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Par autoru

Ruslans Matrozis dzimis 1975. gada, bérniba apmeklgjis Jauno naturalistu pul-
cinu Rigas Skolénu pili, jau 1990. gada iestajies Latvijas Ornitologijas biedriba
un piedalijies zinatniskajas putnu uzskait€s un putnu gredzenosana. 2008. gada
absolvgjis Latvijas Universitates Juridisko fakultati. Autors ir precizs darbos un
padarTta uzskaite: lidz 2020. gadam par putniem nopublicgjis 132 rakstus, 25 gadu
laika masu medijiem sniedzis 294 intervijas, ar referatiem un prezentacijam pie-
dalijies 33 seminaros un konferences (tai skaita Cetras starptautiskajas). Sliteres
Nacionala parka teritorija veicis putnu vérosanu un fotografésanu kops§ 1993.gada,
ar ornitologijas véstures izpéti nodarbojas kops§ 2004. gada, ar referatu par Sliteres
Nacionala parka putnu petijumu vesturi uzstajies «SNP 95. jubilejas konference».

Bit brivam ka putnam!

Ja kaut reizi esi vélejies ta sajusties, tad Sliteres Nacionalais parks ir vieta tev.
Vieta, kur véjs no visam pusem tevi ieskauj, ar smilSu graudiem notrausot ikdienas
puteklus un sarnus. Vieta, kur priezu sveku un jiras salais smards iesviez tevi dabas
dzelmés. Vieta, kur pavasart un rudent, paklaujoties tikai dabas likumiem, notiek
putnu migracija. Nemainigi. Katru gadu. Vakar. Sodien. Rit.

Cilvéki izsenis ir apbrinojusi un mégindjusi izprast un petit dabas procesus,
un putni ir viens no senakajiem vérojumu objektiem, jo vinu uzvedibas zimes miis
bridina gan par vétru jira, gan par agro pavasari vai vélo rudeni. Viens no Sliteres
Nacionala parka izveides merkiem ir saglabat vietu, kur putniem bit tadiem, kadi
tie ir. Biit dabiga netaucéta, tipiska vide. Protams, més neesam atrauti no paréjas
pasaules, un ari Seit més jitam industrializacijas un urbanizdcijas sekas.

Liels prieks, ka beidzot ir tapusi gramata par putniem un cilvekiem. Precizak
biitu teikt par putnu cilveékiem, jo kas biitu putnu pétnieks bez putniem? Un kas biitu
Sliteres Nacionalais parks bez pétnieka? Es zinu atbildi — tikai viena no vairak neka
trissimt ipasi aizsargajamam dabas teritorijam Latvija! Zindsanas ir tas, kas So
vietu piepilda, padara ipasu, unikalu, vértigu un liek vardu Nacionalais rakstit ar
lielo burtu. Miisu pétnieki ir valsts vértiba, lai gan daziem no viniem liktenis ir bijis
ipasi skarbs, liedzot dzivi dzimtene.

Ikviens, kurs ierodas Sliteres Nacionalaja parka un uzzina vai ierauga ko jaunu,
cel $ts vietas vertibu un nozimibu. Més aicinam uz Sliteres Nacionalo parku ikvienu,
kurs ir atverts jaunajam, zinasanam un dabai!

Dace Samite
Dabas aizsardzibas parvaldes
Kurzemes regionalds administrdacijas vaditaja



Putnu vérotaji Kolkasraga pavasart.
Foto: Viadimirs Smislovs.

PutnoSana Sliteres Nacionalaja parka

Pateicoties geografiskajam novietojumam, geomorfologiskajai uzbuvei, ipasajai
libiesu kultiirtelpai, ka arT ierobezotai piekluvei padomju perioda — Ziemelkurzeme
izveidojies unikals, savdabigs un cilvéku maz skarts regions, kura saglabajusies
ievérojama biologiska daudzveidiba. 45 gadus ilgais padomju argjas robezas rezZims
visai negativi ietekmgja viet€jo kultiirtelpu, bet palidzgja saglabat dabiskas dzi-
votnes, dzivniekus un augus. Aizsargajamas dabas teritorijas vecaka dala tika iz-
veidota 1923. gada, izdalot «Sliteres dabas pieminekli» — maz skartu meZa masivu
1 100 ha platiba, kas atrodas Zilo kalnu piekaje, netalu no Dundagas muizas Sliteres
pusmuizas.

1957. gada teritoriju paplasinaja un nosauca par Sliteres Valsts rezervatu, bet
2000. gada 16 414 ha lielo dabas teritoriju pardévéja par Sliteres Nacionalo parku.
1979. gada, kad izveidoja Valsts rezervata administraciju, tika uzsakti sistematiski
ornitofaunas, ka ari atsevisku putnu sugu un grupu ekologijas pétijumi. 1990. gadu
sakuma Sliteres pickrastes teritorija joprojam bija reti apdzivota un tiiristu maz ap-
mekl&ta. Latvijai atgiistot neatkaribu un atcelot padomju stingro caurlaizu rezimu,
daudzi paSmaju un arzemju putnu verotaji atklaja Kolkasraga pavasara putnu
migracijas burvibu. Tas bija lielais atklajumu periods Ziemelkurzemg. Irbes Sau-
ruma tdenos, veicot uzskaites no kuga, ornitologi atklaja jiiras putnu nozimigas
atpltas, baroSanas un ziemosSanas teritorijas ar starptautisku nozimi. Ar laiku, at-
tistoties infrastruktiirai, Slitere ir kluvusi par vienu no iecienitakajiem dabas un

kultirvesturiska tiirisma galamérkiem. ApmekIgtajiem tagad ir dota iesp&ja pabiit
viena no klusakajiem misu zemes regioniem, kur Rigas juras Iicis satiekas ar Irbes
Saurumu: baudit pastaigas, veérot mierigu vai dusmigu jiru un daudzus savvalas
putnus, apdzivojoSus vai migr&josus pari §im regionam.

P&dgjos 40 gados Sliteres Nacionala parka (turpmak teksta Sliteres NP) teritori-
ja uzkrata apjomiga informacija par 270 putnu sugu sastopamibu, skaitu, fenologiju
un ekologiju. Gandriz katru gadu Kolkasraga novéro kadu jaunu, ieprieks teritorija
neredz&tu, putnu sugu. Piemeéram, 2019. gada pirmo reizi Seit noverots klusais kaukis
(Iduna caligata). Atradumu laiks vél nav beidzies! Saja gramata sniegts ieskats par
Sliteres NP putnu faunu, detaliz&tak aprakstitas tipiskas un cilvéku uzmanibu piesais-
tosas sugas, Tsuma izklastits, ka veidojusas zinasanas par vietgjo ornitofaunu laika
no pirmajiem novéroto putnu aprakstiem no XX gs. 20. gadiem lidz 2020. gadam.

Kas zinams par Sliteres putniem no pagatnes?

Lielu impulsu zinatkaro cilvéku interesei par putnu daudzveidibu deva Lielo
geografisko atklajumu laiks XV un XVI gadsimta, kad celotaji publicgja ekspedici-
ju aprakstus par nezinamiem un loti daudzveidigiem floras un faunas parstavjiem.
XVII un XVIII gadsimta celojumu apraksti un dzivnieku zZim&jumi dabas p&tnie-
kiem sniedza impulsu uzsakt mérktiecigu zinu vak$anu, méginot dzivo dabu sa-
grupét un aprakstit plasak. Zviedru zoologs, botanikis un arsts Karlis Linnejs (Car!
von Linne, 1707-1778) pieskira zinatniskos nosaukumus un saka klasificét augus
un dzivniekus, tada veida liekot pamatus binaras nomenklatiiras sist€mai, kuru pét-
nieki ar nelielam izmainam izmanto 1idz $ai dienai.

K. Linneja skolnieks, ridzinieks Jékabs FiSers (Jacob Benjamin Fischer,
1731-1793), Leipciga 1778. gada public€ja zinatnisko darbu—«Vidzemes dabas stas-
ti», kura pirmoreiz dokumentétas muisdienu Latvijas teritorija sastopamas 150 put-
nu sugas. Atseviskam sugam sniegts ar1 Tss apraksts, noradot novérosanas gadu un
vietu. FiSers kartoja, sistematiz€a un papildindja dabaszinatniskas kolekcijas
Himzela muzeja Riga. Izmantojot §1s kolekcijas putnu izbazenus un novérojumu
pierakstus, tapa zinatniskais darbs, kuru uzskata par miisdienu augu un dzivnieku
dabaszinatnisko aprakstu sakumu Latvija. 1787. un 1792. gada pirmos parskatus —
rakstu un gramatu par Kurzemes putniem — publicgja Jelgavas akadémiskas gimnazi-
jas profesors Johans Bézeke (Johann Beseke, 1746—1802), balstoties uz putnu
noveérojumiem un pasa veidoto izbazenu kolekciju, kuru izmantoja dabaszinatnu
stundas. Ari $ajos parskatos autors tikai retumis sniedzis konkrétas geografiskas
vietas (visas no dienvidu Kurzemes). XIX gadsimta otraja pusé ornitologu pub-
likacijas pirmo reizi minéti konkréti sugu noverojumi ar detalizétakiem aprakstiem:



vieta, datums, putnu skaits, novérojuma apstakli un noverotajs. Tikai tad, sakot ar
to laiku, no aprakstiem iesp&jams noteikt novérojumus, attiecinamus uz kadu kon-
kretu vietu.

XIX gadsimta Krievijas impeérijas rietumu provincés — Kurzemé, Vidzeme un
Igaunija — pakapeniski pieauga sabiedribas interese par viet€jo vésturi, kultiiru
un dabu. 1818. gada Jelgava baltvaciesi nodibinaja Kurzemes literatiiras un mak-
slas biedribu (Kurlindische Gesellschaft fiir Literatur und Kunst), kuras izvei-
dotaja muzeja uzkraja arT dabaszinatniskas kolekcijas ar daba ieglitiem dzivnieku
eksponatiem. P&c aprakstiem publikacijas — muzeja putnu kolekcija tika papil-
dinata ar Tpatniem no Jelgavas puses un retumis no talakajiem Kurzemes gubernas
regioniem Ventspils pusé. Kurzemes gubernas parvaldes centrs bija Jelgava, bet
tolaik ar zirgu kariet€m, kuru atrums bija ap 10 km/h, no Ventspils lidz Jelgavai
bija jabrauc 18 stundas. Tapec Jelgavas muzeja bija saméra neliels putnu skaits no
Kurzemes gubernas attalakajiem regioniem, jo interesentiem uz biedribas sapulcém
bija jaméro gars cel$. Zinas par novérotajam putnu sugam parsvara naca no biedri-
bas dalibnieku dzives un medibu vietu apkartném. Ilgakus un talakus braucienus ar
zirgiem var€ja atlauties vien retais. Gadsimta beigas padzilinata interese par dabas
veroSanu radas art baltvacu muizniekiem, kas dabas petijumiem vargja atvelet gan
laiku, gan finansialos resursus: iegadajoties dabas gramatas, iepazistot vietgjo dabu,
celojot un publicgjot novérojumus (galvenokart biedribu vai specializetajos zurnalos
vacu valoda). Vairums no Siem agrinajiem dabas pétniekiem dzivoja Vidzemé, bet
Kurzeme vien dazi. Luteranu macitaji Johans Bitners (Johann Biittner, 1779-1862)
no Zleku ciema un Johans Kavals (Johann Kawall, 1799-1881) no Puzes
ciema ir sava laika izcilakie Kurzemes dabaspétnieki. ArT vini pétijusi parsvara
tuvako apkartni, retos gadijumos izbraucot talak, pieméram, rikojot ekspedicijas
uz Moricsalu Usmas ezera 1846. un 1848. gada. Lidz $im nav izdevies sameklet
konkretus putnu novérojumu pierakstus no tagadgjas Sliteres NP teritorijas, kas
biitu veikti pirms Latvijas valsts nodibinasanas 1918. gada.

Ornitologiskaja bibliografija par Latvijas teritorija novérotiem putniem ap 95%
rakstu, kas publiceti laika posma no 1725. lidz 1920. gadam, ir vacu valoda. ArT lat-
viski izdotas publikacijas prese lielakoties tulkotas no vacu izdevumiem. Gramatas
autoram nav zinams neviens latviesu izcelsmes p&tnieks, kas butu publicgjis rakstus
par putniem pirms 1920. gada.

Pirmas brivvalsts periods (1918-1940)

Ziemelkurzemes regiona salidzinosi tala atraanas vieta un sarezgita sasniedza-
miba bija faktori, kadel Iidz XX gs. 20. gadiem Sliteres un Kolkas vietu nosaukumi
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ornitologu pierakstos neparadijas. Vietgjos baltvacu muizniekus interes€ja medi-
bas, par savvalas putniem vini noverojumus neatstaja. Vietgjie zemnieki (latviesi un
Iibiesi) bija par maz izglitoti, lai prastu uzkrat, saglabat un publicét informaci-
ju par dabas vértibam. Lidz Latvijas valsts nodibinasanai vaciski runajosa in-
teligence bija izveidojusi dabaszinibu biedribas, kuras nelabprat uznéma un lava
darboties izglitotiem viet€jiem zemniekiem. Interesantu ieskatu libieSu zinaSanas
par savvalas putniem ir sniedzis somu valodnieks Lauri Ketunens (Lauri Ke-
ttunen, 1885—-1963), kurs laika posma no 1918. Iidz 1937. gadam rikoja zinatniskas
ekspedicijas uz Kurzemes Iibiesu ciemiem, vacot informaciju lingvistiskajiem péti-
jumiem. 1924.—1925. gada ekspedicija vins pec koléga, magistra Toivo Kaukoranta
ierosmes, kas rakstija disertaciju par putnu nosaukumiem dazadas valodas, veica
Ziemelkurzemes libieSu aptauju, pierakstot vietgjos putnu nosaukumus. Lauri
Ketunens katra zvejniekciema no Kolkas lidz Liiznai meklgja putnu pazingjus,
radot viniem uzzimétus putnus un iztaujajot par nosaukumiem Iibiesu valoda. Pet-
nieka secindjums — putnus pazina gauzam maz cilvéku, vietgjas sievietes neatskira
pat zagatu no varnas, bet viriesi nevaréja nosaukt konkrétus putnu nosaukumus.
Ka iemeslu varétu minét to, ka zvejniekciemu laudim putnu medibu kultiira nebija
attistita, zvejnieki zindja vien jiiras putnu nosaukumus.

Divas desmitgad@s §1s gramatas autors ir apzinajis 12 cilveku atstatas liecibas
par konkrétiem putnu novérojumiem Slitere un tas apkartné (nedaudz arpus Sliteres
NP tagadgjas teritorijas). Pirmais no libiesu dabas p&tniekiem ir bijis OviSos dzimu-
Sais Karlis Princis (1893-1978). Augstako izglitibu vins ieguva Latvijas Universita-
tes (turpmak — LU) Matematikas un dabaszinatnu fakultaté no 1922. lidz 1927. ga-
dam, paraléli macibam stradajot par dabaszinatnu skolotaju Bauska un Dubultos.
Karli Princi vairak interes€ja kukaini, mazak — citi dzivnieki. 1932. gada vins ka
brivpratigais lidzstradnieks iesaistijas Latvijas Ornitologijas centrales (turpmak —
LOC) darba, Ovisu apkartn€ gredzenojot putnus un publicjot gadijuma novéro-
jumus par dazam putnu sugam, piem&ram, par stepes Cipstes (Anthus campestris)
ligzdosanu. Otra pasaules kara gados Karlis Princis stradaja LU par privatdocentu,
vadija divas augstskolas struktiirvienibas — Sistematiskas zoologijas institiitu un
Hidrobiologijas staciju, ka ari pildija direktora pienakumus Rigas Dabas muzeja.
1944. gada oktobr1, begot no kara briesmam, vins ar laivu parcélies no Ventspils uz
Zviedriju, kur stradajis Lundas Universitate, dzimten€ vairs nav atgriezies.

Domajams, ka Ovisos pie K. Prin¢a ir viesojies jaunais pétnieks, aktivs putnu
verotajs un gredzenotajs Juris Pétersons (dzimis Riga 04.02.1921.), par putniem
vins ieinteres€jas jau no 12 gadu vecuma. Vins dzivoja Dubultos, iesp&jams, bijis
pazistams ar vietgjas skolas dabaszinibu skolotaju K. Princi. J. Pétersona t€vs, Zem-
kopibas ministrijas Mezu departamenta direktors Aleksandrs Pétersons (1878—
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1943), atbalstija d€la interesi par putniem. Otra pasaules kara izskana J. P&tersons
diengja vacu SD policija, par centibu tika apbalvots ar 1. Skiras Dzelzs krustu. P&c
kara J. Petersons palika okup@taja Latvija, 1946. gada uzsaka macibas Aizupes
meza tehnikuma, bet 11.06.1948. tika arestéts, notiesats par «dzimtenes nodevibu»
un nositits uz Dzezkazganas nometni Kazahstana. Tur vin$ gaja boja ieslodzito
sacel$anas laika 1954. gada. Par putnu novérojumiem OviSos J. P&tersons zurnala
«Daba un zinatney ir publicgjis divus nelielus rakstus. Vienu — par OviSu jiirmala
22.08.1937. noverotu reti sastopamo brid€jputnu — Saurknabja pusliti (Phalaropus
lobatus), otru — par veikto migréjoso putnu uzskaiti jirmala 04. un 05.04.1939.,
ka pirmais aprakstidams So vietu par lielsku putnu pavasara migracijas vérosanas
punktu.

Puslitis [Phalaropus lobatus (L.)]. So samérad reto miisu jirmalas
joslas caurcelotaju novéroju 1937. g. 22. augustdi Kurzemes piekrasté pie
Ovisiem. Putns tekaléja gar juras malu, parmeklédams izskalojumus., Pie-
ejot uz paris soliem, tas ar paskalu ,téritt” aizlaidas.

XX gs. 20.-30. gados atzits lideris putnu p&tiSana un popularizé$ana Latvija bija
baltvacu dabaspétnieks Nikolajs fon Tranze (Nikolai von Transehe, 1886—1969) —
dzimis Jaunbrengulu ciema, par putniem interes€jies no bérnibas. 1913. gada mai-
ja Tranze ar doktora gradu absolv€ja Leipcigas Universitates Filozofijas fakulta-
ti. Laika no 1920. Iidz 1939. gadam stradaja par pasniedz&ju Latvijas Universi-
tate, 1925. gada nodibinot Latvijas Ornitologijas centrali (LOC) — sabiedrisku
organizaciju, kura darbojusies vairaki simti interesentu, veicot putnu gredzenosanu,
registréjot un publicgjot savvalas putnu fenologiskus un faunistiskus datus.

1939. gada nogalg, baltvacu piespiedu emigracijas laika, N. fon Tranze kopa ar
gimeni parbrauca uz Vacijas okupéto Polijas teritoriju. P&ckara gados vin§ dzivoja
Rietumvacija un tikai 1958. gada véstulu forma atjaunoja sakarus ar Latvijas orni-
tologiem. Nikolajs fon Tranzg 1969. gada miris un apglabats Honerdingena, Vacija.
Ir gadijuma zinas, ka N. fon Tranzg 21.05.1928. ka pirmais pieredzgjusais ornito-
logs apmeklgja Kolkasragu, bet laika, kad putnu aktiva pavasara migracija jau
bija noslégusies. Sis vizites vienigais apliecinajums ir informacija par preparésa-
nai iegitam trim kaiju sugam: sudrabkaiju (Larus argentatus), melnsparnu kaiju
(Larus marinus) un rengu kaiju (Larus fuscus). Vismaz divas reizes N. fon Tranzg
ir apmeklgjis Sliteri: 18.05.1928., atzim&jot eglu krustknabi (Loxia curvirostra),
un 29.04.1929., noveérojot mezirbi (Tetrastes bonasia). Sava gramata par Latvijas
putniem (1965) Tranzg noradija, ka vina riciba ir arT baltvaciesa, putnu noverotaja
Helmuta Bogdanovi¢a (Hellmuth Bogdanowicz, 1911-1943) rokraksts par putnu
migracijas veérosanu pie Irbes (domajams, Irbes griva) 1938. gada. Gramatas teksta
pie divam sugam — melna erickina (Phoenicurus ochruros) un juras kraukla (Phala-
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crocorax carbo) — atziméti H. Bogdanovica novérojumi 29.09.1937. Mazirbé. Kops
1939. gada H.Bogdanovics dzivoja Minheng, Otra pasaules kara gados ir bijis arsts,
gajis boja zemiidene 1943. gada.

1939. gada vasaras beigas Austrumeiropa atziméta kukainu piektina (Falco ves-
pertinus) invazija. N. fon Tranz& apkopoja un publicgja parskatu (1940) par $is
sugas gadijuma novérojumiem visa Latvija. Par $o piekinu novérojumiem posma
no Kolkas Iidz Mazirbei zinoja mezzinis R. Katlaps.

LOC pastavesanas laika (1925-1945) brivpratigie korespondenti no visas
Latvijas aktivi vaca zinas par gajputnu fenologiju — atlidoSanas laikiem pavasa-
ros. Liigums péc informacijas par migréjosiem putniem tika stfits ar uz Finansu
ministrijas Jirniecibas departamenta Hidrografisko dalu. Laika no 1930. lidz
1936. gadam Kolkas bakas uzraugs Riidolfs Freimanis (1888-?) siitTja 1sus parska-
tus par putniem no bakas salas, tajos atzimgjot gadijuma noverojumus par paras-
tam un viegli nosakamam putnu sugam: gulbjiem, dz&rvém, strazdiem u.c. Starp
LOC brivpratigajiem pasivi darbojas divi mezsaimniecibas darbinieki — mezzinis
Voldemars Bérzins no Kolkas mezniecibas «Piekiiniem», kas gredzenoja putnus
no 1925. 1idz 1929. gadam, un valsts mezsargs Karlis Freibergs (1906—?) no Dun-
dagas mezsarga «Ragmezu» majam, kas putnus gredzenoja 1938. un 1939. gada.
No 1928. Iidz 1930. gadam, ka arT 1944. un 1945. gada Ancé dzivoja un stradaja
arsts Karlis Vilks (1900-1993), viens no aktivakajiem putnu gredzenotajiem Lat-
vija. LOC arhiva Biologijas instittita Salaspili tiek glabatas vairakas véstules, kuras

Apstadijumu iertkosana pie mezsargu majas «Piekiini» Kolka 1930. gadu sakuma.
Foto no Sliteres NP arhiva.
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mingti putnu gadijuma noveérojumi. Aizrautigais
makskernieks Leo Maskovskis (1882—?) zurna-
la «Mednieks un makskernieks» vairakas pub-
likacijas ir aprakstijis iespaidus par Kolkas ap-
meklgjumu. Viena no rakstiem sniedzot zinas
par garknabja gauru (Mergus serrator), to no-
saucot par «zagu pili», jo §Ts putnu sugas knabis
ir ar asam malam — galvena baribas objekta —
zivju noturésanai.

