the Rural Development Programme.

The results of the project are also continued and implemented by
participants of the NAT-PROGRAMME workshops and seminars. Parti-
cipants further use the acquired knowledge and practical experience
in the habitat conservation in other projects such as LIFE Programme
project CoHaBit (implemented within the territory of municipalities
of Carnikava and Riga). Various habitat management measures are
planned and implemented in a level of local municipalities (for exam-
ple, Engure municipality and Liepaja city council — at the sea coast;
Kuldiga City Council — for the maintenance of habitats in Venta river).

Protected habitats were experimentally managed in an area of 44.5
hectares. These sites serve as knowledge transfer sites and de-
monstration objects that will help to evaluate the various manage-
ment methods and their efficiency. Landowners, managers, project
implementers can get practical information on how to implement
such activities in other places.

All guidelines issued by the project for the conservation of protec-
ted habitats in Latvia are also available in English as e-books on the
website of the Nature Conservation Agency https://www.daba.gov.lv/
public/eng/publications1/books/habitat_management_guidelines/

Projekta rezultatu ilgtspéja

Si projekta ipadais devums ir rezultatu ilgtspéjiba, kas dos pienesumu dabas vér-
tibu saglabasanai gan Latvija, gan borealaja biogeografiskaja regiona. Aktualizéjot
un ieviesot Natura 2000 programma noteiktas prioritates un nemot véra biotopu
saglabasanas vadliniju ieteikumus:

e Tiks nodrosinats Natura 2000 teritoriju tikla izveidoSanas mérkis un
apnemsanas saglabat biologisko daudzveidibu Latvija.

e Mazinata biotopu fragmentacija, nodrosinata daudzveidigas ainavas
saglabasana, uzlabots sugu un biotopu labvéligais aizsardzibas stavoklis.

e Tas ir solis cela uz ekosistému dzilaku izpratni un vienotu pieeju Latvijas dabas
vertibu saglabasana, noversot zinaSanu un informacijas trakumu.

® Sagaidamas labakas sekmes dabas aizsardzibas projektu ievieSana — biotopu
un ekosistému atjauno$ana, ka ari iespéja efektivak ieguldit lidzek|us.

e Sekméta klimata parmainu mazinasana, ievieSot mitraju — nozimigu dabisko
oglekla uzkrajéju — atjaunosanas prioritates.

NAT-PROGRAMME projekta darbiba ir veicinajusi pasvaldibu un iedzivotaju interesi un iesaistiSanos
upju, ezeru, zalaju, juras piekrastes biotopu aizsardziba un $o teritoriju plano$ana un apsaimniekosana.

Zemkopjiem, kas pretendé uz lauku atbalsta maksajumiem biologiski vértigajos
zalajos, Lauku attistibas plans nosaka obligato zinasanu apguvi zalaju saglabasa-
nas joma, ko piedava projekta izstradatas vadlinijas.

Projekta noturigais rezultats izpauzas ari turpinajuma, ko attista un realizé NAT-
PROGRAMME darba grupu un seminaru dalibnieki, kas ir apguvusi zinaSanas un
praktisko pieredzi biotopu saglabasana, pieméram, LIFE programmas projekts
CoHaBit (Carnikavas pasvaldibas un Rigas pilsétas teritorija). Biotopu atjaunoSanas
dazadas ieceres tiek realizétas ari vietéjo pasvaldibu limeni (Engures pasvaldiba un
Liepajas Dome — juras piekrasté, Kuldigas Dome - Ventas upes uzturéSana) un citu
pasvaldibu aktivitates.

Biotopu apsaimniekoSanas metozu eksperimentalas vietas ir ne tikai uzlabojusas
biotopu stavokli 44,5 ha platiba, bet kalpo ka zinasanu parneses vietas un hiotopu
atjaunoSanas demonstraciju objekti, kas palidzés izvértét metodes un ari metozu
efektivitati. Zemju Tpasnieki, apsaimniekotaji, projektu istenotaji var nodrosinaties

ar praktisku informaciju, ka sadas aktivitates istenot citas vietas.
Visas projektaietvarosizdotas vadlinijas aizsargajamo biotopu saglabasanai Latvija

irlasamas ari ka e-gramatas Dabas aizsardzibas parvaldes majas lapa https://www.
daba.gov.lv/public/lat/publikacijas/gramatas/biotopu_saglabasanas_vadlinijas/
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