Sliteres Zilie kalni skaisto ainavu un sasto-
pamo reto augu (parasta 1ve, efeja) dél jau
1930. gados kluva par popularu tarisma
galamérki. Sliteres virsmeZniecibas meZi bija
slaveni ar vistveidigo putnu salidzinosi lielo

Bernhards Zichmanis ar krustdelu

Andri Baulu. 1941. gads. D . . V..
Foto no Sliteres NP arhiva. skaitu. Sliteres 1. Skiras virsmeZzinis Bernhards

Zichmanis (1900-1941) tur stradajis no 1928.
lidz 1940. gadam (kritis ka sarkana terora upuris — apcietinats un nosauts Ventspili
ap 1941. gadu). 01.04.1938. Zichmanis atzimgjis, ka vina parvalditajos mezos sa-
stopami 420 medni, 450 rubeni un 1 300 mezirbes, ka ar1 10 &rgli un 22 Gpji. Tajos
gados mednu medibu tiesibu iegtiSanai konkréta meznieciba Mezu departaments
rikoja izsoles. Pieméram, 1935. gada marta pretendentiem pieteikumi bija jaiesniedz
slégtas aploksnés, noradot mednu gailu skaitu un piedavato summu. Kopskaita
valsts mezniecibas pardoti 150 mednu gaili par 1851 latu. Sliteres virsmeznieciba
tiestbas noSaut 11 gailus nopirka trTs pretendenti — T. Osten-Sakens (pieci gaili par
47,01 latiem), J. Stalbovs (Cetri gaili par 40 latiem) un J. Librechts (divi gaili par
23 latiem). P&c kolégu atminam B. Zichmanis bijis sabiedrisks cilveks, vadijis
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Riidolfa Freimana parskats par novérotiem putniem no Kolkas bakas
salas (1933). Foto no LOC arhiva.
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ekskursijas, tiiristiem radot Sliteres veco baku un apkartjas dabas vértibas. Dar-
bam nodevies ar lielu milestibu un prasmigi veicis svarigus dienesta pienakumus
parzina eso$aja plasaja meza masiva. XX gs. 30. gados vins regulari zinoja Latvijas
Universitates Meteorologiskajam institiitam par putnu atlido$anas laikiem pavasari
Slitere. Gajputnu pavasara migracijas vérotajs bija arf Mazirbes pamatskolas parzi-
nis un skolotajs Teodors Talbergs (1869-?), kas ar7 1930. gados par novérojumiem
informéja So instititu. Diemze€l vesturisku liklo¢u dg] [idz miisdienam nav sagla-
bajusies (vai nav zinama to atrasanas vieta) detalizétaki T. Talberga pieraksti par
noverojumiem.

Dazi no Sliteres putnu verotajiem un pierakstitajiem kara laika emigréja, dazi
gaja boja kara vai péckara gados. Saglabajusas vien fragmentaras, parsvara gadiju-
ma zinas par dazu putnu sugu noveérojumiem vai atlidoSanas laiku.

Sliteres Valsts rezervata dibinasana XX gs. 50. gados

50. gadu beigas visa PSRS teritorija ieviesa jaunus dabas aizsardzibas likumus,
tiem pakartojot administrativas un kriminalatbildibas normas par apzinatu objektu
bojasanu un aizsargajamo sugu iznicinaSanu. Lai aizsargatu unikalus dabas objek-
tus un saglabatu tajos biologisko daudzveidibu, dibinaja valsts dabas rezervatus.
1957. gada 24. aprilt ar Latvijas PSR Ministru Padomes 1émumu tika nodibinats
Sliteres Valsts rezervats ar kopg&jo platibu 7 860 ha, ieklaujot Bazu purvu, mezus
pie Sliteres bakas, ka arf jiiras piekrastes posmu no Sikraga lidz Pitragam. Véla-
kajos gados rezervata platiba tika gan samazinata, gan palielinata. 1958. gada da-
bas aizsardzibas jautajumiem veltitaja krajuma «Saudzgjiet un miliet dabu» pub-
licéts Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas augstskolas docenta Paula Sarmas (1901-1975)
raksts par Sliteres Valsts rezervatu. Taja raksturoti unikali dabas veidojumi — Zilo
kalnu gréda un Bazu purvs, minétas interesantas augu sugas, vien isi iezimgjot put-
nu faunas parstavjus. A1l turpmakajas divas desmitgadés putnu faunas bagatibas
Sliteres Valsts rezervata tika raksturotas galvenokart ka izcilas vistveidigo putnu sa-
stapSanas vietas, jo aprakstu autori nebija ornitologi un citas precizas informacijas
par rezervata ornitofaunu nebija I1dz pat 1980. gadu sakumam.

MigréjoSo putnu uzskaites Kolka 1958. gada

1955. gada marta Tartu nodibinaja Baltijas putnu migracijas komisiju
(turpmak — BPMK) — ornitologu apvienibu ar mérki organizet, saskanot un koordi-
nét kopigus petljumus par putnu migraciju Baltijas jiiras baseina (vélakajos gados
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ari arpus PSRS).
Pec s§is komisijas
ierosinajuma Balti-
jas juras austrumu
piekrastes vairakas
vietas 1958. gada
pavasari notika pir-
ma migrgjoso putnu
uzskaite péc zinat-
niski izstradatas me-
todikas. Kolkasraga

: perioda no 16. lidz
Georgs Lejins Girts Kasparsons 30. maijam putnus

skaitfja Biologijas
institlita ornitologi Georgs Lejin§ (1914-1994) un Girts Kasparsons (1933—
2015) ar pamatuzdevumu novertét S§is vietas nozimi migréjoSajiem put-
niem. No viena novéros$anas punkta pirmajas ¢etras rita stundas (sakot ar pusstundu
pirms saules 1€kta) tika skaititi visi putni, lielaku uzmanibu veltot ar ideniem saistita-
jam sugam. No izveletas uzskaites vietas 230 gradu lenki vargja labi parskatit gan
Irbes Sauruma, gan Rigas jiiras Ii¢a pusi. Piecpadsmit dienu laika kopskaita uzskaititi

PUTNU MIGRACIJAS LATVLIAS PSR 1958, GADA RUDENI
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Dazadi attéli no 1958. gada rudens — uzskaisu daltbnieki un publikacijas.
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29 079 putni no 72 sugam. No tiem 10 004 1patni
bija kaijas, tai skaita 28. maija pie raga nove-
rota Latvijas piekraste reti sastopama liela polar-
kaija (Larus hyperboreus). Uzskaisu kopgjie
secinajumi: divu ned&lu laika nav iesp&jams iegit
pilnu ainu par visam migréjo$am sugam, rezultati
liecina, ka Kolkasraga norit intensiva putnu par-
lidoSana, ka arT atziméts, ka $aja rajona putni kon-
centr&jas atpiitai un baroSanai.

Sa pasa gadarudent, laikano 16. septembra lidz
15. oktobrim, astonos punktos Latvijas piekrasté
ornitologi skaitfja migréjosos putnus. Kolkasraga Janis Viksne
un pastaigu mar§rutd pa ciemu putnus skaitfja
Latvijas Valsts universitates Biologijas fakultates students, vélakais akadémikis un
Biologijas institiita Ornitologijas laboratorijas ilggadigais vaditajs Janis Viksne
(1936-2015). Kopskaita vins uzskaitija 40 754 putnus (ar iesp&ju, ka dala no tiem
pieskaititi atkartoti) no 96 sugam. Putni skaititi gan ritos no stacionara novérosanas
punkta, gan vakaros pastaigu marsruta. JaatzZime, ka pastaigu marSrutos zagatas,
dzilnisi, mizloznas, visu sugu zilites u.c. nometnieki netika registréti, jo, skaitot Sos
putnus, nav iesp&jams izslégt atkartotu Ipatna pieskaitiSanu. Toreiz vél nebija pre-
cizu, ar gredzenoSanu pieraditu, datu, ka dala no §Tm sugam regulari migré un pat
lielos attalumos. J. Viksne vélak atcer€jas ar sadzivisko pusi: vin§ Kolka dzivoja
1réta istaba pie «USu» saimnieces, kas vinam &damreizés pasniegusi galvenokart
renges. Kadu dienu jaras izskalojumos vin$ ieraudzijis svaigu melnkakla gargali
(Gavia arctica), palielu tdensputnu, un nopriecajies, ka nu biis putnu galas &diens!
Skersojot robezsargu uzecéto liedaga joslu, ar guvumu gajis majup. Peksni aiz
muguras izdzirdgjis skalu uzkliedzienu,— pieskr&jis robezsargs un putnu atnémis!
Jaatzist, ka turpmakajos 23 gados, Iidz pat 1982. gada rudenim, migr&joSos putnus
no Kolkasraga ornitologi stacionari vairs nav skaitfjusi.

:
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Kolkasraga bakas drupas 1958. g. Foto: Janis Viksne.
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Melno pilu skaitiSana Irbes Sauruma XX gs. 70. gados

1970. gados BPMK uzdevuma
Irbes juras Sauruma — no krasta, no
peldosa kuga un no Kolkas bakas
salas — Biologijas institaita ornitolo-
gi skaitija uz spalvu mainas vietam
migrgjosos putnus, it Ipasi melnas
piles (Melanitta nigra). Sai sugai
Baltijas juras austrumu piekraste
ir nozimiga teritorija migracijas
periodos, parlidojot no ziemosanas
vietam uz ligzdoSanas vietam
Somijas un Krievijas ziemelos, rudenos — atpakalcela. Ligzdo$anas regionos paliek
matites ar mazuliem, bet t&vini un citi neligzdojoSie Tpatni jiilija un augusta sakuma
masveidigi parlido uz spalvu mainas vietam Baltijas juras dienvidu un rietumu
piekrasté — uz Kategata jiiras Saurumu starp Daniju un Zviedriju un uz Pomerani-
jas lici Polijas un Vacijas piekraste. Lidz pat 1970. gadiem nebija zinami precizi
§1s sugas vasaras migracijas celi, jo ornitologu p&tijumi, izmantojot Siem mérkiem
paredz&tus kugus vai civilo aviaciju, stingro padomju jiras robezu reZima bija loti
ierobezoti. Uzskaites vargja veikt vien no sauszemes vai jira esosiem objektiem.
Tad, veicot melno pilu migracijas uzskaites, ornitologi vél tikai «planoja» (jeb ceré-
ja), ka nozimigas jliras akvatorijas, kas putniem migracijas laika ir vitali svarigas
ka barosanas vai atpitas vietas, kadu dienu iegiis arT valstisku aizsardzibas statusu.

Melnas piles (Melanitta nigra) jira pie Kolkas.
Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

1973. gada no 21. julija I1dz 9. augustam Janis Viksne veica putnu uzskaites no
Kolkas salas bakas. Bija ieplanots stradat divas nedglas, bet, pasliktinoties laika ap-
stakliem, nacas uz salas pavadit ilgaku laiku. Saja uzskaité no ritiem un vakaros —
4 stundas péc saules lekta un 4 stundas pirms saules rieta — registrétas migre-

Jana Viksnes uzskaisu vieta Kolkas bakas sala un jaunie upes zirini uz bakas salas betona.
1973. gada jiilijs — augusts. Foto. Janis Viksne.
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josas melnas piles. Nemot véra to, ka uz salas bija japavada viss uzskaiSu pe-
riods, arpus noraditajam melno pilu uzskaiSu stundam vin$ veica ari citus
noveérojumus, skaitot visus redzamos putnus bakas teritorija un jura. Pavi-
sam uzskaititas 4 839 migr&josas melnas piles 189 baros, kas lidoja galvenokart DR
virziena. Tika iegiita loti vértiga informacija par garknabja gauras (Mergus serrator)
koncentraciju uz spalvu mainu ap Kolkas bakas salu. Uzskaisu perioda katru die-
nu bija iesp&jams registrét no daziem desmitiem lidz 150 ipatniem, bet labveligos
noverosanas apstaklos — l1dz pat 500 §1s sugas Tpatniem. Dala no Siem putniem bija
sp&jigi lidot, citi jau mainija lidspalvas un kadu laiku nesp€ja pacelties sparnos. Tas
bija pirmas zinas par garknabja gauru spalvu mainu Latvijas piekraste.

Interesantas zinas iegiitas arT par citu putnu atpiitu vai baroSanos uz bakas salas.
Piem@ram, $eit regulari uzturgjusies parastie $nibisi (Calidris alpina), barojoties
akmenu algu apaugumos. No citiem bridéjiem uz salas novérots arT lielais $nibitis
(Calidris canutus) — viens Tpatnis, gugatnis (Calidris pugnax) — 16 Ipatni, purva
tilbite (Tringa glareola) — viens Ipatnis un upes tilbite (Actitis hypoleucos) — Cetri
Tpatni. ArT upes zirini (Sterna hirundo) izmantoja bakas salu ka atpiitas un nak-
Snosanas vietu, pulcgjoties baros lidz pat 150 Tpatniem — gan pieaugusie, gan
jaunie putni, kurus vecaki v&l piebaroja. Interesanti atzimé&t ari majas balozu
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Garknabja gaura (Mergus serrator) Kolkas jirmala. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

(Columba livia) noveérojumus: 1-2 ipatni parlidoja gar bakas salu. Uz salas nereti
noveroti arT sauszemes migranti: balta cielava (Motacilla alba), brina ¢akste (Lanius
collurio), majas strazds (Sturnus vulgaris), akmencakstite (Oenanthe oenanthe),
melnais erickin$ (Phoenicurus ochruros), darza sterste (Emberiza hortulana) un
citas sugas.

Paraléli J. Viksnes uzskaitém no Kolkas bakas salas, laika no 25. 1idz 30. jili-
jam, ornitologs Janis Baumanis (1940-2006) skaitTja migr&josas melnas piles no
peldosa kuga-bakas «p6erHckuii», kas stacionari stavéja pie Irbes §auruma sekliem,
radot celu garam braucoSiem kugiem. Abi pétnieki lietoja binoklus ar palielina-
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jumu 12x30, reiz€m izmantojot talskati (modelis 3PT-457, ar maksimalo 60x
palielinajumu, razotu PSRS, lai poligonos verotu SauSanas merkus). Putnu
verosanai piemérotie teleskopi miisu pétniekiem tad v&l nebija pieejami. Piecu
dienu perioda J. Baumanis uzskaitija 1 296 melnas piles, atzimé&jot, ka liela dala no
tam parlidojusi patalu no novérotaja, tapéc nevargja precizi noteikt sugu (pastavéja
iesp€ja, ka parlidoja ari cita suga — tumsa pile). P&c apkopotas informacijas pét-
nieki iezim&ja divus melno pilu migracijas celus Ziemelkurzemes piekrasté — dala
no migrantiem pielido no Rigas jiiras lica un, aplidojot Kolkasragu, nogriezas uz
Irbes Sauruma pusi. Citi lido no Sarema salas ZR piekrastes pa taisno uz Ovisu
pusi. Spriezot p&c vizualajiem jliras putnu novérojumiem Rigas juras li¢a rietumu
piekrastg, kas veikti 1971. un 1973. gada julija, ka ari putnu vérotajiem aptaujajot
vietgjos zvejniekus, melnas piles $aja piekrasté nav atzimétas. Tas lava secinat, ka
§ts piles Skérso Rigas juras Iici plasa fronte virziena uz Kolkasraga pusi. Lidzigas —
uz spalvu mainu migr&joso melno pilu vizualas uzskaites — no Kolkasraga divus
gadus velak, 1975. gada, veica citi Biologijas institata Ornitologijas laboratorijas
darbinieki — Guntis Graubics un Mara Janaus.

Sliteres Valsts rezervata ornitofaunas inventarizacija

Elmars Péterhofs. Vilnis Skuja.
Foto: no Jura Lipsberga arhiva.  Foto: Arijs Zoss.

Jauns pavérsiens rezervata ornitofaunas izpé&te bija saistits ar 1979. gada nodi-
binato Valsts rezervata administraciju, kas savu darbibu uzsaka Sliterg. Darbinieku
Stata bija paredzeta vieta arT ornitologam, 1979. gada $aja amata darbu uzsaka LVU
Biologijas fakultates students Elmars Péterhofs, 1980. gada — arT ornitologs Vilnis
Skuja.
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1980. gada Latvijas ornitologi un putnu draugi kéras pie jauna un ambicioza
izaicinajuma — ligzdojoSo putnu izplatibas kart€Sanas visa Latvija. Pirma Latvijas
ligzdojoSo putnu atlanta ietvaros katra no 739 kvadratiem (10x10 km) bija jaapzi-
na un jauzskaita visi tur ligzdojosie putni. Tas laika zina sakrita ar E. Péterhofa
veikto Sliteres Valsts rezervata ornitofaunas inventarizaciju, lai noskaidrotu, ka-
das sugas un kada skaita sastopamas rezervata robezas. Mezos ligzdojoSo putnu
skaitiSanai vin$ izmantoja somu ornitologu O. Jarvinena un R. Vaisanena izstradato
Imiju transektu metodi (1977). Pirmaja gada no 20. maija lidz 20. junijam, veica
14 uzskaiSu marsrutus ar kopgarumu 46,9 km. Putni skaititi arT arpus sistematis-
kajam uzskait€m, atziméti visi retak sastopamo sugu noveérojumi. Pirmaja ornito-
faunas izpé&tes gada novérotas 120 putnu sugas, no tam ligzdotajas — 99 sugas. Ar1
turpmakajos gados E. Péterhofs veica putnu uzskaites, izmantojot $o pasu metodi,
liekot lielaku uzsvaru uz rezervata teritorija ligzdojoso putnu populacijas apméera
un ikgadg&jo izmainu aprékinasanu. Tas bija pirmais zinatniski veiktais ilggadigais
mezu putnu populaciju petjjums Latvija! E. Péterhofs jau 1980. gada ligzdoSanas
sezona pieradija dzerves ligzdoSanu vigas pie Bazu purva (purva dzerves uzturé-
jusas visu ligzdosanas sezonu, bet ligzdosana Iidz tam netika pieradita, pielaujot, ka
tur noveroti tikai neligzdojosie Tpatni).

Lai noteiktu piic¢veidigo putnu sastopamibu, E. P&terhofs 1980. gada no mar-
ta IiJdz maijam un 1981. gada no februara Iidz maijam veica piicu uzskaites Zilo
kalnu krauja un piegulosajos mezos. Sis uzskaites veiktas, ejot kajam (10-20 km)
un izmantojot automasinu, kas lava palielinat apsekotas teritorijas posmus no
50 1idz 80 km. Sajos marsrutos organizéti pieturas punkti, kur pusstundas laika ar
magnetofonu atskanotas ierakstitas piicu dziesmas. P&tnieks uzsveéra $§is metodes
efektivitati salidzinajuma ar piicu uzskaitém bez provoceSanas. Ir pieskaititi ar1
piicu noveérojumi dienas laika. Abos uzskaiSu gados kopskaita noverotas sesas pticu
sugas: meza puce (Strix aluco), ausaina piice (4sio otus), purva piice (4sio flam-
meus, migrants, novérots pa dienu), svitraina piice (Surnia ulula, migrants, novérots
pa dienu), bikSainais apogs (Aegolius funereus) un tpis (Bubo bubo). PEdgjais,
1981. gada septembrT pie Kikanu strauta atrasts beigts, turklat gredzenots 1patnis.
P&c gredzenoSanas datiem uzzinats, ka §is putns ka mazulis gredzenots 17.06.1967.
Engures ezera mezos.

Savukart 1983. un 1984. gada V. Skuja veica rezervata ligzdojoso dienas plésigo
putnu uzskaites, apzinot 25 ligzdas. Tajos gados ornitologi, balstoties uz vairakiem
gadijuma noverojumiem, uzskatija, ka rezervata robezas ir jabut musu lielako dienas
plésputnu — klinSu &rgla (Aquila chrysaetos) un jiras &rgla (Haliaetos albicilla) —
ligzdam. To atraSanai 1ikoja ekspedicijas, palidz&ja arT citi pieredz&jusi kolegi, bet
tikai 2007. gada aprili nejausi izdevas uziet apdzivotu klinsu ergla ligzdu. Péc vairak
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neka 100 gadiem klinsu &rgla ligzdoSana Kurzemé tika pieradita atkal! PEdgja lidz
2007. gadam publiceta informacija par klinsu ergli tika pierakstita 1899. gada Popes
ciema apkartn@. Ir zinams, ka vél XIX gs. klinSu @rglis ligzdoja Kurzemé daudz
lielaka skaita.

Girlicis (Serinus serinus) ir tipisks Latvijas piekrastes priezu mezu un apdzivotu
vietu iemitnieks ar raksturigu dziesmu, kas atgadina kanarijputninu.
Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

1982. gada tapa Sliteres Valsts rezervata ornitofaunas pirmais sistematiskais
saraksts, apkopojot pieejamos datus laika no 1958. lidz 1982. gadam. Katrai sugai
noradits statuss: ligzdotajs, iesp&jamais ligzdotajs, caurcelotajs, ziemotajs un vasa-
rotdjs. Lai preciz€tu un papildinatu sarakstu ar jiiras putnu sugam, 1982. gada sep-
tembrT un oktobrT Kolkasraga, Mazirbe un Usos tika veikta vizuala migrgjoSo putnu
noveroSana. Kopskaita iegiitas zinas par 191 putnu sugas novérojumiem rezervata
un jora.

1982. gada E. P&terhofs skaitija Ziemelkurzemes jiirmala (liedaga un kapas) ligz-
dojosos putnus no rezervata ZR stiira [1dz Bérzciemam (110 km), iegiistot vértigu
materialu par vairakam ligzdojosajam sugam, ka ar1 par neligzdotaju un spalvmetgju
koncentrésanas vietam. Atgadinasu, ka gandriz viss $is piekrastes posms bija ieklauts
PSRS argjas robezas josla ar stingri kontrol&tu iebrauksanas un uzturésanas kartibu,
tapec ornitologu veiktas putnu uzskaites notika retos gadijumos. IpaSa uzmaniba
tika pieversta tipiskajam jiirmalas ligzdotajam — upes tartinam (Charadrius dubius),
par kuru savakts vertigs materials. Piem@ram, posma no Sikraga Iidz Melnsilam §1
suga pergja ar blivumu — 1,5 pari uz 1 kilometru. ST uzskaite bija pirma kvalitativa !
ligzdojoSo putnu uzskaite Latvijas juras piekraste, kas lauj musdienas, kad stipri

! Kvalitativa uzskaite ir mérktieciga jirmalas apsekoSana ar mérki konstat&t konkrétu sugu, pieméram,
upes tartinu, atzimgjot katra para uzturéSanas (ligzdoSanas) vietu, biotopu, putnu uzvedibu; to pasu
atziméjot vairakas uzskaites, tad&jadi pieradot vai noraidot ligzdosanas sekmes attiecigaja sezona. Pirms
tam bija gadijuma nov€rojumi par atsevisku paru ligzdoSanu rezervata piekrastes teritorija. No Siem
gadijuma datiem més nevaram rekonstruét ligzdoSanas blivumu u.c. informaciju.
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pieaudzis antropogg€nais trauc&jums un citi negativi faktori, salidzinat liedagos un
kapas ligzdojosSo putnu skaitu, sastopamibu un citus faktorus gandriz 40 gadu perio-
da. Velakajos gados, kad robezas rezims tika nonemts, Ziemelkurzemes pickraste
putnu ligzdoSanas sezona stipri pieauga cilvéku klatbutne, kas negativi ietekme-

. ” i ". " L
Upes tartins (Charadrius dubius) un ta ligzda ar olam. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

ja upes tartinu ligzdosanas sekmes. Pieméram, vél 1993. gada posma no Kolkas
lidz Mazirbei (20 km) uzskaititi 13 pari jeb ap 0,65 pari/ km liedaga (R. Mat-
roza un A. Kurockina uzskaite), bet 2008. gada — vien pieci pari jeb 0,4 pari/ km
(H. Hofmana uzskaite) — gandriz tris reizes mazak neka 1982. gada.

No retako putnu noveérojumiem varétu atzimét 1983. gada 11. un 12. septem-
bri Vaides un Saunaga jirmala novéroto novarguso Lielbritanija gredzenotu lie-
lo klijkaiju (Stercorarius skua) — ka ceturto novérojumu Latvijas teritorija. Putns
ka mazulis bija apgredzenots Setlendas sala apméram 1 380 km uz rietumiem no
Ziemelkurzemes krasta. Domajams, tiesi stiprie rietumu v&ji rudent atnesa Balti-
jas juira reti sastopamo putnu Iidz Sliteres rezervata robezai. Savukart 1984. gada
Sliteres ornitofaunu papildindja jauna, iesp&jams, ligzdojoSa suga — zalais kaukitis
(Phylloscopus trochiloides), kas ieprieks€jo gadu uzskait€s nebija noverota. Tiesi
taja gada zalo kaukiSu dziedosos tévinus E. Péterhofs novéroja vairakas $ai sugai
tipiskajas ligzdo$anas vietas — upju un gravju nogazes — Davida gravi un Vecrocu
upites grava. lesp€jams, ka $1s sugas ligzdoSanas areals pavirzijies uz ziemeliem,
sasniedzot Sliteres mezus.

Putnu atlido$anas registréSana

Pavasara putnu atlidoSanas laika registréSana Latvija pirmo reizi veikta
1829. gada Jelgava. Nakamajos gandriz divos simtos gadu §is ir bijis viens no popu-
larakajiem zinatnisko datu iegiiSanas veidiem, kura iesaistijas daudz dabas draugu.
Sliteres Nacionala parka pasreizgja teritorija gajputni registréti XX gs. 30. gados

23



Sliteré un Mazirbg, bet péc ilgaka
partraukuma registracija atsakta
1982. gada pavasart un turpina-
jusies lidz 1989. gadam. Pirmaja
pavasari teritorija lidz Rojai regis-
tréts atlidoSanas datums (pirmais
sugas noverojums) 66 sugam,
1984. gada — 67 sugam. Turp-
makajos gados atlidoSanas laiks
salidzinats ar ieprick$gjos gados

Dzeguzes (Cuculus canorus) atlidoSanu viegli aprékinato katras sugas vidgjo at-
konstatet péc raksturigas dziesmas, retak var lidosanas datumu.
ieraudzit pasu dzeguzi. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

Ipasi jaatzimé arkartejais
meteorologiskais notikums, kas
skara Sliteres Valsts rezervatu
1988. gada aprila beigas, — Latvija
tris dienas (21.-23. aprili) plosTjas
sniegputenis. Veicot novérojumus
Kolkasraga, dienu pirms snieg-
putena noverota netipiska migre-
joSo putnu uzvediba un skaits.
\ 20. aprili sauszemes putnu migra-
Mazais svilpis (Carpodacus erythrinus) apdzivo cija turpinajusies netipiski ilgi —
krimdjus. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko. lidz deviniem vakara. P&cpus-

diena paradijusies vairaki simti
lauku piektinu (Falco tinnunculus) un bezdeligu piekiinu (Falco subbuteo), kas ir loti
liels un netipisks abu sugu skaits vienuviet. ArT nakamaja rita pelu klijani (Bu-
teo buteo) un biksainie klijani (Buteo lagopus), ka ar1 zvirbulvanagi (Accipiter
nisus) uzsaka migrét netipiski agri. Tris dienu ilgd sniegputena rezultata Latvi-
ja gaja boja vairak neka miljons putnu, galvenokart no aukstuma un nespé&jas
atrast baribu. Dala no putniem zaud€ja d&jumus — rezervata gaja boja vairaki
dzervju pergjumi, Gipja ligzda, lidz pusei sniega un pamesta, nakamaja diena atrada
iz€stas olas. Putnu uzskaiSu rezultati pec sniega veétras Latvija, tai skaita art Sliter€,
paradija loti lielu daudzu sugu populaciju samazinasanos. Pieméram, dziedataj-
strazdu (Turdus philomelos) skaits viena teritorija samazinajas par 93%, koku
Cipstes (Anthus trivialis) ligzdoSanas dzivotnes vietam vispar izzuda. Ligzdojo$o
putnu skaits samazinajas pat ciklona tiesi neskartaja Somija, jo Latvija un Igaunija
gaja boja daudz migr&joso Somijas populacijas putnu.

24

Noverojumi par putnu lomu parastas 1ves seklu izplatiSana

Parasta 1ve (Taxus baccata) — to deve par «ogu vi» — Latvija savvala ir loti rets
skujkoks, sastopams piejiiras zemieng, tai skaita Sliteres NP robezas, kur saglaba-
jusies lidz 12 metriem augsti eksemplari vecuma Iidz 300 gadiem. Auga visas dalas
ir indigas, iznemot suligo séklsedzi, kura — lai gan bagata ar oglhidratiem —, tomér
energetiski mazvertiga. 1982. gada oktobrT un novembri V. Skuja veica novéroju-
mus, lai noskaidrotu putnu lomu (ornitohoriju) 1ves s€klu izplatiSanas un audzu
dabiskas atjaunosanas procesa. Perioda no 06.10. Iidz 05.11. uz 5,4 m augsta 1ves
koka pie «Celminu» majam, kas atrodas netalu no Zilo kalnu kraujas nogazes, veik-
ti 13 vizualie novérojumi (2,5-5 stundas diena). Pétnieks, atrodoties 40 metrus no
koka, veroja putnus ar binokli. Uz Tves novérotas divas putnu sugas, kas barojusas
ar ariliem (s€klapvalks ar séklu). Melnie meZza strazdi (Turdus merula) viena reizé
apeda 6 Iidz 7 arilus, garSigais apvalks sagremojas, bet, s€klai izejot cauri gre-
mosanas traktam, ta tika izvadita ara. P&c literatliras datiem strazdi (Turdus spp.)
sagremo s€klas ne atrak ka 12 miniit€s, pa So laiku strazds var aizlidot ievérojamu
attalumu no barosanas vietas. Vizualie novérojumi liecindja, ka arili Siem strazdiem
bija papildus bariba, kad blakus darza izbeidzas plumes. Savukart dzilnisi (Sitta
europaea) ar arilu knabi ielaidas tuvgja koka, noknaba seklapvalku, laujot s€klai
nokrist turpat, — I1dz ar to neveicinot s€klu izplatiSanos.

Savukart 1989. gada oktobri un novembr1 Sliteres Valsts rezervata darbinie-
ki Vilnis Skuja un Alanda Pilina veica eksperimentalu p&tijjumu. Parastas 1ves
s€klas liela daudzuma tika izbarotas nebrivé turétiem 3 melnajiem un 3 pelekajiem
strazdiem. P&tijuma mérkis bija iegiit s€klas, uz kuram biitu iedarbojusies putnu
gremosanas sula un fermenti, lai v€lak tos izmantotu talakos p&tjjumos par 1vju
ekologiju. Meza strazdiem izbaroja 2 100 1vju s€klas, reakcija dazadiem putniem
bija atSkiriga. Viena matite, kas bija nokerta Tvju augSanas teritorija, uzreiz pienéma
So baribu, bet Kolka nokertie tévini pienéma So baribu vien péc 1,5-2 stundam.
Putni séklas izvada apméram p&c 15-20 miniit€m péc to ap&Sanas. Secindjums —
1vju arilam nevar biit nozimiga vieta strazdu (Turdus spp.) bariba, ta ir piedeva pie
pamatbaribas.

Kraukla ekologijas pétijumi

Loti vertigus datus par izplatita, bet ornitologu maz pétita putna — kraukla (Cor-
vus corax) — ekologiju Sliteres Valsts rezervata mezos vacis Vilnis Skuja. 1982. gada,
aptaujajot rezervata meza sardzes un zinatniskos darbiniekus, tika apzinatas
krauklu ligzdvietas. Ar publikacijas palidzibu Talsu rajona avizé (20.01.1983.)
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ornitologs liidza interesentus vinu inform&t par §Ts sugas ligzdam, ka arT par ne-
parastiem atgadijjumiem un novérojumiem. Kopskaitd pirmaja gada tika atras-
tas 8 apdzivotas krauklu ligzdas, kas bija izvietotas paraugusu VII vecuma klases
priezu audzu malas, galvenokart vietas, kur priezu audze robezojas ar izcirtumu,
stinu purvu vai jaunaudzi. Piecas no ligzdam atradas ne tuvak par kilometru no tu-
vakas apdzivotas vietas. Turpmakajos gados tika pétiti dazadi §1s sugas ligzdoSanas
ekologijas, migracijas un savstarpgjo attiecibu jautajumi. No 1983. lidz 1987. ga-
dam, petot ligzdoSanas sekmes, ir noskaidrots, ka kraukli vidgji izveda 1,1 mazuli
uz apdzivotu ligzdu, bet produktivakais Sliteres krauklu paris piecos gados izve-
dis 15 mazulus! P&tija arT baribas sastavu. No savaktajam 333 atrijam (kamola sa-
vijusas nesagremota €diena paliekas), kas viegli atrodamas ligzda un tas tuvakaja
apkartng, noskaidroja, ka Sliteres kraukli ir visédaji, to bariba bija dazada izméra
objekti — no kukainiem lidz ziditajiem. Baribas izvéli nosaka ligzdas apkartng pie-
ejamie resursi — zivis atrastas pie juras ligzdojosajiem kraukliem, Sikraga putniem
bariba atrasti zalksi un kirzakas.

Vilnis Skuja gredzeno kraukli Tipisks mezu iemitnieks - krauklis (Corvus corax).
(Corvus corax). Foto: Arijs Zoss. Foto: Aleksejs Kurockins.

Kraukli parsvara ir nometnieki, bet, lai iegtitu datus par §is sugas klejojumu
virzieniem, parvietoSanas attalumiem un citiem ekologijas jautajumiem, 1982. un
1983. gada ziema tika organiz&ta krauklu kerSana, lai putnus individuali iezZim&tu.
No sakuma kerSanai izmantoja parmetamo tiklu, bet ta izradijas neefektiva un laik-
ietilpiga metode. Nakamaja ziema izmantoja divus skandinavu tipa varnveidigo
putnu keramos stieplu pinuma birus, kas darbojas peéc murda principa (ar 20 cm
ieejas spraugu no augsejas puses). Lai pievilinatu krauklus, biiros tika ievietota mai-
ta. Kraukli ir gudri un loti uzmanigi putni, tap&c bija japielieto viltiba, izmantojot
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manputnu — pie cilvékiem pieradinatu kraukli, kuru arT ievietoja Saja buri. Barf ieli-
dojusie kraukli vairs no turienes netika projam, péc apgredzenoSanas tos palaida
briviba. 1984. gada no janvara Iidz novembrim ar $adu metodi kopskaita nokerti
87 kraukli un tris vistu vanagi (Accipiter gentilis). Nokertie putni tika meriti, tiem
noteica vecumu un dzimumu, tos apgredzenoja ar standarta aluminija gredzeniem.
62 kraukliem uzlika arT sparnu specialas zimes — nelielas plastikata plaksnes (ga-
rums 8 cm, platums 4 cm, biezums 2 mm) ar unikalu numeraciju vai Ipatng&jam
formam, kuras var labi nolasit, izmantojot binokli (7x50) pat no 100 metru attaluma.
No apgredzenotajiem kraukliem pirmaja gada iegiitas talas kontroles pieciem put-
niem 20-500 km attaluma. Talakais lidojums registréts krauklim, apgredzenotam
pie Kolkas 28.02.1984., nosautam Somija 07.04.1984. Parsvara kraukli no Kolkas
apkartnes lidoja DR un DA virzienos uz Kurzemes centralo dalu, sasniedzot En-
gures ezeru. Kopskaita §1s sugas petijumu gados (1983—-2003) Sliteres meZos apgre-
dzenoti 744 1patni, no tiem vélak atkartoti noveroti 6%, parsvara Latvija, bet talakie
noverojumi sanemti no Zviedrijas (323 km taisna Iinija), Baltkrievijas (498 km) un
Somijas (691 km).

V. Skuja ar gredzenos$anas metodi konstatgja, ka krauklu populaciju veido divu
tipu putni: neligzdotaji (tai skaitd ligzdoSanas vecumu nesasniegusie putni), kas
dzivo nomadu dzivi un pie vajadzibas klejo lielakos attalumos, un ligzdotaji, kas
cenSas uztureties savu ligzdoSanas teritoriju robezas visu gadu. Lidz ar to atSkiras
abu $o grupu putnu baro$anas stratégijas — klejotaji mekl€ baribu lielakos attalumos,
bet ligzdotaji — sava rajona robezas. Lai noteiktu abu grupu krauklu savstarpgjas
attiecibas, tika veikti vizualie noveérojumi pie speciali ierikotam barotavam, kuras
ievietoja kritusos majlopus. Ornitologs no slépna, kas atradas 10-30 metrus no
kraukliem ierikota «galda», véroja iezimeto putnu savstarp&jo uzvedibu. Lielakais
nomadu krauklu skaits pie $adas barotavas bija 20 Tpatni. Starp Siem kraukliem bija
verojama stingra subordinacija — viet&jie pari doming&ja par klejotajiem. Vilnis Sku-
ja veica arT novérojumus par krauklu baroSanos, pieméram, ziemas ménesos, kad
baribas objektu skaits ieverojami sasaurinas, parsvara tie ir kritusie dzivnieki. Kon-
statéts, ka bargas ziemas kraukliem ir labvéligakas, jo ir lielaks krituso dzivnieku
skaits, TpaSi parnadzu. Visos gadalaikos kraukli nodarbojas ar krituSo dzivnieku
utilizaciju kopa ar konkurentiem — daziem plésigajiem ziditajiem, lielajiem die-
nas pléSputniem un citiem varnveidigajiem putniem. [zdzivosanas mehanisms, kas
teritorialajiem kraukliem lauj sekmigi konkurét ar citiem liku &dajiem, ir baribas
krajumu veidoSana — sl€pSana sev zinamas vietas, gan aizlidojot talak, gan édamo
aiznesot ar kajam. Izvéletaja sléptuve krauklis ar knabi izkasa zemé bedriti baribai
un vietu nomaské. Dala to slépj arT kokos. Vajadzibas gadijuma krauklis lido uz
sléptuvi. Pec iegltiem datiem V. Skuja ieteica arT vélamo laiku un veidus krauklu
skaita samazina$anai vietas, kur tas ir nepiecieSams. 2004. gada V. Skuja Latvijas
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Universitaté veiksmigi aizstavéja magistra gradu par krauklu ekologijas pétijumiem
Sliterg kops 1983. gada.

Mednu un rubenu uzskaites

Vistveidigie putni k& populari medibu objekti vairakus gadsimtus ir pieveérsusi
mednieku un ornitologu uzmanibu. Sliteres mezi un Bazu purvs bija vEsturiski laba
mednu (Tetrao urogallus) un rubenu (Lyrurus tetrix) dzives vieta. Jau 1930. ga-
dos Sliteres meZniecibas virsmeZzinis novértgja abu sugu skaitu. Laika posma no
1983. I1dz 1988. gadam atzimeti sesi lielaki un vismaz pieci mazaki mednu riesti,
bet rubenim bija zinamas septinas riesta teritorijas, lielaka (5-6 gaili) atradas Bazu
purva. 1988. gada nogalg tika veiktas vistveidigo putnu marsrutu uzskaites — noiets
21 posms ar kopg&jo garumu 152,5 km, uzskaitot 20 mednus un 41 rubeni (uzmani-
ba tika pieversta arT uz grantétiem autoceliem sastopamo un boja gajuso vistveidigo
putnu skaitam). Jaatzimg, ka medniem un rubeniem sakara ar gremosanas fiziologi-
jas Tpatnibam muskulkungd ir nepieciesams gastrolitu (2-5 cm lielu akmentinu)
daudzums. Slitere Sie putni autocelu nomal€s norij nelielas skembas. Rezervata
$adu grantétu celu ir ap 50 km. Putnu skaitam pieaugot, vairak putnu uzturas uz
autoceliem, dala no tiem tiek sabraukta. Interesanti atzimét, ka rubeniem reakcijas
laiks uz braucoSo autotransportu ir 1saks, — tuvojoties masinai, tie atrak aizlido.
Medniem reakcija Iénaka, putni smagi uzsak lidoSanu, Ipasi pavasara riesta peri-
mednu perg&jumi (grupas no vairakiem Tpatniem). Mednu jaunie putni ir saméra drosi
un pielaiz transportu sev visai tuvu. Piecu gadu perioda (1984-1988) uz rezervata
celiem pavasarT un vasara tika atrasti 8 sabraukti medni, no tiem tikai viena matite.
Visbiezak mednus uz celiem var noverot agrajas rita stundas, 1pasi Kolkas-Ventspils

Medna (Tetrao urogallus) vista uz autocela Kolkas — Ventspils Sliteres NP robezas
15.04.2017. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.
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Sosejas mala. Probléma ar mednu bojaeju aktualiz&jusies musdienas, Tpasi péc
autocela Kolka-Ventspils noasfaltéSanas, daudziem autovaditajiem braucot ar visai
ievérojamu atrumu un nespéjot izvairities no sadursmes ar medniem.

Citu ornitologu petijumi un uzskaites

Neregulari Sliteres Valsts rezervatu apmeklgja ar citi ornitologi. 1980. gados
Janis Viksne un Mara Janaus veica pétijumus par liela kira (Larus ridibundus) baro-
Sanas lidojumiem, krasojot nokertos putnus gan ligzdoSanas vietas, gan masu
barosanas vietas kazokzvéru fermas. P&tljuma noskaidrots, ka no Engures ezera
lielie kiri lido baroties uz Kolkasraga pusi, nolidojot viena virziena ap 80 km
no savas ligzdoSanas vietas. Der€tu papildinat, ka taja laika Kolkas zivju
parstrades riipnica zivju atkritumus (lielos apjomos) veda uz meza ierikotu
izgaztuvi Kolkas ciema tuvuma. To neierobezoti apmekl&ja gan meza zveri — lapsas,
jenotsuni, mezaciikas, gan putni, kas celoja pat no Engures ezera. Kad Kolkas
atkritumu izgaztuvi sledza, tad zuda arT «bagatigi klatais galds» un putnu celojumi.

Sliteres Valsts rezervata ornitologs E. Péterhofs 1983. gada noorganize-
ja kartgjo Baltijas putnu migracijas pétiSanas komisijas XVII plenarsédi Talsos
(25.-27.04.1983.), kura pulcgjas vadosie Baltijas un citu padomju republiku orni-
tologi, lai apspriestu aktualakos jautajumus — saistitus ar putnu migraciju, aizsardzi-
bas un izpétes problémam. Ornitologi noklausijas 17 referatus, interesanta diskusija
notika par dz&rves (Grus grus) izp&ti un par Baltijas ornitologu iesp&ju piedalities
§Ts sugas izpétes starptautiskaja programma. Ekskursiju laika dalibnieki apmeklgja
Sliteres rezervatu.

Kops 1984. gada janvara Latvijas teritorija atsaka ziemojoSo idensputnu uzskai-
tes, tai skaita gar Latvijas juras pickrasti. Jura pie Kolkas ziemojosie idensputni
tika neregulari skaititi Ilidz 1990. gadu sakumam, bet vélak paradijas iesp&ja brivi
apsekot piekrasti. V&l jaatzime, ka 1992. gada februari pirmo reizi Latvijas pie-
krasté no Danijas pétniecibas kuga veica ziemojo$o putnu uzskaiti, konstatgjot
ievérojamas ziemojoS$o jliras putnu koncentracijas talak no krasta.

1986. gada rudens migracijas laika (augusta—oktobri), pamatojoties uz starptau-
tisko programmu dabas aizsardzibas joma starp PSRS un Somiju — témas «Putnu
populacijas un to migracijas celu izp&te» ietvaros — no Kolkasraga notika migréjoso
putnu uzskaites un gredzenosana. Skaitot putnus, lielu darbu paveicis ornitologs
krimu kauka (Acrocephalus dumetorum) ligzdoSanu netalu no Sliteres mezniecibas
ekas. Gadijums interesants ar to, ka kauku ligzdosanas areala robeza tajos gados
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atradas austrumu Latvija, tikai dazi novérojumi bija zinami Kurzemé.

1989. gada augusta Latvijas labakais putnu fotografs Viesturs Klimpins
(1937-2019) no foto slépna fotograf€ja bridejputnus Kolkasraga. Robezsargu 1pasa
uzmaniba tika pievérsta liedaga novietotam slépnim, — tadgjadi regulari iztraucgjot
gan putnus, gan fotografu. 13.08.1989. Kolkasraga V. Klimpin$ atzimgja vesturiski
lielako parasto Snibisu (Calidris alpina) baru Latvija — vienlaikus uzskaitot ap
1200 1patnu. Jaatzim€, ka velakajos gados, palielinoties cilvéku pieplidumam
un izmainoties liedaga biotopam, Saja vieta noverotie bari vairs nesasniedza pat
100 1patnus.

Parastie snibisi (Calidris alpina) un divi liksnibisi (Calidris ferruginea).
Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

Putnu véro$ana un uzskaites 1990. gados

1990. gadu sakuma, Iidz ar padomju zinatnes un dabas aizsardzibas sist€mas
finansialo sabrukumu, arT ornitologu pé&tniecibas darbi rezervata faktiski apsika.
Toties visiem interesentiem, tai skaitd arT arzemniekiem, radas briva iesp&ja ap-
mekl&t rezervata teritoriju. 24.10.1990. ornitologs Maris Strazds ar diviem zviedru
putnu verotajiem Kolkasraga pirmo reizi Latvijas faunai atzimgja krasno pukpili
(Somateria spectabilis). Nakamajos gados vairakas putnotdju grupas no Zviedrijas
braucienos pa Latviju pavasara un rudens migraciju periodos obligati ieklava ar1
Kolkas apmeklgjumu, pavadot tur vairakas dienas, pieméram, sesu cilvéku grupa tur
«putnoja» 28.-30.09.1991., trispadsmit cilvéku grupa — 29.04.-01.05.1992. Tiesi
zviedru putnu verotajiem interese par Baltijas jiras austrumu krastu bija 1pasa, jo
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vini grib&ja apskatities gan piekrasti, salidzinot ar savu Baltijas jiiras piekrasti, gan
redzet viniem Iidz $im nepieejamas piekrastes putnu migracijas burvibu (sugas un
koncentracijas). Sajas grupas piedalijas arT pieredz&jusi putnu vérotaji ar labu pras-
mi atskirt retakas putnu sugas Baltijas jliras valstu robezas. Pieméram, Kolka vini
novéroja pie mums reto sarkanrikles Cipsti (Anthus cervinus) 16. un 24.05.1992.
Vairakas zviedru putnu vérotaju grupas Kolka vadija pasmaju ornitologs un reto
putnu eksperts Agris Celmins.

1990. gada februarT Latvijas Valsts Universitate nopirka 1856.—1857. gada uz-
biivéto pusmuizas eku Kolka (kops 1961. gada tur atradas skolénu internats) un
ierikoja taja Biologijas fakultates vasaras prakses bazi. Tas veicindja dabas p&tnieku
un studentu regularu klatbiitni Kolka un Bazu purva. Prakses nodarbibas vadija
profesors Janis Priednieks un Sliteres rezervata ornitologs Vilnis Skuja. Sakot ar
1990. gadu beigam arT paSmaju putnu verotaji regulari apmekle Kolkasragu, 1pasi
pavasara migraciju periodos, lai verotu un gredzenotu putnus. Daudziem putnota-
jiem Kolkas apmekl&jums pavasara putnu migracijas laika kluvis par tradiciju.

Laika no 1988. lidz 2003. gadam Latvijas pickrasté notika jiiras izskaloto un
dzivo putnu uzskaites, lai p&titu idensputnu un citu grupu mirstibas apjomus un
iemeslus un sekotu naftas piesarnojuma ietekmei uz jiiras putnu populacijam, ka
ari iegiitu informaciju par daudzu sugu sastopamibu, migraciju fenologiju un kon-
centracijam visas jiiras piekrastes garuma. So projektu vadija Aleksejs Kuro¢kins,
kas pirmo reizi veica izskaloto putnu uzskaites Sliteres Valsts rezervata robezas
09.-10.11.1990. Turpmakajos gados lidzigas uzskaites Ziemelkurzemes piekraste
ornitologi veica samera regulari, uzkrajot vertigu informacijas par jlras un sausze-
mes putnu skaitu un mirstibu. 1993. gada februari Latvijas piekrasté notika naftas
nopliide, kas izraisija jliras putnu bojaeju — daudzas vietas tika atrasti no naftas
piesarnojuma mirusi putni. Piem&ram, pie Kolkas 11.02.1993. 1,5 km gara liedaga
posma tika atrasti 113 beigti putni: 64 melnas piles (Melanitta nigra), 48 kakauli
(Clangula hyemalis) un viena gargale (Gavia spp.). P€c ménesa turpat vél tika at-
rastas 11 melnas piles (Melanitta nigra) un septini kakauli (Clangula hyemalis) —
visiem putniem bija redzamas naftas produktu p&das apspalvojuma. Abos datumos
veiktas uzskaites paradija to, ka boja ir gajusi tikstoSiem putnu, jo jiira regulari
tos izskaloja. UzskaitTto miruSo putnu skaitli ieskicg naftas nopliudes negativo ietek-
mi,— miruSie putni izskaloti krasta ménesa laika, bet naftas plankums turpinaja tos
nogalinat ilgstosi, dreifgjot pa Irbes Saurumu. Sis gramatas autors pirmo reizi Kolku
apmeklgja 02.07.1993., kopa ar A.Kurockinu piedaloties juras izskaloto putnu

uzskaite, noejot ar kajam posmu Iidz Ventspilij (81 km).

=
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Putnosana Kolkasraga un Sliteres Nacionalaja parka (péc 2000. gada)

Putnu verosana Kolkasraga uzplauka sakot ar 2000. gadu, kad Latvija populara
kluva putnu verotaju kustiba un daudzi aktivie «putnotaji» saka lietot putnu veérosanas
teleskopus, labus putnu noteicgjus un personigo autotransportu. Tolaik katras pava-
sara brivdienas Kolka vargja sastapt paSmaju un arzemju putnu vérotajus. Ap $o lai-
ku pieauga arT interesantu faunistisku novérojumu apjoms, par kuriem vargja sameéra
operativi uzzinat interneta, piemeéram, Kolkasrags bija slavens ar saméra griiti atski-
ramas stepes lijas (Circus macrourus) regularajiem novérojumiem apiila otraja
pusé. 2001. gada stipras rudens v&tras izmainija Kolkasraga biotopu, pilnigi noska-
lojot kapu un mitro ieplaku Rigas jiras lica pusg, ar pamatus zem vecajam padomju
robezsargu biivém Irbes §auruma pusé. Sis izmainas samazinaja iesp&ju no raga
vizuali noverot putnus, kas pirms tam 1€kaja pa niedrém ieplaka vai barojas kapas.

5 hihe - g . - ; 1
Juris Kazubiernis Kolka 26.10.2011. Helmuts Hofmanis, veicot putnu uzskaites
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. Bazu purva 19.04.2009.

Foto no H.Hofmana arhiva.

Perioda no 2003. I1dz 2006. gadam valsts monitoringa programmas ietvaros orni-
tologs Juris Kazubiernis (1940-2016) veica pavasara putnu migracijas uzskaites
Kolkasraga prioritarajam sugam, kas ieklautas Eiropas Padomes Putnu direktiva,
starptautisko konvenciju pielikumu sarakstos un Latvijas nacionalajos likumdoSanas
aktos. Pieméram, 2003. gada no 2. aprila lidz 18. maijam uzskaititas 26 putnu sugas
(dienas plésigie putni, piices, lauku balozi u.c.). Vins neregulari skaittja migr&josus
putnus Kolka arT nakamajos gados.
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Pargjie mums pieejamie putnu noverojumi no Kolkasraga veikti parsvara islai-
cigi vai bez metodikas izmantoSanas. P&c gramatas autora apléseém — vairak neka
5 000 novérojumos (Kolka un tas tuvakaja apkartné no 2006. Iidz 2020. gadam)
kopskaita noverotas 253 migr&joso putnu sugas, ka arT 10 nometnieku sugas, dala
no kuram var&ja klejot vai migrét lielakos attalumos. Tiesi Kolkasraga pirmo reizi
Latvija novérotas $adas sugas/pasugas: Jarelli cielava (baltas ciclavas pasuga)
(2008), stepes erglis (Aquila nipalensis) (2009), rietumu lakstigala (Luscinia mega-
rhynchos) (2013) un Svarca kaukitis (Phylloscopus schwarzi) (2013).

Laika posma no 2000. lidz 2004. gadam notika II Latvijas ligzdojoSo putnu
atlanta lauku darbi, skaitot visus ligzdojosus putnus 5x5 km kvadratos, daudzas
uzskaites notika art Sliteres NP teritorija. Savukart no 2007. lidz 2008. gadam no-
tika Sliteres NP ligzdojoSo putnu atlanta darbi, skaitot putnus mazakos kvadratos
(1x1 km). Ka ligzdotajas vai potencialas ligzdotajas uzskaititas 135 putnu sugas.
2010. gada pec ilgaka perioda ornitologi apmekl&ja Kolkas bakas salu, kur pieradija
juras krauklu (Phalacrocorax carbo) ligzdoSanu, vElakajos gados $o putnu skaits
tur pieauga, pieméram, 2015. gada uzskaititas 52 apdzivotas ligzdas.

Perioda no 2006. 1idz 2018. gadam Sliteres NP stradaja ornitologs Helmuts
Hofmanis. Sajos gados vin$ veica plasu ornitologisku darbu — vaca zinas par
Sliteres NP putniem, uzskaitija piekrasté ziemojosos tidensputnus, mednus (Zetrao
urogallus) un rubenus (Lyrurus tetrix) riestu vietas (konstatgjot, ka Bazu purva atro-
das viena no lielakajam rubenu riesta vietam Baltija), marSrutos skaitija vakarlépjus
(Caprimulgus europaeus), pickrastes liedagos un kapas — ligzdojo$os putnus, meklé-
jaun parbaudija reto plésigo putnu ligzdoSanas iecirknus, ka ar1 piedalijas citu putnu
sugu monitoringu programmas. Ka sertificéts eksperts Hofmanis sagatavoja atzinu-
mus, pieméram, par planotajiem saimnieciskajiem pasakumiem 1pasi aizsargajamo
putnu sugu atradnu aizsardziba. Vins vadija ekskursijas putnu véroSanas dienas un
citos pasakumos, publicgja zinatniskus un populari-zinatniskus rakstus, ar refera-
tiem par putnu pétijumiem Sliteres NP uzstajies konferences Latvija un arzemes.

Vairakus gadus H. Hofmanis ziemas méneS$os veica vizualus putnu noveérojumus
no slépna pie speciali ierikotas barotavas lielajiem &rgliem, pieveérSot uzmanibu
juras erglu (Haliaeetus albicilla) gredzenoto Tpatnu gredzenu lasi$anai. Pieméram,
2009. gada nolasiti sesi gredzeni — Cetri gredzenoti Igaunija, pa vienam Lietuva un
Somija. Savukart 2013. gada februari vins kopa ar vides filmu operatoru un rezisoru
Mari Maskalanu noveroja jiiras ergli ar pavecu igaunu gredzenu (mazulis bija ap-
gredzenots Igaunijas Sarema salas Serves pussala 1989. gada maija). NoveroSanas
bridi erglim bija 24,5 gadi, kas vinu ierindo starp vecakajiem jiras rgliem Eiropa!
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2010. gada tika sagatavots Sliteres NP Dabas aizsardzibas plans (periodam
lidz 2020. g.), piedaloties ornitologiem Helmutam Hofmanim, Antrai Stipniecei
un Janim Priedniekam. Lai mazinatu pieaugoso tiristu piepliduma radito negati-
vo ietekmi visa Sliteres NP teritorija, pedeja desmitgade administracija izveidojusi
daudzas labiekartotas takas, auto stavvietas un informativos stendus. 2014. gada
Kolka apmekl&tajiem atklaja putnu vérosanai domatu 16 metrus augstu koka skatu
torni, kas izradijies lieliska vieta migr&joso pleéSputnu uzskaitei un fotografésanai
pavasara menesos.

Pedgja desmitgade ornitologi ne tikai aktivi gredzeno putnus, bet arT apriko
tos ar dazada veida satelita raiditajiem, lai ieghitu detaliz€taku informaciju
par iezim&to putnu migracijas celiem, baroSanas un atpilitas vietam. Lietuvas
ornitologi ar raiditajiem aprikoja vairdkas melnas piles (Melanitta nigra),
kas ziemas ménesos uzturgjas Irbes Sauruma pie Latvijas robezas. Vienam putnam
2012. gada februari signals bija ilgstosi «apstajies» Kolkas jirmala. Lietuvas kolggi
paliidza atrast So raiditaju (toreiz tas maksaja ap 1 500 latu). Marta sakuma,
kad sniegs nokusa, ornitologu grupa vairakas stundas parmeklja Kolkasraga
mezu puskilometra radiusa, — pastavot aizdomam, ka boja gajuso tumso pili meza
ievilkusi kada no liela skaita Seit sastopamajam lapsam. Tika atrastas vairakas
putnu atliekas — sudrabkaijas (Larus argentatus), divu kakaulu (Clangula hyema-
lis) un Cetru majas balozu (Columba livia), ka ar1 uzietas tris lapsu alas. Apméram
100 metrus no krasta, pie lapsu alas ornitologi atrada tumsas piles spalvas, asti
un kaulu fragmentus. Visbeidzot — Vladimirs Smislovs uz zemes ieraudzija dargo
raiditaju! lerici nositija atpakal uz Lietuvu, ornitologi to vargja izmantot atkartoti.

Slitere iedibinata laba tradicija — organizet zinatniskas konferences, kuras
dabas petnieki un visi interesenti apmainas ar jaunumiem par aktualiem un vesturis-
kiem notikumiem un pétfjumiem Sliteres Nacionalaja parka. Pirmais $ads pasakums
notika 1980. gada, nakamie — 2013. un 2018. gada.

Ornitologu grupa ar atrasto melnas piles satelita raiditaju Kolkas meza 07.03.2012.
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis.
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LigzdojoSie putni

Ligzdosana ir vitali svarigs putnu dzives posms. Pateicoties dzivotnu (biotopu)
un ainavisku kompleksu dazadibai, Sliteres NP teritorija sastopamas daudzas ligzdo-
joSo putnu sugas un vietam arf liels ligzdotaju blivums. Veicot uzskaites Sliteres NP
teritorija, 2007. un 2008. gada kopskaita atrastas 135 putnu sugas: ar pieraditu ligz-
doSanu 77 sugas, ar ticamu ligzdoSanu — 23 sugas un ar iesp&jamu ligzdoSanu — 35 su-
gas. Domajams, arT miisdienas ap 150 putnu sugu katru gadu izperé mazulus un
nakamajos gados atgriezas, lai turpinatu ligzdoSanu. Ligzdotajus varam iedalit
péc pamata dzivotném, kuras tie uzturas, veido ligzdas, izdgj olas un izved mazulus.
Turpmak teksta aprakstitas vairakas biotopiem raksturigakas ligzdojosas putnu
sugas, kuras putnu verotaji ir apzinajusi Sliteres NP robeZzas.

Meza putni

Sliteres NP teritorija atrodas dazadu kategoriju mezi, dalai ir raksturiga augsta
biologiska daudzveidiba, Ipasi Zilo kalnu krauja un Zviedru meza masiva. Putniem
bagati ir arT piejuras priezu mezi. Daudzas meza putnu sugas ligzdas ieriko uz ze-
mes, dala — virszemes augaja, krimajos un kokos (zaros un dobumos), citas sugas
izmanto cilveku izveidotas konstrukcijas — biiriSus vai maksligas ligzdas. No intere-
santajiem ligzdotajiem var€tu atzimet trispirkstu dzeni (Picoides tridactylus), vienu
no retakajam dzenu sugam Latvija. Pec 1992. gada vasaras ugunsgréka Bazu purva
un ta apkartng $ie dzeni liela skaita paradijas mezos ap purvu, jo nodegusaja koksné
savairojas kukaini, ar kuriem baroties. Sis nelielais dzenis ir visai kluss, ligzdo pasa
izkaltos dobumos, nereti sausajos (ar1 dal&ji nodegusajos) kokos, bet pieaugusie
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mazuli, prasot baribu, ligzda uzvedas visai skali — tos meza var sadzirdét jau pa
gabalu. Sliteres mezos un apdzivotu vietu parkos, ka ar kapsétas ligzdo meza piice
(Strix aluco), kops 2010. gada Kolkas un Vaides mezos ka pastaviga iemitniece
atziméta arT uralpiice (Strix uralensis). Sis sugas populacija apdzivo parsvara Latvi-
jas austrumu dalu, ligzdoSanas areala robeza iet mazliet uz rietumiem no Daugavas.

No kurienes §1s nometnieces paradijusas Kurzemes ziemelos? Domajams, ka
putni parcelusies no Igaunijas caur Sarema salu. Uralpiice barojas ar pelveidigajiem
grauzgjiem, ligzdu ieriko lielu koku dobumos vai lielas (dienas pl&sigo putnu) ligz-
das kokos. Pavasara naktis var sadzirdet So putnu riestu vai vélak pamanit jaunos
putnus kokos, kuru tuvuma tup viens vai abi pieaugusie putni. Mazulu apdraude-
juma gadijuma uralpiice var arT uzbrukt, ievainojot ar asiem nagiem. Tikai retais
Sliteres NP mezos var sastapt vai sadzirdét meza karali — Latvija sastopamo lielako
piici — api (Bubo bubo). Sie putni ligzdo uz zemes vai specialas maksligajas
ligzdas kokos, barojas tumsajas diennakts stundas, jlirmala medijot putnus un citus
dzivniekus. Par Gipja klatbiitni meza vai kapas var liecinat ar1 ta medijuma atliekas —
putnu spalvas vai lielas atrijas. Izp&tot atriju sastavu, p&tnieki var noteikt, ar kadiem
dzivniekiem un kada apjoma {ipji barojas. Atrijas ir raksturigas ari dienas plésiga-
jiem putniem, art kaijam.

VN A

Upja (Bubo bubo) atrija Stla (Garrulus glandaius) mazuli ligzda.
Foto: Aleksejs Kurockins. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

Braucot vai pastaigajoties pa meZza celiem un takam, vasaras vakaros un krésla
reiz€m var sadzirdet un ieraudzit dziedosus vakarlepjus (Caprimulgus europaeus).
Sie nakts laika aktivie putni medi kukainus, ar lielo atplesto muti atri lidojot starp
kokiem, reizém nolaizoties uz cela. Sliteres NP meZi nodroSina izcilu Sai sugai
piemérotu biotopa kopumu, tap&c, piemeram, posma no Kolkas [idz Mazirbei
(20 km) ir salidzinosi liels vakarlépju ligzdosanas blivums (uzskaititi ap 20 Tpatni).
Retam putnotajam ir izdevies nejausi sameklét uz zemes vakarlépja ligzdu — fak-
tiski mazu bedriti ar 2 raibam olam vai mazuliem. Diena pieaugusie putni gul koku
zaros, perfekti maskgjoties ar briingano apspalvojumu. Pat pamanot zaru, uz kura
putns nolaidies, reizem ir griti to saskatit, tik prasmigs ir maskesanas terps! Latvija
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vakarlépji pavada pusi no gada, atlikuSo laiku aiznem cel§ uz/no ziemoSanas vietam
Afrika. Sis sugas zinatniskais nosaukums «Caprimulgus» nozimé «kazas sicgjs».
Iesauka radusies sen: kréslas laika vakarlépjiem rinkojot ap kazu ganampulku, cil-
veki iedomajusies, ka vakarlépji ar plato muti stic kazas pienu. Patiesiba tie gaisa
ker kukainus, kuri lidinas ap kazu ekskrementiem.

Vienlaikus ar vakarlépjiem pie meza gravjiem un ieplakam, virs meza lauku-
miem un celiem var dzirdet parlidojoso sloku (Scolopax rusticola) balsis. Atlidojot
no ziemos$anas vietam, slokas steidz aiznemt savu meza teritoriju, kuru tevini krésla
un nakt1 patrulg, parlidojot un izdodot raksturigus svilpienus, bridinot konkurentus,
ka vieta ir aiznemta. ArT $is putns ligzdas ieriko uz zemes, déjuma 3—4 olas. Sliteres
NP Zviedru meZa masiva 2010. gada maija H. Hofmanis atrada slokas ligzdu ar
5 olam (netipisks gadijums). Rudenos slokas aizlido, vien retumis pie mums parzie-
mo pie neaizsalstoSajiem gravjiem mezos.

Pavasaros — aprili un maija sakuma laukos uz riestu pulcgjas rubenu (Lyrurus
tetrix) tevini. Sos uzmanigos putnus izdodas novérot visai reti, vairak var sadzirdét,
jo riesta laika tie izdod raksturigas skalas skanas. Rubenu matites salido uz riestu
un izvelas stiprako tevinu, ligzdu ieriko meza uz zemes. Mazuli péc ligzdas at-
staSanas kopa ar matiti pasi staiga un skrien baribas meklgjumos, tos var pamanit
mezos, laukos un celmalas. Aukstajos gada me&neSos nelieli rubenu barini barojas ar
bérzu, melnalksnu un citu koku pumpuriem. Sliteres NP teritorija rubenu medibas
ir aizliegtas.

Jurmalas putni

Jurmalas liedags un kapas ir nozimiga ligzdoSanas un barosanas vieta vairakam
putnu sugam. Upes tartin$ (Charadrius dubius) ir tipisks jirmala ligzdojoss putns,
atkariba no liedaga platuma un citiem faktoriem (pieméram, antropogéna traucg-
juma) Sie mazie brid€jputni ligzdas ierikoSanai izvélas liedaga joslu vai smil$ainas
kapas. Diemzgl Sliteres NP teritorija So putnu skaits ped&jas desmitgades ieveéroja-
mi samazinajies, jo cilvéku un sunu klatbiitne ligzdoSanas sezona tos pamatigi iz-
biede,— tartini izvelas ligzdot mierigakas vietas vai ieriko ligzdas kapas, kur mazak
trauc€jumu. Mazuli tiek izvesti un izaug turpat liedaga un kapas. Svariga loma So
putnu mazulu izdzivosanai ir izskalotajiem sausajiem kokiem, pie kuriem mazuli
slépjas no saules un plésgjiem. Diemzgl tiristi nereti savac $os sausenus uguns-
kuriem, tadgjadi mazinot dzivotnes piemé&rotibu putniem. Kadreiz Pitraga jirmala
ligzdoja pa kadam upes zirinam (Sterna hirundo) un mazajam zirinam (Sternula
albifrons), bet kops XX gs. 90. gadiem antropogéna trauc€juma del Sie putni ka
ligzdotaji tur vairs nav sastopami.
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Kapas uz zemes ligzdu ieriko ar1 balta
cielava (Motacilla alba), barojoties liedaga
izskalojumos ar sikiem kukainiem. Tur-
pat pareti ligzdo arT stepes Cipste (Anthus
campestris) — aizsargajama putnu suga,
kas ieklauta Eiropas Savienibas Putnu
direktivas I pielikuma. Pastaigajoties jir-
mala, Sos putnus viegli var atpazit péc

Stepes cipste (Anthus campestris) ) o ;
Foto: Olegs Mizinenko. izskata un raksturigas dziesmas. Stepes

Cipste ligzdu iertko kapas uz zemes, bet
atskiriba no baltas cielavas barojas ar kukainiem vairak kapas, ne liedaga. Sastopa-
ma Irbes Sauruma jiirmalas kapas.

Ziemelkurzemes jirmala mazulus izved divas pilu sugas. Liela gaura (Mergus
merganser) ieriko ligzdas un izper€ olas lielu koku dobumos, bet ar izvestiem ma-
zuliem parvietojas uz tuvako upi vai netalo jirmalu, kur seklumos barojas ar mazam
zivim, atptsas liedaga. Gauru per&jumus var ieraudzit daudzviet jlirmala, arT pie
Kolkasraga. Savukart Latvija lielakajai pilei — Samsalas dizpilei (Tadorna tador-
na) — piekrastes zvejniekciemos patik ierikot ligzdas dazadas cilvéku veidotajas
konstrukcijas — zem koka sktiniem, zem laivam, pat maju pagrabos. Ar mazuliem
dizpiles parvietojas uz jirmalu, kur pavada turpmakos ménesus. Atskiriba no citam
pilu sugam, kuram mazulus izved tikai matite, Samsalas dizpilei ar pergjumu kopa
paliek abi para putni. Interesanti atzimét, ka abam min&tajam pilu sugam ir raks-
turiga atbildiba arT par citiem mazuliem, reiz€m «bérnu darzos» apvienojas divi vai
vairaki per&jumi (Iidz pat 50 mazuliem vienkopus). Vairaki vecaki (matites gauram
un abi partneri dizpilém) lauj citiem pieaugusiem putniem laiku pa laikam atptisties
un uzkrat spekus arpus peréjuma. Gauras paliek pie mums ziemot, bet dizpiles aiz-
lido ziemot uz Rietumeiropu.

Upes tartins
(Charadrius dubius) = =
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Apdzivotu vietu putni

Dala no sugam ligzdo cilvéku apdzivotas vietas, ierikojot ligzdas gan €kas un
citas konstrukcijas (pieméram, elektribas stabos), gan darzos un maurinos pie ma-
jam. Tipiski apdzivotu vietu putni ir visiem zinamie majas balozi (Columba livia),
majas zvirbuli (Passer domesticus), majas Curkstes (Delichon urbicum), pelekas
varnas (Corvus corone) un melnie meza strazdi (Turdus merula). Kolka saimniect-
bas €ku nisas ligzdo melnie erickini (Phoenicurus ochruros), kurus viegli var at-
pazit pec raksturigas balss un dziesmas, turklat Sie putni dzied gaisas dienas visa
garuma — no agra rita [idz vélam vakaram, reizém uzdzied pat véla rudeni. Zinama
méra pie apdzivotu vietu putniem misdienas varam pieskaitit ari sudrabkaijas
(Larus argentatus), kas kop$ 1970. gadiem iemacijusas sadzivot ar cilvékiem,
taisot ligzdas un izperinot mazulus uz €ku jumtiem. Art Kolka p&dgjos gados uz eku
jumtiem var pamanit pergjosas kaijas vai mazulus, Ipasi pie ostas.

Pagalmus ar laukakmenu kravumiem vai atseviskus lielus akmenus/betona
blokus apdzivo akmencakstites (Oenanthe oenanthe). Parasti $os putnus pamana
p&c to uztraukuma uzvedibas, kad cilveks tuvojas vinu ligzdoSanas teritorijai — putns
leka pa akmeniem, izradot neapmierinatibu, un bridina ar svilpieniem. Ligzdas
iertko akmenos un dazados saimniecibas priekSmetos, pieméram, caurul€s un
metala [0znu kaudzes. Tuvu cilvékiem dzivo arT viens no eksotiskakajiem Lat-
vijas putniem — pupukis (Upupa epops), apdzivojot cilveku veidotas konstrukci-
jas un koka €kas. Neskatoties uz koSo apspalvojumu un vidgjo izméru, Sie put-
ni necensas pieverst cilvéku uzmanibu, barojas uz zemes, ar garo knabi meklgjot
iemilotako baribas objektu — zemesvézi. Pupuki ligzdo arT koku dobumos, strazdu
biiriSos, dazados caurumos koka biives, reiz€m arT akmenu kravumos. Pe&c mazulu
izlido$anas no ligzdas kadu laiku pupukus var novérot nelielos barinos — pieaugusos

Melnais erickins
(Phoenicurus ochruros)
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Sudrabkaija (Larus argentatus)

15.06.2011. Kolka novérota Joti netipiska,
ligzda uz Kolkas ostas jumta 29.04.2018. pilnigi albina peléka varna (Corvus corone
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. cornix), kopd ar normali krasotu ipatni.
Foto: Helmuts Hofmanis.

putnus un 2—4 jaunos putnus, kurus var atskirt p&c apspalvojuma. Blakus cilvekiem
dzivo ar1 viens no skaistakajiem baloziem — gredzeniibele (Streptopelia decaorto),
kas paradijusies Latvija vien 1960. gados, strauji izplatijusies, apdzivo vairak Lat-
vijas dienvidu dalu. DziedoSos tévinus var sadzirdét un pamanit uz vadiem vai
kokos ar1 Ziemelkurzemes ciemos, pieméram, Kolka. L1dzigi ka citas balozu sugas,
ziemas ménesos gredzeniibeles uz nak$nosanu pulcgjas baros, kad viena koka var
saskaitit pat dazus desmitus Tpatnu.

Lauku putni

Sliteres NP ir vairaki lauku masivi un daudz nelielu tirumu. Ligzdosanai
pa dienu, bet visvairak vélos vakaros un naktis. Siem putniem ir vajadziga isa
zale, tap€c nav daudz vietu, kur Sos putnus var sastapt. Barojas griezes ar slickam,
dazadiem kukainiem, reiz€m ar sikajam vardém, arT ar séklam un augu dalam.
Ligzdu ieriko uz zemes, t€vini peréSana un mazulu izvésana nepiedalas. Griez€ém
patik staigat, pat iztrauc€ts Tpatnis censas aizskriet un noslépties zalg, vien retakos
gadijumos aizlido. Grieze ir talais migrants, ziemo centralaja un DA Afrika, migré

Briina ¢akste
>~ (Lanius collurio) Grieze

(Crex crex)
W b

-
i
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naktis, lidojuma redzama loti
reti. Agrak bija pat ticgums,
ka griezes no Afrikas uz lig-
zdoSanas vietam atgriezas ar
kajam, jo cilvéki nebija redzg-
jusi tas lidojuma.

Viena no Kolkas «Usu»

piemajas teritorijas un tas ap-
kartnes netipiskajam apdzivo-

A,

. . : Laukirbe (Perdix perdix) Kolkas ciema pie «Usux»
tajam ir laukirbe (Perdix mgjam. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.
perdix). Parasti Sie putni mit
lielakos lauku masivos, bet dazu paru ligzdoSana un regulara klatbltne
konstateta ar1 arpus lielajiem laukiem — Kolkas ciema, kuru apskauj lieli meza
masivi un jiira. Reizém $os putnus var nejausi sastapt pie «USu» majam, celmala
vai pat kapas pie Kolkasraga. Laukirbes ir nometnieces, talus attalumus
neparlido, dzives lielako dalu pavada uz zemes, parvietojoties ar stiprajam
kajam. Bargu ziemu laika daudz So putnu iet boja, bet vietam cilveki tiem
palidz parziemot, piebarojot ar graudiem un atbrivojot kadu laukumu no sniega, lai
putni baribas meklgjumos varetu tikt pie zemes virsmas. Vel viens raksturigs lauku
ainavu iemitnieks ir briina ¢akste (Lanius collurio), kuru parasti var ieraudzit krii-
ma gala vai zaru kaudzg — tupot uz medibu torna — no kura novérojama apkartne,
meklgjot sienazus, spares, reizém ari kirzakas un mazakus putninus. Vasaras beigas
Sajas vietas Cakstes uzturas grupas kopa ar jaunajiem putniem. Zinama meéra pie
lauku putniem var€tu pieskaitit niedru liju (Circus aeruginosus), kas ieriko ligzdas
kada mitra ieplaka, ezeros un dikos, bet lido baroties uz laukiem, medijot sikus
z1ditajus, putnus un citas sikas radibas. Lido I&ni, plangjot virs lauka vai celmalas,
bet, ieraugot potencialu medijumu, piké ar garajam kajam pa prieksu, un veiksmes
gadijuma pacelas no zemes ar medijumu.

Purva putni

Latvija ir bagata ar purviem, bet Sliteres NP lepnums ir unikalais Bazu purvs.
Saja purva ligzdosanas perioda novérots mazakais no miisu ligzdojosajiem dienas
pleésputniem — purva piekiins (Falco columbianus), kas barojas ar kukainiem, medi-
jot tos virs purva un netalu esosajiem atklatajiem meza laukumiem. Ligzdu ieriko
citu putnu, visbiezak peléko varnu, vecajas ligzdas. Ir jaatzZimg, ka varnas no purviem
pakapeniski pargajusas uz ligzdosanu tuvak cilvékiem, tapec piekiiniem paradijusas
grutibas ar savas ligzdvietas iertkoSanu. Ir pat zinami gadijumi, kad ligzdas tika
ierikotas uz zemes. Cilvékam atrodoties picktinu ligzdoSanas vietu tuvuma, pieau-
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Lielas cakstes (Lanius excubitor) Purva piekinu (Falco columbarius) mazuli
ligzdosanas biotopa purva. ligzda. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

gusie putni aktivi parada neapmierinatibu, kliedzot un uztraukti lidinoties. Sados
gadijumos labak $o vietu pamest, licki netraucgjot. Pieversot uzmanibu cilvekiem,
pieaugusie putni var nepamanit kada cita ples€ja klatbiitni, pieméram, kraukla, kas
pergjoso putnu prombiitnes laika var apést déjumu vai mazulus. Neskatoties uz
mazo izmeru, pieklini ir drosmigi un nepiecieSamibas reiz€ uzbriuk pat lielajiem
ergliem, tos padzenot no savas teritorijas. No citiem, tie$i ar purviem saistitiem
dienas plésigajiem putniem, jaatzimé Latvija loti reti sastopamo cuskergli (Circae-
tus gallicus). Sis sugas baribas specializcija ir noradita nosaukuma — érgli medi
purvos mito$as odzes, reizém ari kirzakas, vardes un putnus. Ciiska tiek norita ve-
sela, ar galvu pa prieksu. Ciskerglus var ieraudzit visai reti, tie dzivo klusi, vien
riesta laika var izdoties dzirdet to balsis. Ligzda izaug tikai viens mazulis. No
augstajam purvam tipiskajiem brid€jputniem var atzZimé&t dzelteno tartinu (Pluvi-
alis apricaria), kas ieriko ligzdu purva akacos. Izvestie mazuli, vecaku pieskatiti,
kajam parvietojas pa purvu, meklgjot baribai sikus kukainus. So sugu var vieg-

Purva piekiins
(Falco columbarius)

. Dzeltenais tartins e
Rubenis (V7> (Pluvialis apricaria)
(Lyrurus tetrix)
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li pamanit péc raksturiga, diezgan skala uztraukuma sauciena, ko tartini izdod,
pamanot cilvéka tuvoSanos ligzdoSanas teritorijai. 80. gadu sakuma Bazu purva
uzskaititi 5-8 dzelteno tartinu pari. Ar1 liela Cakste (Lanius excubitor) ir tipisks
augsto purvu apdzivotajs, ligzdas vij purva priedités. Sie putni ir plesgji, mekle
medijumu no paaugstinajumiem — nelielu koku galiem, bet arpus ligzdoSanas se-
zonas uzturas lauksaimniecibas zemes, par medibu posteniem izvéloties vadus,
zogus, zimju stabus u.tml. vietas. Partiek no lieliem kukainiem, sikiem zidita-
jiem (pelém) un maza izméra putniem, mazo medijumu ap&dot uzreiz, bet lielako
uzdurot uz asa zarina un apédot pa dalam. Arpus ligzdoSanas laika liela ¢akste
veido uzkrajumus, nomeditos dzivniekus uzdurot uz asiem priekSmetiem, lai péc
laika atgrieztos un notiesatu. Bazu purvs ir viena no lielakajam rubena (Lyrurus
tetrix) riesta vietam Baltija, piem&ram, 19.04.2009. tur uzskaititi 66 rubenu tevini.
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Putnu migracija — dabas Sovs

Latviju Skérso Baltas — Baltijas juras putnu migracijas cels, pa kuru katru gadu
visos gadalaikos, visvairak pavasaros un rudenos, parvietojas miljoniem putnu no
vairak neka 250 sugam. Masveidigo putnu parvietosanos veicina bargie ziemas ap-
stakli ziemelos, bet labvéligie apstakli ligzdoSanas laika.

Migracijas periods ir labakais laiks, kad pieredz&jusi putnu vérotaji dienas laika
no viena punkta var noteikt vizuali un atpazit p&c balss simts un pat vairak putnu
sugu. Migrgjosie putni lido plasa fronte, katrai grupai ir sava parlidojuma taktika
un fenologija, atkariga no dazadiem apstakliem — attalumiem, ligzdo§anas perioda,
ziemoSanas vietas u.c. Migracijas periods dazadam sugam ilgst no dazam dienam
lidz 3-4 ménesiem. Tas ir sareZgits un pat bistams putna dzives posms, ko ietekmé
daudzi faktori — meteorologiskie apstakli visa parlidojumu perioda, iesp&ja atrast
pietiekosi baribu, lai uzkratu energiju un atjaunotu talajiem lidojumiem nepiecie$a-
mo tauku slani. Putnu pieredzi veido zinasanas par vietam, kur var drosi apstaties,
baroties un atpiisties, un ari veiksme, lai parlidojuma laika netiktu apésti. Parlido-
jumu trasg ir daudz bistamu vietu un apstaklu: cilvéka izraisits vides piesarnojums
un sabiivétas konstrukcijas (vadi, bakas), putnu medibu vietas, plésigie putni un
dzivnieki.

Gar Latvijas piekrasti putnu migracija ir izteiktaka, jo jiira ir dabiska barjera
daudzam sugam, kas izv€las lidot gar sauszemi. Pavasaros Ziemelkurzemée cela uz
ziemeliem koncentr&jas miljoniem putnu, bet rudenos migracija tur nav tik izteikta.
Vairakam sugam migracija vai parvietoSanas nelielos attalumos verojama ar1 zie-
mas ménesos. Viens no putnu grutakajiem migracijas posmiem iet pari jirai, jo no
Kolkasraga tuvaka sauszeme, iznemot Kolkas bakas salu, ir Sarema salas DR mala
(Serves pussala), lidz kurai no Kolkasraga taisna linija ir 32 km. Par&jiem putniem,
kuri virzas ZA virziena, tuvaka zeme ir Ronu sala (35 km) un Igaunijas R piekraste
(93 km).

Briesmas migréjosajiem putniem

Sauszemes putni censas parlidojumu laika lidot virs sauszemes, kur nepiecieSami-
bas gadijuma, iestajoties nogurumam, izsalkumam vai sliktiem meteorologiskiem
apstakliem, ir iesp&ja nolaisties un atpiisties. Lidojot lielakus attalumus virs atklatas
juras, $adu iesp&ju ir gauzam maz — nereti putni atpiias uz kugiem jlira vai ne-
lielam salam, piem&ram, uz Kolkas bakas salas. Baltijas jiira ir saméra maza, bet, to
Skersojot, katru gadu iet boja simtiem tikstoSu sauszemes putnu — dazadu negativu
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apstaklu  dél noslikstot.
Arl kaijas nereti cenSas
lidojuma notriekt mazos
putnus, apzinoties vinu ne-
sp&ju pacelties no udens. |
Par to var parliecinaties,
migracijas periodos piever-
Sot uzmanibu jurmalas
izskalojumu zonai, kur
pat neliclos liedaga pos-

mos var atrast lidz de-
. _ Parlidojuma laika noguris plukskis (Turdus iliacus)
smitiem  strazdu, cirulu g . ; >
- " nolaidies uz kuga Irbes Sauruma.
un citu sauszemes putnU  Foto: Aleksejs Kurockins.

sparnu un astu. Piemé&ram,

veicot jiras izskaloto putnu uzskaites 30.04.2011., diviem uzskaites veice-
jiem 16 km Irbes Sauruma jiirmalas posma (no Mikeltorna Iidz Ovisiem) izdevas
atrast 501 putnu Iikus vai to atliekas (no 1 Iidz 78 putniem uz 1 km piekrastes,
vidgji 31 putns’km) no 27 sugam. Lielaka skaita atrasti: 142 dziedataj-
strazdi, 74 plukski, 67 zubites, 43 melnie meza strazdi, 40 pelekie strazdi un
42 sarkanriklites. Migr&joSo putnu straumei seko dienas plesigie putni, piemeram,
zvirbulvanagi, kas aktivi medl migrantus visa cela garuma. Daudzi putni iet boja
migracijas laika, Tpasi miglas apstaklos, nositoties elektribas un citos vados. Putnus
piesaista arT apdzivotu vietu apgaismojums, apzilbinoties tie var ietrickties kadas
konstrukcijas.

Putnu pavasara migracija

Putnu pavasara migracija sakas jau februari, kad agrie ligzdotaji cenSas atrak
atgriezties savas ligzdoSanas teritorijas, kamer konkurenti nav aizn€musi teritoriju.
Dala sugu ziemas beigas mekIg€ iespgjas atrast baribu uz tikko atkusuSiem zemes
gabaliem, kur saglabajusas baribas palickas. Ka pirmie pavasara migranti Kurzemé
ierodas lauku ciruli (Alauda arvensis), meza balozi (Columba oenas), kivites
(Vanellus vanellus), ka ar tidensputni — piles, zosis un gulbji. Savukart, ja pavasarim
tipiskie laika apstakli kav€jas un ziema ieilgst, pirmie atlidojusie gajputni, nespgjot
atrast pietieckami daudz baribas, spiesti atgriezties atpakal. Marta beigas Kolkasraga
parasti ir novérojams pirmo migrantu plismas skaitliskais maksimums. Lidz pat
maija beigam, kad Kurzeme ierodas pedgjie migranti, parsvara sugas, kas atlido
no tilajam ziemoSanas teritorijam Afrika, migréjoso putnu skaits regulari papil-
dinas ar jaunam sugam. Periods ar maksimali iesp&jamo migr&joso putnu sugu skai-
tu Ziemelkurzeme ir aprila beigas.
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Katru pavasari, sakot no februara beigam lidz maija beigam, part Latvijai no D/DR uz Z/
ZA iet aktivs putnu migracijas cels, gan virs sauszemes, gan virs jiras. Ziemelkurzemé
putnu celi krustojas Kolkasraga, kur vérojama lielaka migrantu koncentrdcija. No turienes
putni izvelas celu pari jirai uz tuvako Igaunijas sauszemi — Saremd vai Ronu salu, vai
rietumu piekrasti. Dala izvelas lidot pa droSako marSrutu, izvairoties no jiras Skersosanas
— gar Rigas juras lica malu celda uz Igauniju vai Krieviju.

Putnu rudens migracija

Rudens migracija dalai no sugam sakas jau jiinija un jalija, kad neligzdota-
ji un jau noligzdojusie (ar jaunajiem putniem) pulc€jas baros un uzsak klejosa-
nu vai parlidojumus nelielos attalumos, meklgjot labakas baroSanas vietas. Jilija
Ziemelkurzemes piekraste noverotas arT dazu sugu tidensputnu migracijas uz spal-
vu mainas vietam, ka arT kaijveidigo putnu — kaiju un zirinu populaciju — koncen-
trésanas pie Kolkasraga, kur ir labakas baroSanas vietas. Sakot no julija sakuma uz
Latvijas jiiras piekrasti atlido liels migréjoso brid€jputnu skaits, sasniedzot mak-
simumu augusta un septembri. Atskiriba no pavasara migracijas taktikas, rudenos
Kolkasraga nav tik izteiktas sauszemes putnu migracijas, jo dala putnu koncentrgjas
pie Sarema salas Serves pussalas un $kérso jiiru virziena uz Ovisiem. Tikai pie
rietumu v&jiem dala no Siem migrantiem sasniedz ar1 Kolkasragu, pielidojot no
juras puses, un turpina migraciju uz dienvidiem gar piekrasti. Lielakais migrantu
skaits rudenos Kolka ir atziméts septembri.
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savu migrdciju vai nelielus parlidojumu D un DR virziend uz labakajam barosanas un
atpiitas vietam. Migrdcijas trase lielakoties iet gar sauszemi, atduroties pret jiiras piekras-
ti, lielaka dala migrantu Igaunijas pusei parlido gar Saremd salas Sirves pussalu un tad
skerso jiru, izlidojot pie Ovisiem. Citi putni lido no Igaunijas R piekrastes caur Ronu salu
Kurzemes virzienavai plasa fronté parlido virs Vidzemes Lietuvas virziend.

Dienas un nakts migranti

Lielaka putnu dala migre dienas gaisaja laika, bet ir daudz ar1 tadu sugu, kas par-
vietojas tumsaja laika: dikuri, zosis, dumpji, slokas, griezes, strazdi, sarkanriklites,
ka arT nakts/krésla aktivas sugas — piices, vakarlépji u.c. Ornitologi iemacijusies
skaitt migr&joSus putnus, verojot tos ar teleskopu uz pilnmeéness fona vai specialu
prozektoru gaisma. Dalu no §iem migrantiem var konstatgt pec balss, kuru tie iz-
dod lidojuma, neredzot paSus putnus. Piemé&ram, izteikta balss ir lielajam dumpim,
kas uzsak migraciju no lielajam niedru audz&m, reiz€m turas ari barinos un izdod
skanas, komunicgjot sava starpa. Nakts laika daudzi putnu bari parvietojas samera

augstu debests.
x
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Migréjosie putni Sliteres NP un apkartné

Gargales un dikuri. Abu grupu putni samera biezi sastopami jiras piekraste,
ar asiem knabjiem meistarigi kerot sikas zivis. Gargales ligzdo Eiropas ziemelos,
bet ievérojamu laiku arpus ligzdoSanas sezonas pavada tieSi juras, kur barojas
samera talu no krasta. Latvija ir noverotas Cetras gargalu sugas, divas visai biezi
sastopamas — melnkakla gargale (Gavia arctica) un briinkakla gargale (Gavia stel-
lata). Ziemelkurzemes piekrastes jiira tas var ieraudzit gandriz visu gadu, mazak
vasaras ménesos. Pavasara migracijas maksimums §Im divam sugam sakrit ar ci-
tiem ziemelos ligzdojosajiem putniem, kas masveida migré Tsi pirms sniega kusanas
ziemelu tundras — sakot no aprila beigdm un visu maiju. P&c ligzdoSanas sezonas
gargales pie mums atlido septembri, ziemas ménesos dala parziemo Baltijas jlra.
Divas loti reti Latvijas piekrasté sastopamas sugas — polaro gargali (Gavia im-
mer) un dzeltenknabja gargali (Gavia adamsii) — p&dgjas desmitgades dazas reizes
diukuru sugam pie Kolkasraga jiira visbiezak var sastapt parastako — cekuldiikuri
(Podiceps cristatus). Arpus ligzdoganas sezonas, no septembra lidz maijam, $eit var
noverot parlidojosus Tpatnus, ar lielakas koncentracijas (lidz pat 500-800) rudens
meénesos, bet pavasaros tie vienuviet pulcgjas mazaka skaita (Iidz 50). Dazi desmiti
cekuldukuru turpat ar1 parziemo, ja jiira nav aizsalusi. Citas tris dikuru sugas —
pelekvaigu dukuris (Podiceps grisegena), ragainais dukuris (Podiceps auritus) un
mazais diukuris (Tachybaptus ruficollis) — Ziemelkurzemes jirmala ir sastopamas
daudz retak.

Zosis. Latvija ir sastopamas devinas zosu sugas, bet par divam grib&tos pastastit
vairak. Baltvaigu zoss (Branta leucopsis) ziemoSanas vietas atrodas Vacijas rie-
tumu dala un Niderlandg, bet uz ligzdoSanas vietam Igaunija, Somija un Krie-
vijas ziemelos Sie putni masveidigi (ap 100 000 Tpatnu) parlido gar Baltijas jiiras
piekrasti un dalgji arT par sauszemi. Pirmie migranti Latvija tiek noveroti marta, bet
lielaka skaita parlido maija, kad dienas laika piekrast€ var uzskaitit lidz vairakiem
tikstoSiem Tpatnu daudzos mazos baros. Kolkasraga uzskaitito migréjoso baltvai-
gu zosu rekords registréts 20.05.2009., kad divas stundas saskaititi 7 035 parlido-
josie patni. Rudenos pirmie putni novéroti septembra vidd, sasniedzot maksimumu
ménesa beigas, kad caur Kolku dienas laika parlido ap 600-1000 patnu, pedgjie
migranti atzZiméti novembra vidi. Otra suga — melngalvas zoss (Branta bernicla)
parziemo Rietumeiropas un Ziemeleiropas valstis (sakot no Danijas, populacija ap
200 000), pavasaros uz ligzdoSanas vietam Krievijas ziemelos lido vairak gar Balti-
jas juras rietumu krastu. Tap&c pavasaros pie mums melngalvas zosis noverotas loti
reti, vasaras pirmaja pusé piekraste regulari var sastapt 1—4 vasarojosos Ipatnus, kas
atpalikusi no par&jiem migrantiem. Sie putni ir visai drosi, pielaiz cilvékus tuvuma
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lidz daziem desmitiem metru. Rudenos Latvijas piekrastes jirmala melngalvas zo-
sis sastopamas biezak, bet, sakot ar 2010. gada rudens sezonu, ir atzZiméts, ka pie
rietumu v&jiem melngalvas zoss migracijas trase nobidas un iet gar Kolkasragu. Tad
dienas laika var uzskaitit [1dz pat vairakiem simtiem 1patnu daudzos mazos barinos
(24.09.2013. uzskaitits 1 000 Tpatnu). Kolkasrags ir labaka §Ts sugas noveroSanas
vieta rudens migracija Latvija!

Melngalvas zoss (Branta bernicla) barini pie Kolkas raga.
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis.
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Melngalvas zoss (Branta bernicla). Tumsas piles (Melanitta fusca) lidojuma.
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

Udensputni. Gar Ziemelkurzemes jiirmalu un pa iek$zemi katru gadu parlido
miljoniem Gdensputnu, tai skaita gulbji, zosis un piles. No Kolkasraga novérotas
24 no 28 (85%) Latvija registrétajam So grupu sugam. Pie Kolkasraga parlidojumu
laika var samera regulari vérot paugurknabja gulbjus (Cygnus olor) — parastako no
miisu gulbjiem. Sie putni biezi parlido gar jiiras piekrasti un aplido Kolkasragu,
iegriezoties Rigas juras Iic1 vai Irbes Sauruma. Retak gulbji nolaizas jura,
lai atptstos, un péc kada laika turpina savu celu. Divas dzeltenknabja
gulbju sugas — ziemelu gulbis (Cygnus cygnus) un mazais gulbis (Cygnus
columbianus bewickii) — migracijas periodos var noveérot gandriz visur Latvija,
tai skaita ari Kurzemes piekrastes josla. Gulbji bieZi parlido gimenés — baltie
pieaugusie un pelekie jaunie. Labakais laiks migr&joso gulbju vérosanai pie Kolkas
ir marts, aprilis un oktobris.
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No pilém Ziemelkurzemes piekrasté ir jaatzimé tipiskas jliras putnu sugas —
kakaulis (Clangula hyemalis), melna pile (Melanitta nigra) un tumsa pile (Melanit-
ta fusca). STm sugam Irbes jiiras Saurums ir loti nozimiga barogands un atpiitas vieta,
kur tas masveidigi uzturas no augusta Iidz maijam. Pavasara migracijas maksimuma
(aprila otraja pus€ un maija pirmaja pus€) no Kolkasraga dienas laika var uzskaitit
lidz desmit tiikstoSiem $o pilu. V&l divas juras pilu sugas — garknabja gaura (Mergus
serrator) un parasta pukpile (Somateria mollissima) $eit sastopamas regulari, bet ne
tik masveidigi, pulcgjoties baros no daziem desmitiem Iidz daziem simtiem Tpatnu.
Citas pilu sugas parlido krietni mazaka skaita, nereti talu no krasta, biezi jauktos
baros. Pie Kolkas noverotas arT visai reti sastopamas pilu sugas — krasna pukpile
(Somateria spectabilis) (1990) un Stellera pukpile (Polysticta stelleri) (2006, 2008).

Dienas plésigie putni.
Latvija Iidz Sim novéro-
tas 29 dienas plésigo put-
nu sugas, no tam Kolka
registrétas 24 sugas (82%).
Kolka ir labaka plésputnu
veroSanas vieta pavasara
migracija Latvija! Kolkas
geografiskais  novietojums
putnu migracijas cela veido
pléSputniem ta saukto mi-
gracijas «pudeles kaklu»,
kad, parlidojot virs sausze-

Zvirbulu vanags Bezdeligu piekiins ) i >
(Accipiter nisus). (Falco subbuteo). mes, migranti koncentr&jas
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. pie raga, no kura uzsak jiras

SkersoSanu. Masveidigakas
sugas: zvirbulu vanags (Accipiter nisus) (Iidz 5 000 patnu sezona, dienas rekords —
390 1patni), pelu klijans (Buteo buteo) (Iidz 3 000—4 000, dienas rekords — 200) un
biksainais klijans (Buteo lagopus) (2 000-3 000, dienas rekords — 103). Pargjas su-
gas skaitot kopa —no 3 000 1idz 4 000 Tpatnu sezona. Kopskaita pavasaros caur Kol-
kasragu parlidojoso plesputnu skaits vertjams ap 13 000—16 000 Tpatnu sezona (no
marta sakuma lidz maija beigam). Rudenos migracija caur Kolkasragu nav izteikta,
jo daudzi plesputni plasa fronte lido no Igaunijas D-DR virziena, koncentr&joties
Sarema salas rietumu pusg, Serves pussalas raga, bet no turienes, lidojot virs jlras
uz OviSiem, talak turpina celu gar Latvijas Baltijas jiiras piekrasti.

Dienas pl&Sputniem ir divas migracijas lidoSanas taktikas: pirmas grupas sugas
(vanagi, lijas, piektni, klijas, zivju ergli) parlido jebkuros laika apstaklos no agra
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rita 1idz vélam vakaram, bet otras grupas sugas (klijani, citi érgli) pirms lidoSanas
uzsakSanas no nak$noSanas punkta gaida siltds gaisa plismas, tapeéc Kolkasraga
apkartné paradas velak, parasti ap plkst. desmitiem no rita, kad paaugstinas tem-
peratiira. Sie putni uzlido augstu debesTs, rinko un, sasniedzot atbilstosu augstumu,
uzsak lidosanu, plangjot Sarema salas virziena, tadgjadi patéréjot mazak energijas
juras Skérso$anai. Migréjoso putnu skaits Kolkasraga ir atkarigs no meteorologis-
kajiem un baroSanas apstakliem. Reizém, p&c vairakam lietainam dienam, véro-
jams lielaks migrantu pieplidums, neka ilgaku laiku pastavot siltam dienam un
migracijai labvéligiem laika apstakliem. Ir atSkiribas ari parlidoSanas fenologija,
pieméram, Somijas un ziemelu Krievijas populaciju putni Kolku masveidigi skérso
aprila beigas un maija, gaidot laiku, kad vinu ligzdosanas teritorijas izkusis sniega
karta, savukart Baltijas jiras valstis ligzdojosas putnu populacijas aizlido krietni
atrak. Tapéc Kolkasraga vienas sugas migr&josus Tpatnus var novérot divu vai tri-
ju ménesu perioda. Ilgaku laiku Ziemelkurzeme uzturas lielakie no misu dienas
plésputniem — juiras &rgli (Haliaeetus albicilla), kas barojas, medijot dazadus tidens-
putnus un kaijas tiesi jura, bet pargjo laiku uzturas pickrastes mezos. Interesanti
noverot erglu medibas — putns parlido zemu virs juras, kad simtiem, pat tikstoSiem
pilu un citu Gdensputnu mik no plésgja. Tikai §ados apstaklos putnu verotajs var
ieraudzit, cik daudz Gidensputnu uzturas jira, jo daJu no krasta nevar saskatit. Pie
veiksmes ar nokertu medijumu &rglis atgriezas piekrastes meza, ziemas ménesos
medijumu notiesa turpat uz ledus gabala.

Bridéjputni. Latvija lidz $im registréti 43 brid&jputnu sugu novérojumi,
lielakoties siltaja gadalaika. Miisu valsts klimats lauj parziemot vien dazam sugam,
tadam ka vistilbe (Lymnocryptes minimus) un sloka (Scolopax rusticola), kas dzivo
sléptu dzives viedu, parziemojot pie neaizsalstoSiem gravjiem, avotiem un kanaliem
ar straujaku tdens kusti-
bu, bet ne visi Sie ziemota-
ji nodzivo Iidz pavasarim.
Visas citas bridgjputnu
sugas parziemo Baltijas
jiras valstu dienvidu un
rietumu dala, ka arT Rie-
tumeiropas  valstls un
Afrika, kur vinu dzivei
pieméroti biotopi nodrosi-
na labus parziemosSanas
apstaklus. Latvija ligzdo
20 bridgjputnu sugas, bet  sigrsjosie lietuvaini (Numenius phaeopus).
par€jas novérotas vien mi- Foto: Ruslans Matrozis.
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gracijas periodos. Bridgjputni ir sabiedriski putni, biezi uzturas baros (no daziem
Ipatniem Iidz vairakiem simtiem), bet labajas koncentréSanas vietas pulcgjas lidz
daziem tikstoSiem Tpatnu vienlaikus. Tas ir saistits ar specifiskiem biotopiem, kadi
ir vajadzigi Siem putniem baro$anai, atplitai un naks$nosanai. Daudzam sugam patik
lielu platibu mitraji — seklas juras lagiinas un mitras palienu plavas, kuras pulcgjas
tikstosiem daudzu sugu bridgjputnu. Lielakas $adas vietas atrodas Vacijas, Polijas,
Lietuvas un Igaunijas teritorija, bet Latvija krietni mazak. Brid€jputnu migracija
nereti notiek starp labakajam baroSanas vietam, jo Sie putni sp&jigi viena parlido-
juma bez apstasanas skérsot ieveérojamus attalumus, daudzi no migrantiem parlido
salidzinosi nelielo Latviju dazas stundas. Pastavot negativiem apstakliem, dala no
migrantiem spiesta nolaisties, lai pabarotos, nogaiditu negaisu vai atpistos. Sliteres
NP jirmala lielaka dala no bridgjputniem vienkarsi lido gar krastu, retak nelielas
grupas apstajas. Kolkasraga no 2006. lidz 2020. gadam novérotas 31 bridgjput-
nu sugas, no tam dazas sugas ligzdo liedaga vai raga apkartnes mezos, bet pargjas
sastopamas tikai migracijas periodos. Lielaki parlidojoso brid&jputnu bari noveroti
pavasari, kad putni parvietojas daudz koncentrétaka veida neka rudenos. Dala no
bridgjiem, kas lido gar Baltijas juiras Latvijas piekrasti, aiz OviSu raga pagriezas
uz Sarema salas pusi, tap€c neskerso Sliteres NP jurmalu. No lielaka skaita migre-
josajiem bridgjiem var&tu mingt kuitalu (Numenius arquata), lietuvaini (Numenius
phaeopus) un jiiras zagatu (Haematopus ostralegus) — visas §1s sugas ligzdo plasos
apgabalos — Igaunija, Somija un Krievija. Parlidojumu laika Sie putni izdod sau-
cienus, tapec tos vieglak sadzirdet un pieveérst uzmanibu parlidojosajiem bariem.

Dzerve. Liels, krasns, skal$ un viegli atpazistams putns. Katru gadu desmitiem
tikstoSu Tpatnu pavasaros un rudenos parlido Latviju. Dz&rves (Grus grus) piesaista
cilveku Tpasu uzmanibu ar palielu izméru, skaliem kliedzieniem un lidojumu kasos.
Pavasaros dz&rvju bari regulari noveéroti Kolkasraga, turklat pirms juras Skérsosanas
dzerves lidojuma rinko pie raga, sarindojas un tikai tad start€. Pavasaros pirmie

Migréjoso dzérvju (Grus grus) vérosana no «Usu» plavas Kolkd. Dzérve.
Foto: Viadimirs Smislovs / Olegs Mizinenko.
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migrantu bari noveroti aprila sakuma, bet vélakie — maija otraja pus€, sasniedzot
maksimumu aprila vidia (vietgjais rekords atzimets 15.04.2012., kad uzskaititi
3 975 parlidojosie Tpatni). Rudent no Kolkas ir mazak zinamu novérojumu neka
pavasaros, bet septembra beigas atziméts maksimums, kad dienas laika uzskaitits
ap 500—600 migréjoso dzeérvju.

Kaijas un zirini. Kaijveidigie putni ir neatnemama masu jirmalas sastavdala.
Ziemelkurzemes piekrastes Gideni ir kaiju un zirinu izcila baroSanas vieta, jo seklu-
mos ap ragu atrodas zivim bagatas vietas. [zdevigas atpiitas vietas kaijveidigajiem
ir Kolkas bakas sala un uz Kolkas ostas moliem, ka arT uz tidens un liedaga. No §Stm
putnu grupam Latvija novérotas 29 sugas, no tam Sliteres NP teritorija esosaja jiir-
mala — 22 sugas (75%). Sudrabkaijas (Larus argentatus) biezi var novérot atpuisoties
liedaga baros vai lidojuma gar pasu krastu, meklgjot izskalotas zivis. Dala no Siem
putniem lido baroties uz talakiem jiiras sekliem, citi iemacijusies dzivot cilveku tu-
vuma, barojoties ar dazadiem partikas produktiem, kas atrodami atkritumu tvertnes
un citas tiem pieejamas vietas. Vairaki $o putnu pari ligzdo Kolkas ostas €ku jumtos.
Nedaudz mazaka izméra kaija — kajaks (Larus canus) — barojas galvenokart atklata
jurd, bet vetras laika meklg patvérumu Ziemelkurzemes piekrast€, pulcgjoties baros
l1dz 400 1patniem. Pavasaros gar Kolkasragu migré Latvija mazaka kaija — mazais
kiris (Hydrocoloeus minutus). Pieaugusajiem putniem ir melna galva un sparnu
apaksSpuse, bet viss pargjais balts un gaisi peleks, kajas — sarkanas. ArT Sie putni
barojas talu jira, no tdens virsmas pakerot mazas zivis, bezmugurkaulniekus un
zooplanktonu.

Pieaugusie mazie kiri (Hydrocoloeus minutus) — Cekulzirins (Thalasseus sandvicensis).
atpiisas jiurmala. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

No ziriniem Sliteres NP piekrasté pirmsligzdo$anas un pécligzdo$anas sezonas
regulari un salidzino$i nozimiga skaita uzturas Igaunijas piekrasté ligzdojosie
cekulzirini (Thalasseus sandvicensis). Sie putni partiek no stkam zivim, kuras nomedi
seklumu virsslani, pik&jot no gaisa. Par nacionala parka jirmalas posma nozimi Sai
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sugai liecina veikto uzskaiSu rezultati. Pieméram, jirmalas posma no Kolkas lidz
Mazirbei 04.08.2001. uzskaititi 344 Ipatni, no tiem 160 viena bara, savukart no
Kolkasraga 23.09.2013. uzskaitits ap 500 migr&joso cekulzirinu. Arf lielais zirins
(Hydroprogne caspia) samera regulari sastopams Ziemelkurzemes jiirmala, Tpasi
aprili un maija, ka arf no augusta lidz oktobra sakumam. ST suga migré plasa fron-
té pari visai Latvijai, lielakas koncentracijas novérotas tieSi iekSzemes @idenos,
nevis piekrastg. Jirmala biezi sastopams upes zirins$ (Sterna hirundo), kuru var satikt
no aprila sakuma Iidz oktobra vidum. Tikai 1973. gada vasara ornitologi uzzinaja,
ka Siem ziriniem patik atpiisties un naksnot 5 km no krasta esoSaja Kolkas
bakas sala, kur uzskaititas koncentracijas Iidz 100 un vairak 1patniem lesp&jams,
ka arT musdienas So vietu upes zirini un jlras Zzirini (Sterna paradisaea)
joprojam izmanto ka labu atpiitas un nakSnosanas vietu.

Klijkaijas un alki. Abu So jiras putnu grupu Ipatnus no krasta noverot pagrii-
ti, jo tie uzturas talu, medijot atklata jira. Sliteres NP v&sturiski tika novérotas
visas Getras Latvija sastopamas klijkaiju sugas. Siem putniem patik nevis pasiem
medit zivis, bet atnemt jau nomeditas kaijam un ziriniem. Zinatniski §adu uzvedi-
bu sauc par kleptoparazitismu. Klijkaijas patrulé $o putnu baroSanas vietas, véro,
kur§ putns nokeris medijumu, uzsak pakaldziSanos un pikésanu, kamér izvéletais
upuris neizmetis medijumu, lai to savaktu. Pie mums $o putnu vero$anai no krasta
ir jaizmanto teleskops, reiz€m tie pielido tuvak krastam. Visbiezak sastopama ir
1sastes klijkaija (Stercorarius parasiticus), kuru Ziemelkurzemes pickraste regulari
novero pavasara un rudens migraciju perioda — no aprila lidz jinija sakumam, ar
maksimumu maija vida. Pécligzdosanas perioda pirmas ieradusas klijkaijas atzime-
tas — sakot no julija vidus Iidz oktobra sakumam, lielaka skaita septembra otraja
pusé. Vislabak Sos putnus var novérot no kuga atklata jara, kur migraciju laika var
vienlaikus ieraudzit ap 10—15 Tpatnus. Divas citas reti sastopamas sugas — garastes
klijkaija (Strcorarius longicaudus) un vidgja klijkaija (Stercorarius pomarinus) no
Kolkasraga novérotas maija un no septembra Iidz novembrim. Sliteres NP piekrasté
1983. gada septembri registréts arT visretakas — lielas klijkaijas (Stercorarius skua) —
noveérojums, kad vienu novargusu putnu nok&ra Vaides jirmala. Jaatzime, ka klij-
kaijam pat pieredzgjusi putnu vérotaji ne vienmer var noteikt sugu, 1pasi, ja putns
noverots lidojuma talu no krasta.

Latvija ir nov&rotas tris alku sugas — §ie jliras putni arpus ligzdosanas perioda
dzivo atklata jura, kur medi zivis. Ari Sos putnus pamanit jlira izdosies, ja pie ro-
kas biis jaudigs teleskops, jo Sie putni parasti nepielido tuvak par daziem kilome-
triem no krasta. Labakais laiks visu triju sugu verosanai no Kolkasraga ir 1ss rudens
periods — no oktobra beigam Iidz novembra sakumam, kad tie masveida parlido
Irbes Saurumu cela no ligzdosanas teritorijam Eiropas ziemelos uz ziemosSanas
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Isastes klijkaija (Stercorarius parasiticus). Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.

vietam Baltijas jiras DR dala. Vislielaka skaita sastopams lielais alks (4lca tor-
da), pieméram, 04.11.2017. no raga kopskaita uzskaititi 1 280 §1s sugas Tpatni. Pa-
vasaros noveérojumu krietni mazak, bet pedgjos gados iesp&jama pat 1-2 paru ligz-
dosana Kolkas bakas salas akmenos, jo tur
noveroti Tpatni ar uztraukuma uzvedibu —
pielaizot sev klat cilvékus, tie manami ner-
vozgja. Kopa ar lielajiem alkiem médz uz-
turéties ari tievknabja kairas (Uria aalge),
bet noveroto Ipatnu skaits ir neliels, pa
dienu maksimali 46 1patni. V&l retak starp
alkiem vai atseviski var pamanit melno alku
(Cepphus grylle), no raga noveroti vien atse- .
viski Tpatni (1-5) perioda no marta beigam Tievknabja kaira (Uria aalge) paceloties
lidz aprila vidum, ka arT novembra sakuma. no idens. Foto: Aleksejs Kurockins.

Balozi. Caur Sliteres NP teritoriju pavasaros parlido visas 5 Latvija konstat&tas
balozu sugas. Apdzivotajas vietas sastopams majas balodis (Columba livia), kuru
uzskata par nometnieku, kaut gan atseviski So balozu Ipatni pievienojas citam ba-
lozu sugam un migre. Vislielaka skaita Kolkasragu skérso lauku balozi (Columba
palumbus) — masveidigaka migréjoso balozu suga Eiropa, ipasi daudz marta beigas
un aprili. Viena diend no raga var saskaitit [idz pat daziem tukstoSiem So balozu,
kas lido mazakos baros, bet pagaidam neparspéts rekords atzimets 16.04.2011., kad
dienas laika uzskaititi 16 250 lauku balozu! Domajams, ka pavasara migracijas
laika (no marta beigam lidz maija beigam) Kolku skérso vairak neka 50 000 lauku
balozu! Kopa ar lauku baloziem vai atseviS$kos baros parlido arl meza balozi
(Columba oenas), tie parlido atrak, sasniedzot skaita maksimumu marta, rekords —
18.03.2012., kad uzskaititi 242 ipatni. Gredzentibele (Streptopelia decaorto) mi-
gracijas laika noverota neliela skaita, tikai aprilt un maija (lidz 8 patniem), iespé-
jams, ka dazos gados atseviski pari paliek ligzdot Kolkas ciema. Savukart parasta
tibele (Streptopelia turtur) no ziemoSanas vietam Afrika ierodas Ziemelkurzemé
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vien aprila beigas. STs sugas skaits pedeja desmitgadé strauji samazinas, ar mi-
gracija Sos putnus redz retak, Kolkasraga tos var sastapt no aprila beigadm lidz maija
beigam, ar maksimumu maija pirmaja puse.

Lauku balozu (Columba palumbus) bars un atseviski meza balozi (Columba oenas)
(atzimeti ar apli). Foto: Aleksejs Kurockins.

Piices. Sos nakts aktivos putnus diena izdodas novérot visai reti. Izngmums ir
purva piice (4sio flammea), kas nereti medi un parlido diena. CeloSanas laika $is
plces var sastapt mitrajas plavas un jiras piekrastes kapas, pa kadai izdodas noverot,
izlidojot krasta no jiiras. Visbiezak starp migréjosam piicém ir sastopama ausaina
plice (4sio otus), kas apdzivo plasus regionus Eiropa, veic parlidojumus pavasaros
un rudenos, retumis paliekot ziemot arT Latvija. Ziemelkurzeme abas §is piices parli-
do lielaka skaita marta un aprili, ar maksimalo skaitu marta. BikSainais apogs (4dego-
lius funereus) ari migré gar piekrasti, bet mazaka skaita. Savukart citas Sliteres NP
teritorija sastopamas pticu sugas — tGipis (Bubo bubo), urdlpiice (Strix uralensis),
meza piice (Strix aluco) un apodzins (Glaucidium passerinum) dalgji ir nometnieki,
bet dazi 1patni klejo pa plasaku teritoriju. V&l divas ptic¢u sugas, kas vesturiski
novérotas Sliteres NP — balta piice (Bubo scandiacus) un svitraina piice (Syrnia
ulula) — ir reti maldu viesi.

Purva piice (Asio flammeus), parlidojot gar jirmalu. Foto: Olegs Mizinenko.
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Varnveidigie putni. Peleka varna (Corvus corone cornix), kraukis (Corvus fru-
gilegus) un kovarnis (Corvus monedula) ir vid€ja izm@ra putni, kas viegli atpazista-
mi migracijas laika, biezi lido jauktos baros, skali sasaucoties sava starpa. Pavasaros
ligzdotaji steidzas atpakal uz savam teritorijam, liela skaita parlidojot Kolkasragu
marta, bet neligzdotaji vairak novéroti aprili. Rudenos migrantu straume virzas
gar Sarema salas Serves pussalu pa taisno uz OviSiem, tapéc Ziemelkurzemé mi-
gré&josi varnveidigi putni sastopami daudz mazaka skaita. Starp migrantiem médz
but arT Zagatas (Pica pica), kas parsvara ir nometnieces, bet [1dz daziem simtiem
So putnu pavasaros migré uz ziemeliem, Skérsojot Kolkasragu. Lidzigi ir arT ar
kraukli, dalgju nometnieku, bet neligzdojosie Tpatni médz parlidot vairakus simtus
kilometrus. Kolka ir novérojams ari retakais no varnveidigajiem putniem — Rietum-
eiropas valstis sastopama melna varna (Corvus corone corone), kas baros ar pele-
kajam varnam reizém, ka maldu viesis, sasniedz Latviju, 1-2 patni novéroti Kolka
astonas pavasara sezonas kops 2005. gada.

Kraukis (Corvus frugilegus). Kovarni (Corvus monedula).
Foto: Ruslans Matrozis. Foto: Ruslans Matrozis.

Sauszemes putni. Vislielaka skaita pari Sliteres NP teritorijai migré sausze-
mes, galvenokart zvirbulveidigie, putni. Miljoni Tpatnu no vairak neka 110 sugam
katru pavasari parlido Kolkasragu! Lielaka skaita migré parastakas un plasi
izplatitakas sugas — zubites, daudzu sugu strazdi, cielavas, Cipstes, ¢urkstes, zilites,
stérstes u.c. Sie putni veido lielako straumi starp visiem migrantiem, jauktos baros
Skeérsojot Kolkasragu un lidojot pari jiirai vai pulcgjoties raga mezos, lai pabarotos
un sagatavotos jiiras Skersosanai. Rudenos So putnu skaits ir krietni mazaks, bet pie
rietumu vgjiem vairak o putnu sasniedz ragu un talak lido gar piekrasti uz dien-
vidiem. P&dgjie migranti novéroti Kolka pat ziemas pirmaja pusé€, pieméram, pir-
mo reizi Latvija ziemas ménesos tiesi Kolkasraga noverots ¢uncins (Phylloscopus
collybita) (26.12.2000.) un sila cirulis (Lullula arborea) (20.-29.01.2001.).
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Ieteikumi putnu véroSanai

Misdienas Sliteres NP ir iecienita vieta aktivai un pasivai atpiitai, dabas baudisa-
nai un putnu véro$anai. Saja aizsargajamaja dabas teritorija tiiristiem ir izveidots
plass infrastruktiiras objektu un izzinas avotu klasts (izzinas takas, informativie
stendi, bukleti un citi izdevumi), lai palidz€tu samekl&t un nokltt interesantaka-
jas parka vietas un gt pozitivas emocijas, ejot dabas ekskursijas. Lai saglabatu
unikalas dabas vértibas, lieki netrauc€tu putnus un arf citus tiiristus, katrai teritorijai
ir pielagoti savi ieteikumi veiksmigai putnoSanai. Der atcer€ties un iegaumét :

- Nacionalajam parkam ir noteikti vairgki aizsardzibas zon&umi ar ie-
robezotu teritorijas apmekl&juma rezimu. Apmeklétajiem ar tiem biitu
jaiepazistas, planojot marSrutus, lai inspektora uzliktais sods parkapgjiem
nebiitu skumj$ parsteigums. Arl autotransporta staveSanai varetu bt ie-
robezojumi, piemeram, aizliegumi iebraukt kapu josla.

=%~ Jacensas maksimali mazak traucét putnus ipadi svarigakajos brizos — ligz-
doSanas, baroSanas un atpiitas laika. VeéroSanu labak veikt no attaluma,
izmantojot optiku — binokli, teleskopu, videokameru vai fotoaparatu ar garo
teleobjektivu. Ligzdosanas laika jurmala japieverS uzmaniba — ja kads putns
uztraucas un lauj jums tuvoties, skali kliedzot un izradot savu neapmierinatibu,
visticamak, ka blakus ir ligzda vai mazuli, tapéc So vietu butu vélams atstat,
attalinoties talak. PutnoSana javeic, ievérojot klusumu, tad var daudz vairak
sadzird@t un saskatit, netraucgjot arf citiem putnu vérotajiem.

=%~ Pieaugot tiristu skaitam, ne visi rlipigi savac aiz sevis atkritumus, tai skaita art
partikas paliekas. Jaatceras, ka daba atstatie atkritumi var bt bistami savvalas
dzivniekiem, — pat parastie polietiléna maisini. Tap&c viss atvestais ir janem
lidzi vai jaatstaj speciali ierikotas vietas. Biitu vElams iesp&ju robezas savakt
arT atrastus tiklus, makskerauklas un akus, lai mazinatu apdraudéjumu savvalas
dzivniekiem.

=%~ Jirmalas liedaga ir japaliek visiem izskalotiem sausiem kokiem, jo tie kalpo par
majvietu gan daudziem kukainiem, ar kuriem barojas putni, gan tiek izmantoti
ka sléptuves no plésgjiem, smilsu vétram, nokriSniem un par pa€nas vietam —
svelmé jirmala ligzdojoSo putnu mazuliem. So koku izmanto$ana ugunsku-
ru kurinasanai nav pielaujama. Uzturoties juirmalas liedaga putnu ligzdoSanas
laika, ietiecams parvietoties tuvak fidens malai, lai mazinatu per&joso putnu
uztraukumu.

68

=%~ Jaatceras, ka Sliteres Nacionala parka Bazu purvu, kam noteikta regulgjama
reZima zona, drikst apmekl@t tikai noteikta laika — no 1. augusta lidz 31. jan-
varim.

=%~ Taristiem, kas pastaigajas kopa ar suniem, jaatceras, ka suni jatur pavada,
nelaujot tiem skriet brivgaita, lai netraucétu dzivniekus vairo$anas un mazulu
augSanas laika; per&josus putnus — ligzdosanas sezona (maija—julija), 1pasi jiir-
mala.

=%~ Neaizmirstiet dalities ar saviem putnu novérojumiem, registréjot novéroju-
mus portala «Dabasdati», kura simtiem Latvijas un arzemju putnu vérotaju
atstaj vértigu informaciju par sastaptajiem putniem. So datu kratuvi izmanto
ar1 p&tnieki un aizsargajamo teritoriju apsaimniekotaji, nodro§inot aizsardzibas
reZimu vertigakajam teritorijam.

Ieverojot Sos vienkarsos ieteikumus, ekskursiju laika putnu vérotaji un citi tiiris-
ti ievérojami mazinatu putnu traucg€jumu faktoru, kas lautu saglabat nozimigu, tai
pasa laika arf trauslu, biologisku daudzveidibu $aja unikalaja Latvijas nostirT. Sis
dabas vertibas piesaista gan paSmaju, gar arzemju taristus, dodot iesp&ju morali un
fiziski atpiisties un pasSizglitoties, iegiistot pozitivas emocijas — verojot augus, put-
nus un dzivniekus, ka arT veicinot vietgja tlirisma attistibu. levérojot So vienkarSo
mijiedarbibas modeli, labums biis gan taristiem, gan visam Sliteres NP mitosajam
dzivnieku un augu sugam, kas savukart nesis labumu vietgjiem iedzivotajiem.
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Pateicibas

Sirsnigi pateicos Artai Kriiminai (projekta «Baltic Wings» vaditajai Latvija) par
visaptveroso palidzibu gramatas veido$ana, no ieceres lidz galaproduktam. Liels
paldies arT citiem esoSajiem un bijusajiem Dabas aizsardzibas parvaldes darbinie-
kiem: Erikai Klavinai, Daigai Seglinai, levai Abeltinai, Janim Pugam, Helmutam
Hofmanim, ka arT Anitai Mellupei par svarigu ieguldijumu gramatas tapSana.
Paldies fotografiem un vesturisku fotografiju glabatajiem: Olegam Mizinenko,
Aleksejam Kurockinam, Vladimiram Smislovam, Helmutam Hofmanim, Vilnim
Skujam un Jurim Lipsbergam (1939-2020), kuru att€lus izmantoju izdevuma
ilustréSanai. Par anglu valodas pareizrakstibas kontroli pateicos Londonas Dabas
vestures muzeja (Natural History Museum) entomologiskas kolekcijas vecakajam
kuratoram Gevinam R. Broadam (Gavin R. Broad; Entomology, Principal Curator
in Charge) un koleopterologijas kolekcijas kuratoram Dmitrijam Telnovam (Dmitry
Telnov, Entomology; curator). Pateicos Zanei Pipkal€jai no biedribas «Zala upe»
par palidzibu projekta virzibas nodro$inajuma. Liels paldies arT visiem putnu
vérotajiem, kuru ornitologiskos novérojumus piemingju $aja izdevuma un ar kuriem
man bija iesp&ja verot putnus Sliteres Nacionalaja parka pedgjos trisdesmit gados!
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About author

Ruslans Matrozis was born in 1975, in childhood (1986-1991) he took part at
the young naturalists’ interests groups, became fellow of the Latvian Ornithological
Society in 1990 and, during the next years, actively participated in scientific bird
counting and bird ringing programmes. In 2008 he was graduated from the Faculty
of Law at the University of Latvia. Till 2020 Ruslans published 132 ornithological
articles, given 294 interviews to the mass media over 25 years period, and has
participated 33 seminars and conferences (including four international) with reports.
Ruslans is watching and photographing birds in Slitere National park since 1993,
actively researching the history of Latvian ornithology since 2004, and presented
a report on the history of ornithological research in Slitere National park at the
95th Anniversary Conference in 2018.

Birdwatching in the Slitere National park ~~

Ruslans Matrozis

Thanks to its geographic location, geomorphological structure, extraordinary
and nowadays almost extinct Livonian language and culture, as well as limited
access during the Soviet period, a unique region with significant biodiversity has
developed in Northern Kurzeme. The existence of a border with the Soviet Union
for 45 years had a rather negative impact on local Livonian culture, but it contributed
to the preservation of natural habitats in this zoologically and botanically diverse
area. The oldest part of what is now Slitere National park was established during
the independence period in Latvia in 1923, as «Slitere nature monument» — a little
patch of old-growth forest of 1 100 hectares, located in the foothills of the so-called
«Blue Mountains» (Latvian: Zilie kalni), near Slitere in Dundaga municipality.

During the Soviet occupation, in 1957, the area was expanded and transformed to
the Slitere State reserve. Later, in 2000, the total of 16,414 hectares of nature arca was
renamed and Slitere National park was established (herein referred to as Slitere NP).
In 1979, when the administration of Slitere State reserve was appointed, systematic
studies of the ecology of the local avifauna, as well as of specific bird species and
groups were initiated. After the Republic of Latvia regained its independence in the
early 1990s, Slitere’s coastal area was depopulated, and right after a strict border
control regime was revoked, many local and foreign birdwatchers could visit Cape
Kolka (Kolkasrags) and uncover the magic of bird spring migration. It was a great

74

period of birdwatching discoveries in Northern Kurzeme. In the coastal waters of
the Irbe Strait, for the first time ornithologists counted seabirds and other waterbirds
from ships, and discovered sea areas of international importance for many wintering
seabird species. Over time, with the development of infrastructure, Slitere NP has
become one of the most popular natural, cultural and tourist destinations in Latvia.
Now, visitors have the opportunity to stay in one of the quietest regions of our
country, where the Gulf of Riga meets the Irbe Strait, to enjoy walks, watch the
calm or angry sea and many wild birds that inhabit or migrate through this region.

Extensive information on the occurrence, abundance, phenology and ecology of
270 bird species has been accumulated over the past 40 years in the Slitere NP. Almost
every year records of bird species never seen before in this region are registered at the
Cape Kolka. For instance, in 2019 Booted Warbler (/duna caligata) was observed
here for the first time. So, the period of discoveries is not over yet! This popular book
provides an insight into the bird fauna of the Slitere NP and briefly describes how
knowledge about the local avifauna has evolved from the first published observations
of birds in the beginning of the 20th Century to the current days.

What do we know about the Siitere NP avifauna from the past?

The relatively remote location and difficult accessibility of the Northern
Kurzeme region explain why until the 1920s Slitere and Cape Kolka did not appear
in ornithological records. Local Baltic German landlords were interested in hunting,
but none of them published notes on wild birds in the area. An interesting insight
into the local Livonians’ knowledge of wild birds is provided by the Finnish linguist
Lauri Kettunen (1885-1963), who organized scientific expeditions to Livonian
villages on the Irbes Strait seacoast between 1918 and 1937, gathering information
for his linguistic research. During the expedition of 1924, on the initiative of
his colleague Toivo Kaukorant, who was writing a dissertation on bird names in
different languages, he conducted a survey collecting information about Livonians’
knowledge of local bird names. In every coastal fishing village from Kolka to
Ltzna, L.Kettunen showed drawings of wild birds to the local people and asked for
their Livonian common names. The researcher concluded that very few people were
familiar with the bird names, the local women did not even distinguish Magpie from
Hooded Crow, and the men did not know the specific names of birds. One reason
for this was that the people of the fishing villages had not developed a bird hunting
culture, and the fishermen knew only the names of the seabirds.

During the 1920s and 1930s, at least eleven birdwatchers published their
observations of the present day Slitere NP area and its surroundings. The first natura-
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list of Livonian origin was Karlis Princis (1893-1978), born in Ovisi village. In 1927,
he graduated the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences of the University of
Latvia, and after that worked as a natural sciences teacher at the schools in Bauska
and Dubulti (Jirmala). From 1932, as a volunteer, he participated in some activities
of the Latvian Ornithological Centre (hereinafter referred to as LOC), ringing and
registering birds during spring arrivals. In addition, he published occasional notes
on observations of Tawny Pipit (Anthus campestris) in dunes at Ovisi. It is believed
that the young and active birdwatcher Juris P&tersons (1921-1954) visited K.Princis
in Ovisi and published two popular articles on bird spring migration. On 22nd
August 1937, he observed a rare Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus), and
on 4th and 5th April 1939, he counted migratory birds at the sea coast, and was first
to describe the Northern Kurzeme as an excellent bird migration point.

In the 1920s and 1930s, a recognized leader in bird research and popularisation
of birding in Latvia, the Baltic-German naturalist Nikolai von Transehe (1886—
1969) visited Cape Kolka and Slitere forests several times. During this period,
he worked as a lecturer at the University of Latvia, in 1925 establishing the
LOC - a volunteers’ public organization for everyone interested in studying,
ringing, observing and popularising knowledge about wild birds. As an
experienced ornithologist, he visited Cape Kolka for the first time on 21st May
1928, but at that time the active spring migration of birds had already ended,
therefore he just collected some gulls for the museum of University of Latvia.
He also visited Slitere forests on 18th May 1928 and 29th April 1929, collected
Common Crossbills (Loxia curvirostra) for the mentioned museum and observed
plenty of Hazel Grouse (Bonasa bonasia) in the forests. Later, in his book on Latvian
birds (1965) N. von Transehe stated that he also had the handwritten observations of
the experienced birdwatcher Hellmuth Bogdanowicz (1911-1943), describing bird
migration at the Baltic seacoast near the mouth of Irbe River (not far from Ovisi).
In this book, there are two other observations by H.Bogdanowicz: Black Redstart
(Phoenicurus ochruros) and Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) on 29th September
1937 at the coast, near Mazirbe village. In late summer of 1939, an invasion of Red-
footed Falcons (Falco vespertinus) was observed in Eastern Europe. N. von Transehe
compiled and published a review (1940) of all collected observations of
this species throughout Latvia and noted this species in the area between Kolka
and Mazirbe, which were reported to him by the local forester R.Katlaps.

During the existence of the LOC (1925-1946), volunteer correspondents from
all over Latvia actively collected information on migratory bird phenology — their
arrival times in the spring. A request for information on migratory birds was also sent
to the Hydrographic Division of the Maritime Department of the Ministry of Finance

76

of Latvia. Between 1930 and 1936, the Kolka Lighthouse supervisor Riidolfs
Freimanis (1888-7) sent brief reviews of birds from the lighthouse island,
noting occasional observations of common and easily identified species, such
as swans, cranes, thrushes, and some others. Among LOC volunteers two forestry
workers were active in the Northern Kurzeme region — Voldemars Beérzins,
a forestry ranger from Kolka’s «Piekiini», was involved in bird ringing from
1925 to 1929, and state forest guard Karlis Freibergs (1906-?) from the Dundaga’s
«Ragmezi», also ringed birds in 1938 and 1939. From 1928 to 1930 and from 1944
to 1945, a medical doctor Karlis Vilks (1900-1993), one of the most active bird
ringers in Latvia, lived and worked in Ance. In the archive of LOC, there are several
his letters from Ance, including some bird observations. The enthusiastic fisherman
Leo Maskovskis (1882-?) described impressions of his visit to Kolka in several
publications in the hunter and fisherman journal, including a story about the impact
of Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) on local fish.

The Blue Mountains region of Slitere became a popular tourist destination in
the 1930s due to its beautiful forest area and rare plants. The forests of Slitere were
famous among hunters for their relatively large numbers of grouse. Bernhards
Zichmanis (1900-1941) worked as a forester there from 1928 to 1940 (he fell a
victim to the red terror, arrested and shot in Ventspils during the Soviet occupation
in 1941). One of his tasks was counting grouse bird species. On 4th January 1938
he noted that the forests that he managed contained populations of 420 Capercaillies
(Tetrao urogallus), 450 Black Grouses (Tetrao tetrix) and 1,300 Hazel Grouses
(Bonasia bonasia), as well as 10 eagles and 22 owls. During those years, the
Forestry Department held auctions to obtain hunting rights for Capercaillie. For
example, in March 1935, applicants had to submit their applications in sealed
envelopes indicating the number of Capercaillie males and the amount offered. In
total, 150 Capercaillies were sold in state forestry for 1851 Lats. Three bidders
bought the rights to shoot 11 roosters in the Slitere Forestry: T.Osten-Saken
(five males for 47.01 Lats), J. Stalbovs (four males for 40 Lats) and J.Librechts
(two males for 23 Lats). B.Zichmanis also guided tours, showing tourists the old
lighthouse of Slitere and the treasures of local nature. He devoted himself to the job
with great love and skilfully performed important service duties. In the 1930s he
regularly reported to the Meteorological Institute of the University of Latvia on bird
arrival times in spring in Slitere. The head of Mazirbe School and a teacher Teodors
Talbergs (1869-?) also reported the arrival times of migratory birds to this institute.
Some of these birdwatchers emigrated from Latvia during WWII, some died during
or after the war, which is why only fragmentary and mainly sporadic observations
of some bird species or times of their arrival have existed until recently.
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Establishment of Slitere State Reserve in the 1950s

In the late 1950s, new laws on nature protection were introduced throughout the
USSR, including administrative and criminal liability rules for deliberate damage to
objects and the destruction of protected species. National State Nature Reserves were
established to protect unique nature and to preserve biodiversity. On 24th April 1957,
by the decision of the Latvian SSR Council of Ministers, the Slitere State Reserve
(hereinafter referred to as Slitere SR) was established with a total area of 7,860 ha,
including the Bazu Mire, forests near the Slitere lighthouse and the coast from
Sikrags to Pitrags. In recent years, the reserve area has been both reduced and
increased. In 1958 an article about Slitere SR was published by Pauls Sarma (1901-
1975), an assistant professor at the Latvian University of Agriculture. It featured
unique nature formations, the Blue Mountains and Bazu Mire, mentioned
interesting plant species, and just briefly described the bird fauna. In the next two
decades, the richness of bird fauna in the Slitere SR was mainly described in terms
of excellent observation places of grouse, since the authors of the descriptions were
not ornithologists and there was no other accurate information about the avifauna of
the reserve available until the early 1980s.

Counts of migratory bird in Kolka in 1958

In March 1955, the Baltic Bird Migration Commission (hereinafter - BBMC)
was established in Tartu (Estonia), which was ornithologists’ association with the
main aim of organizing and coordinating joint studies on bird migration in the
Baltic Sea basin. At the suggestion of BBMC, in spring of 1958 the first survey
of migratory birds was carried out in several places along the eastern coast of
the Baltic Sea, according to a scientifically developed methodology. In the Cape
Kolka from 16th to 30th May, birds were counted by the ornithologists of the
Laboratory of Ornithology of the Institute of Biology of Latvia: Georgs Lejins
(1914-1994) and Girts Kasparsons (1933-2015) with the main task of assessing
the importance of the area for migratory birds. All birds were counted from a single
observation point during the first four hours of the morning (starting half an hour
before sunrise), with a greater focus on water associated species. From the selected
point of observation, both the Irbe Strait and the Gulf of Riga could be viewed
from a 230-degree angle. Within 15 days, a total of 29’079 birds of 72 species
were counted. Of these, 10°004 were gulls, including one Glaucous Gull (Larus
hyperboreus), a rare species on the Latvian coast. The overall conclusions of the
census was that it is not possible to obtain a complete picture of all migratory species
within two weeks, but the results indicated that intensive bird migration took place
in Cape Kolka and that birds concentrate in the area for rest and feeding. In the
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autumn of that year, from 16th September to 15th October, ornithologists counted
migratory birds at eight points along the Latvian seacoast. On the Cape Kolka and
on a walking route through Kolka village, birds were counted by Janis Viksne
(1936-2015), a student of the Faculty of Biology at the Latvian State University, a
recent academic and a long-time head of the Ornithology Laboratory at the Institute
of Biology. He counted a total of 40’754 birds of 96 species. Birds were counted
both in the morning from the stationary observation point and in the evening on the
walking route.

Common Scoter census in the Irbe Strait in the 1970s

In the 1970s, some counts of migratory Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) were
made on the Irbes Strait — from the coast, from a floating ship and from the Kolka
Lighthouse Island. For this species, the eastern part of the Baltic Sea is an important
area during migratory periods, when they move from wintering grounds to breeding
areas in northern Finland and Russia and return in autumn. Females with chicks
remain in nesting areas during the summer, while males and non-breeders migrate
in massive numbers in July and early August to moulting sites on the S and W coasts
of the Baltic Sea — to Kattegat between Denmark and Sweden and the Pomeranian
Gulf of Poland and Germany. Until the 1970s, ornithologists were not aware of the
exact summer migration routes of this species since research using vessels or civil
aviation for these purposes was very limited under the strict Soviet maritime border
regime.

From 21st July to 9th August 1973, Janis Viksne carried out bird surveys from the
Kolka Lighthouse Island (5 km from the coast). The work was planned to take two
weeks, but as the weather worsened, an extra week was spent on the island. Every
morning and evening (4 hours after sunrise and 4 hours before sunset) he counted
all ducks migrating near the lighthouse island, but during other times he made
observations, counting all birds in the lighthouse area and at the sea near it. A total of
4,839 migratory Common Scoters were counted in 189 flocks flying mainly ina SW
direction. Very valuable information was obtained on the concentration of Red-
breasted Mergansers (Mergus serrator) around the island of Kolka lighthouse. Each
day, flocks from a few dozen to 150 birds were noted during the counting period, and
up to 500 birds under favourable observation conditions. Some of these birds
were able to fly, others had already dropped their flight feathers and were unable
to fly for a while. This was the first information about moulting of Red-breasted
Merganser on the Latvian coast.
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In parallel with J.Viksne’s records from Kolka Lighthouse Island, from 25th to
30th July, ornithologist Janis Baumanis (1940-2006) counted migrating Common
Scoters from the floating ship lighthouse «Irbenskij», stationary at the bank of the
Irbe Strait. Both researchers used binoculars at 12x30 magnification, sometimes
using a scope (model «ZRT-457», with a maximum magnification of 60x,
manufactured by the USSR to count shooting targets at shooting ranges). Soviet
birdwatching scopes were never produced. During the five-day period, J.Baumanis
counted 1,296 Common Scoters, noting that many of them flew away from the
observer, so they could not determine the species accurately, because there was a
possibility of counting another species — Velvet Scoter (Melanitta fusca). According
to the information collected, the researchers marked two migration routes of this
species along the coast of Northern Kurzeme. Some birds flew from the Gulf of
Riga and turned to the Irbe Strait when flying over Cape Kolka. Others migrated
along the NW coast of the island of Saaremaa directly to Ovisi. There were no
Common Scoters observed during seabird counts on the W coast of the Gulf of Riga
in July 1971 and July 1973, and local fishermen had not seen them. This led to the
conclusion that ducks cross the Gulf of Riga on a wide front towards Cape Kolka.
A similar count of Common Scoters migrating from Cape Kolka was made two years
later, in the summer of 1975 by ornithologists Guntis Graubics and Mara Janaus.

Inventory of the avifauna of Slitere SR -‘5!'%3%‘

A new milestone in the study of the local avifauna was the establishment of
the Slitere SR administration in 1979. From that time two ornithologists — Elmars
Peterhofs and Vilnis Skuja started to collect ornithological information. In 1980,
Latvian ornithologists and birdwatchers began a new and ambitious challenge —
mapping the distribution of breeding birds throughout Latvia. Within the
framework of Latvia’s first Breeding Bird Atlas, each of the 739 squares (10x10
km) had to have all bird species there identified and listed. This coincided with the
inventory of the avifauna of Slitere SR by E. P&terhofs, to determine the species
and numbers occurring within the reserve. For counting birds in the forests, he
used a line transect method developed by Finnish ornithologists O.Jarvinen and
R.Weissen (1977), making 14 routes in the first year from 20th May to 20th
June, with a total length of 46.9 km. Observations of all rare species were noted
throughout the entire reserve. In the first year of the study of the local bird fauna, a
total of 120 species was noted, 99 of which were breeding species. In the following
years, E. P&terhofs carried out bird surveys using the same method, placing
more attention on calculating population sizes in the reserve and their changes
annually. This was the first scientifically conducted long-term study of forest bird
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populations in Latvia.

E. Péterhofs conducted an inventory of owls in the Blue Mountains and adjacent
forests from March to May 1980 and from February to May 1981. These surveys
were carried out on foot (10-20 km) and using a car, which increased the surveyed
area from 50 to 80 km. These routes included the points where within half an hour
recorded owl calls were played on a tape recorder. The researcher emphasized the
effectiveness of this method in comparison to the owl count without provocation.
Daytime owl observations were also included in the survey. In both reporting years,
a total of six species of owls were observed: Tawny Owl (Strix aluco), Long-eared
Owl (4sio otus), Short-eared Owl (4sio flammeus; as a migrant), Hawk Owl (Surnia
ulula; as a migrant) Tengmalm’s Owl (degolius funereus) and Eagle Owl (Bubo
bubo). The last species was noted once, in September 1981, a dead ringed specimen
found in the reserve. This bird was ringed as a chick on 17.06.1967 near Lake
Engure (about 80 km S).

In 1983 and 1984, V. Skuja carried out a survey of breeding birds of prey in the
reserve, identifying 25 nests. In the 1980s, based on several sporadic observations,
ornithologists believed that nests of our largest eagles — Golden Eagle (4Aquila
chrysaetos) and White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) — should be within the
territory of the reserve. All searches for nests were unsuccessful, and only in
April 2007 a Golden Eagle nest was found by accident, with breeding proven again
more than 100 years since the previous breeding of this species in Kurzeme (the last
nest was described in 1899 around the village of Pope)!

In 1982, the first systematic list of birds of the Slitere SR was compiled,
using available data from 1958 to 1982. In September and October 1982, a visual
monitoring of migratory birds was carried out again in Cape Kolka and Mazirbe
to update the list with seabird species. A total of 191 species were observed in
the reserve and at sea. In 1982, E. P&terhofs surveyed breeding birds in the North
Kurzeme seashore from the NW corner of the Slitere SR to Bérzciems village (110
km of seacoast), gaining valuable information on several typical seaside breeding
species. It should be remembered that almost all this stretch of coastline was included
in the USSR’s outer border zone with strictly controlled entry and maintenance
procedures, so bird counting by ornithologists was not regular. Special attention
was paid to the typical breeding species, Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius),
on which valuable data was collected. For example, in the section of coastline from
Sikrags to Melnsils, this species was counted at a density of 1.5 pairs/1 km. This
survey was the first qualitative breeding bird survey on the Latvian coast, allowing
a comparison to be made with today’s figures on abundance and other features of
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breeding birds after a period of almost 40 years when anthropogenic disturbance and
other negative factors in the sandy coastline and dunes increased significantly. In
the later years, when the border regime was removed, the presence of people on the
coast of Northern Kurzeme during the bird breeding season increased significantly,
which affected breeding success negatively. For example, in 1993 a total of 13 pairs
of Little Ringed Plover (0.65 pairs/1 km) were recorded from Kolka to Mazirbe
(20 km), but in 2008 only five pairs (0.4 pairs/l km; counted by H. Hofmanis) —
almost three times fewer than in 1982.

Among the rarest bird sightings, there should be mentioned an observation of
a Great Skua (Stercorarius skua) on 11th and 12th September 1983 at the seaside
of Vaide and Saunags, which was the fourth observation of this species in Latvia.
It was ringed as chick on the Shetland Islands about 1,380 km W of the Northern
Kurzeme coast. It is believed that the strong winds brought the rare bird to the Baltic
Sea, to the border of the Slitere SR.

e
Spring arrivals of birds ‘*

The first recordings of spring bird arrival time in Latvia were made in 1829 in
Jelgava. For the next almost two hundred years, this has been one of the most
popular ways of obtaining scientific data from birdwatchers. In the present territory
of Slitere NP migratory birds’ arrival times were recorded in the 1930s. Recording
was resumed in spring 1982 and continued until 1989. In 1982 dates of arrival (first
sighting of the species) were collected for 66 species in the Northern Kurzeme area
up to Roja, in 1984 for 67 species. In subsequent years, arrival time is compared
with the average arrival date for each species calculated from previous years.

An extraordinary meteorological event hit the Slitere SR from 21st to 23rd April
1988: three days of strong snowstorms. Observations of migratory birds on Cape
Kolka showed abnormal behaviour and numbers of birds one day before the snowfall.
On 20th April, the migration of land birds continued atypically until 9pm. In the
afternoon, severalhundredKestrels (Falco tinnunculus)and Hobbies (Falco subbuteo)
appeared, in very large and atypical numbers for these species. The following morning,
Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) and Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus), as well
as Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) began to migrate atypically early. The three-day
snowstorm resulted in the deaths of more than a million of birds in Latvia, mainly
due to cold and inability to find food. Bird counting results after the storm in Latvia,
including Slitere, showed a very large decline in many populations, for example, the
number of Song Thrushes (7urdus philomelos) in one area decreased by 93%, while
thebreeding population of Tree Pipits (Anthus trivialis) disappeared altogether. The
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number of breeding birds decreased even in Finland, not directly affected by the
storm, as many migratory birds of the Finnish populations died in Latvia and Estonia.

Observations on the role of birds in the distribution
of Common yew seeds

Common yew (Zaxus baccata) is a very rare coniferous tree in Latvia which is
found in the lowlands, including the Slitere NP, where specimens up to 12 meters
high and up to 300 years old have survived. All parts of the plant are poisonous
except for the succulent seedlings, which, although rich in carbohydrates, are of low
energy value. In October and November 1982, Vilnis Skuja conducted observations
to determine the role of birds (ornithochoria) in the distribution of yew seeds and the
natural regeneration of stands. In the period from 6th October until 5th November
he made 13 visual observations (5 hours per day) on a 5.4 m high yew tree near the
«Celmini» home (near the Blue Mountains). A researcher with binoculars stayed
40 meters from the tree and observed bird behaviour. Two bird species were seen
feeding on the yew arils (seed coats). Blackbirds (Turdus merula) ate 6 to 7 arils at
one time, the tasty shell was digested, but as the seed passed through the digestive
tract it was expelled. According to literature, thrushes (Turdus spp.) digest seeds
in no less than 12 minutes, during which time the thrush may fly a considerable
distance from their feeding place. Visual observations showed that acrilies were an
additional food source when plums ran out in the adjacent garden. On the other hand,
Nuthatches (Sitta europaea) placed arils with their beaks in nearby trees, peeling
off the seed coat and allowing the seed to fall there, thus preventing the seed from
spreading. In October and November 1989, this was followed by an experimental
study carried out by V. Skuja and Alanda Piilina. Common yew seeds were fed in
large quantities to 3 Blackbirds and 3 Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) held in captivity.
The aim of the study was to obtain seeds that would have been exposed to the
digestive juices and enzymes of birds for later use in further studies on ecology. The
thrushes were fed 2,100 seeds of yew, and the reaction was different for different
birds. One female caught in the yew’s growing area immediately accepted the food,
while the males caught in Kolka accepted the food only after 1.5 to 2 hours. The
birds defecated the seeds about 15-20 minutes after they were eaten. Conclusion:
yew cannot play a significant role in the food of thrushes (7Turdus spp.), it is an
additive to their basic diet.

Raven ecology research

Very valuable data onthe ecology ofawidespread, butlittleresearched bird species
Raven (Corvus corax) in the forests of Slitere SR was collected by Vilnis Skuja. In
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1982, nesting sites of Ravens were identified through a survey of local researchers.
With the help of a publication in the local newspaper (20th January 1983), the
ornithologist asked all interested persons to inform her about Raven’s nests, as well
as unusual occurrences and observations of this species. In the first year, a total of
8 nests were found, which were located on the edges of overgrown aged pine stands,
mainly in areas where the pine stand was bordered by a clearing, a mire or a young
stand. Five of the nests were within one kilometer of the nearest populated area. In
the following years, various issues of breeding ecology, migration and interrelations
of this species were studied. From 1983 to 1987, studying the success of breeding,
it was found that Ravens produced an average of 1.1 chicks per populated nest,
while the most productive pair of Slitere’s Ravens reared 15 chicks in five years! The
composition of food was also studied: from the 333 pellets (undigestible food items
coughed up) collected, easily found in the nests and in their immediate vicinity,
Slitere’s Ravens were found to be omnivorous, feeding on objects of various sizes
from insects to mammals. Choice of food was determined by resources available in
the vicinity of the nest: coastal breeding birds fed on fish, but near Sikrags pellets
contained parts of amphibians and lizards.

Raven is a mostly resident rather that a migratory species, but some individuals
cover long distances. To get data on this species’ migration directions, distances
and other ecological issues, from 1982 V. Skuja organized ringing of this species.
Two Scandinavian-type crow-cages were used, but in order to attract Ravens, one
domesticated individual was placed in the cage. This method was successful, and
between January and November 1984, 87 Ravens and 3 Goshawks (Accipiter
gentilis) were caught and ringed. The captured birds were measured, aged and sexed,
and ringed with standard aluminium rings. 62 of these individuals were marked on
the wings with small plastic plates (length 8 cm, width 4 cm, thickness 2 mm) with
unique numbering or specific shapes that can be easily read using binoculars (7x50)
even from 100 meters distance. In the first year, recoveries of ringed Ravens were
obtained for five birds within 20-500 km distance from the place of ringing. The
longest movement recorded was of a Raven ringed at Kolka on 28th February 1984,
but shot in Finland on 7th April 1984. Most Ravens from the Kolka area flew in SW
and SE directions, reaching Lake Engure. During the study period of this species
(1983-2003), the total of 744 Ravens were ringed in Slitere forests, of which 6%
were recovered later, mostly in Latvia, but further observations were received from
Sweden (323 km in a straight line), Belarus (498 km) and Finland (691 km).

Ringing results showed that the population consists of two types of birds:

non-breeding birds (including young birds), which are nomadic and migrate greater
distances when necessary, and breeders who try to stay within their breeding areas
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throughout the year. As a result, the feeding strategies of these two groups are
different. There was a strong subordination between these ravens, with local birds
dominating over the nomads. V.Skuja also made observations on the feeding of
Ravens; for example, during the winter months, intake of nutrients narrowed
significantly, mostly using dead animals. In harsh winters Ravens have been found
to benefit as there is a greater number of dead animals. At all times of the year,
Ravens deal with the disposal of dead animals. The survival mechanism that allows
terrestrial ravens to compete successfully with other carrion eaters is to cache food
supplies — hiding food in places they know. In the chosen hiding place, the raven
digs a hole in the ground for the food and masks the place. Some also hide food in
trees. If necessary, the raven flies to a cache. In 2004, V. Skuja successfully defended
her Master’s degree in raven’s ecology research at the University of Latvia.

Capercaillie and Black Grouse counts

Grouses have been the focus of hunting and ornithology for centuries as
popular hunting objects. The Slitere forests and the Bazu Mire were historically good
habitats and lekking places for Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) and Black Grouse
(Lyrurus tetrix). Already in the 1930s, the Chief Forest Officer of Slitere Forestry was
counting these species, but without any written methodology, so it is now impossible
to replicate the results. Between 1983 and 1988, six larger and at least five smaller
Capercaillieleks were found inthe Slitere SR. Atthe same time Black Grouse had seven
leks, the largest (5-6 males) being in the Bazi Mire. At the end of 1988, grouse were
counted on the routes — 21 sections with a total length of 152.5 km were tracked with
20 Capercaillies and 41 Black Grouse counted. Special attention was also given to the
number of dead grouse found on gravel roads. It should be noted that due to the
physiological characteristics of digestion, Capercaillie and Black Grouse require
gastrolytes (2 to 5 cm long stones) in the muscular stomach. In Slitere SR, these birds
swallow small stones on the roadside and there are about 50 km of such gravel roads.
Asthe number of birds increases, more birds stay on the roads and some of them have
been killed by cars. It is interesting to note that Black Grouse has a shorter reaction
time to road vehicles — they fly faster when the car approaches. The reaction time of
Capercaillie is slower and the birds are reluctant to fly, especially during spring. In
spring, even roosting males were observed on the roads, but in the autumn groups
of several individuals were noted. During the five-year period (1984-1988), 8 dead
Capercaillies were found on the reserve’s roads in spring and summer, only one
of them female. Capercaillies can be seen on the roadsides in the early hours of
the morning, especially on the Kolka-Ventspils highway. The problem of the loss
of Capercailliec has become more acute now, especially after this motorway was
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asphalted, with many drivers traveling at quite considerable speed (90 and more
km/hour) and being unable to avoid colliding with these birds.

Other ornithological studies and interesting observations in the 1980s

In the 1980s other ornithologists visited the Slitere SR occasionally.
Ornithologists Janis Viksne and Mara Janaus carried out research on feeding flights
of Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) by coloring some part of captured birds
in breeding colonies and at feeding places on mink farms. The results of this study
showed that these gulls fly from Lake Engure toward the Cape Kolka to feed,
flying in one direction up to 80 km from their breeding place. It should be added
that, at that time, the Kolka’s Fish plant disposed of large amounts of fish waste in
a dump in the forest near the village which was visited by many wild animals: foxes,
raccoon dogs, wild boars, and Black-headed Gulls as well.

From 25th to 27th April 1983 E. P&terhofs organized the 17th Plenary Session of
the BBMC in Talsi city to gather leading ornithologists of the Baltic and other Soviet
Republics to discuss topical issues related to bird migration, protection and research
problems. Ornithologists listened to talks on 17 themes, and an interesting discussion
was held on the study of Common Crane (Grus grus) and the possibility for Baltic
ornithologists to participate in an international program for the study of this species.
During the excursions, the participants visited the Slitere SR.

During the autumn migration in August—October 1986, mapping and ringing of
migratory birds at Cape Kolka was carried out by Valdis Roze and other
ornithologists, on the basis of an International Nature Conservation Program
between the USSR and Finland, within the framework of the theme «Bird populations
and their migratory ways». In June 1986, V. Roze proved breeding of Blyth’s Reed
Warbler (Acrocephalus dumetorum) near the Slitere Foestry Building. It was
an interesting observation because in those years the border of the breeding
area of this species was in eastern Latvia, and only few observations were known
in the western part.

In August 1989, Viesturs Klimpins (1937-2019), the best bird photographer in
Latvia, photographed waders in Cape Kolka from a special hide. It should be noted
that Soviet Border Guard soldiers paid particular attention to the hiding place on
the beach, thus regularly disturbing both the birds and the photographer. On 13th
August 1989, at Cape Kolka he observed the largest flock of Dunlin (Calidris
alpina) counted in Latvia — about 1200 individuals. In thirty years, as the influx of
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tourists increased and the habitat of the cape has changed, wader flocks have usually
been seen in small groups, of under 100 individuals.

Birdwatching in the 1990s i @E&
L}

In the early 1990s, along with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the whole
finance system for the study and protection of nature, the research of ornithologists
in Slitere SR dried up. However, all birdwatchers, including foreigners, had the
opportunity to visit the Slitere SR area. On 24th October 1990, ornithologist Maris
Strazds together with two Swedish birdwatchers visited Cape Kolka and noted the
first King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) in Latvia. In the following years,
during the spring and autumn bird migration periods groups of birdwatchers
from Sweden regularly visited Cape Kolka, spending several days there. For example,
a group of six birders stayed there on 28th — 30th September 1991, a group of
thirteen people - on 1st May 1992. Swedish birdwatchers were particularly interested
in visiting the eastern coast of the Baltic Sea, opposite Sweden, to compare coastlines
and to observe migratory birds. Many of these birdwatchers had good knowledge,
experience and ability to distinguish the rarest bird species within the borders of the
Baltic Sea. For example, at Cape Kolka they observed Red-throated Pipits (Anthus
cervinus) on 16th and 24th May 1992. Several Swedish birdwatching groups in
Kolka were led by Latvian rare bird expert Agris Celmins.

In February 1990, the State University of Latvia bought the old semi-manor
house in Kolka, which was used as a summer teaching place for students from
the Faculty of Biology. Lessons were conducted by professor Janis Priednieks and
Vilnis Skuja. Since the late 1990s, Latvian birdwatchers have visited Cape Kolka
regularly, especially during spring migration periods, to observe and ring birds.
For many of them, visiting this place during spring bird migration for decades has
become a tradition.

Due to the strict Soviet border regime until the 1990s, annual wintering waterfowl
counts were limited, but later the coast near Cape Kolka was regularly visited by
birdwatchers. It should also be noted that in February 1992, for the first time
a survey of wintering birds was carried out off the coast of Latvia by a Danish
research vessel, noting significant concentrations of wintering seabirds farther from
the coast.

From 1988102003, asurvey of beach birds was conducted along the coast of Latvia
to study the amount of and reasons for mortality, to track the impact of oil pollution on
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seabird populations, including live bird counts, collecting information on abundance
and concentrations throughout the coast. This project was led by Aleksejs Kurockins,
who carried out a survey of coast within the Slitere SR for the first time from 9th to
10th November 1990. In the following years birdwatchers regularly made similar
counts on the Northern Kurzeme coast, collecting valuable information on the
number and mortality of sea birds and land birds. In February 1993, an oil spill off the
coast of Latvia resulted in the mass death of seabirds from the pollution. At the
shore at Kolka on 11th February 1993, 113 dead birds were found on a 1.5 km long
beach: 64 Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra), 48 Long-tailed Ducks (Clangula
hyemalis) and a Diver (Gavia sp.). A month later, 11 Common Scoters (Melanitta
nigra) and Long-tailed Ducks (Clangula hyemalis) were found there — all with oil
products on the bodies. It was found that eventually thousands of birds died as the
result of oil spill, with their dead bodies regularly being washed up.

Ornithological activities and birdwatching in Siitere NP
in the last two decades

Ornithological activities in Cape Kolka have increased since 2000, when the
birdwatching movement became popular in Latvia, and many local birdwatchers
began using telescopes, modern bird identification books and personal transport.
From that time, some local and foreign birdwatchers could be found at Cape Kolka
on every spring holiday. Around this time, there was also an increase in local
faunistic observations, which could easily and relatively quickly be posted on the
Internet. As a result, information about the occurrence of some rare and difficult to
identify species has increased, such as Pallid Harrier (Circus macrourus), which
migrates through Cape Kolka in the second half of April.

Strong autumn storms in 2001 altered the Cape Kolka habitat, destroying the
dunes and the wet bay of the Gulf of Riga, including some stone buildings from
Soviet border guard structures on the Irbe Strait side. These changes reduced the
ability to observe birds that had previously perched on reeds in the valley or fed on
dunes at the cape. During the period 2003-2006, ornithologist Juris Kazubiernis
(1940-2016) conducted spring bird migration monitoring at Cape Kolka for some
groups of priority species, which were included in the European Council’s Birds
Directive annexes of international conventions and Latvian national legislation.
For example, from 2nd April to 18th May 2003, 26 species of birds (birds of
prey, owls, pigeons, etc.) were counted. He also counted migratory birds in the
following years. In 2020, the author of this book from a base of more than 5,000
bird observations in Kolka, prepared a review of 253 migratory species, including
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phenological information and largest counts, between 2006 and 2018. Also, 10
resident bird species could be included in this list. It should be mentioned that the
following species/subspecies of birds were observed for the first time in Latvia
directly at Cape Kolka: Pied Wagtail ssp. yarrellii (2008), Steppe Eagle (4quila
nipalensis) (2009), Common Nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos) (2013) and
Radde’s Warbler (Phylloscopus schwarzi) (2013).

During the period from 2000 to 2004, fieldwork was undertaken for the Second
Latvian Breeding Bird Atlas, counting all nesting birds in 5x5 km squares, with
many records made in the territory of Slitere NP. Between 2007 and 2008, censuses
for the Breeding Bird Atlas of Slitere NP were carried out, counting all birds in
smaller squares (1x1 km). As a result, 135 species of birds were listed as breeders
or potential breeders. In 2010, after a prolonged period, ornithologists could visit
KolkaLighthouseIsland, where theynoted Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) breeding;
in later years, numbers of these breeding birds increased (in 2015, there were 52 nests).

Between 2006 and 2020, ornithologist Helmuts Hofmanis worked at Slitere
NP. During these years, he carried out extensive ornithological work, collecting
information on Slitere NP’s birds, counting coastal wintering waterbirds, and
organizing special counts of Capercaillie (7etrao urogallus) and Black Grouse
(Lyrurus tetrix) at leks, finding the Bazu Mire to be the largest Black Grouse lek
site in the Baltics. He counted European Nightjars (Caprimulgus europaeus) in the
breeding period, counted breeding birds at the coastal part of the Slitere NP, searched
forand inspected nests of rare birds of prey, and participated in monitoring programms
for other bird species. As a certified expert, he participated in implementing planned
management measures for the conservation of specially protected bird species.
H. Hofmanis led birdwatching tours and other events, published scientific and
popular-scientific articles, and presented a bird research at Slitere NP at scientific
conferences in Latvia and abroad. For several years, during the winter months,
H. Hofmanis carried out observations of birds from a hide at a special feeding point,
focusing on the reading of ringed specimens of White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus
albicilla). For example, six rings were read in 2009 — four were ringed in Estonia, one
in Lithuania and one in Finland. In February 2013, together with an environmental
filmmaker Maris Maskalans he observed an eagle with an old Estonian ring, which
was ringed as a chick at the nest on the Saaremaa Island in May 1989. At the time
of observation, the eagle was 24.5 years old, placing it among the oldest individuals
of this species in Europe!

In 2010, the Nature Protection Plan of Slitere for the period up to 2020 was
prepared with the participation of ornithologists Helmuts Hofmanis, Antra Stipniece
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and Janis Priednieks. In order to mitigate the negative effects of increasing tourist
influx throughout the Slitere NP area, over the past decade the administration has
created many landscaped trails, car parks and billboards.

In the last decade, ornithologists around the Baltic Sea have not only actively
ringed birds, but also equipped them with various types of satellite transmitters to
obtain more detailed information on migratory routes, feeding and resting places.
Lithuanian ornithologists tagged several Common Scoters (Melanitta nigra) with
transmitters; the birds stayed in the Irbe Strait near Latvia. In February 2012,
a signal from one bird expired at the Kolka seaside. Lithuanian colleagues asked
to find the transmitter, so in early March, when the snow fell, a group of local
ornithologists searched Cape Kolka’s forest for several hours, suspecting that
a large number of dead ducks had been removed from the seaside by foxes. Several
bird-remains were found, including Herring Gulls (Larus argentatus), two Long-
tailed Ducks (Clangula hyemalis) and four Rock Doves (Columba livia), as well as
three Red fox dens. About 100 meters from the shore, ornithologists found feathers,
tail and bone fragments of Common Scoter near the fox den. Finally, Vladimirs
Smislovs found a precious transmitter on the ground! The device was sent back to
Lithuania and reused.

In 2014, a 16-meter-high birdwatching tower was opened to visitors in Kolka,
proving to be a great place for tracking and photographing migratory birds of prey
during the spring months. It is a good tradition for Slitere to organize scientific
conferences where nature scientists and all interested people exchange news on
current and historical events and research in the Slitere NP. The first such event took
place in 1980, the last ones in 2013 and 2018.

~
-
Breeding birds }ﬂ

Breeding is a vital part of a bird’s life. Due to the diversity of habitats and land-
scape complexes, many species of breeding birds are found in the territory of
Slitere NP. According to the Breeding Bird Atlas of Slitere NP (2007-2008), a total
of 135 bird species were found: 77 species with proven breeding, 23 species with
reliable breeding and 35 species with possible breeding status.

Forest birds. There are various categories of forests, some of which are

characterized by high biodiversity, particularly in the «Blue Mountains» and the
«Swedish Forest». Coastal pine forests are also rich in birds. Many species of bird
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breed on the ground, some in vegetation, on scrubs and trees (branches and cavities),
while other species use man-made structures like nest boxes or artificial nests. Among
the interesting breeders of the Slitere NP, we would mention Three-toed Woodpecker
(Picoides tridactylus), one of the rarest woodpecker species in Latvia. After the
widespread fire in and around Bazu Mire in the summer of 1992, these woodpeckers
appeared in large numbers in the forests around the marsh, as many insects could
be found within burnt wood. This little woodpecker is relatively quiet, breeding in
holes it excavates, often in dry (including partially burnt) trees, but chicks are quite
loud in the nest when begging to be fed. Ural Owl (Strix uralensis) has been noted as
apermanent resident of Kolka’s and Vaide’s forests since 2010. The population of this
species is mainly in the eastern part of Latvia, the breeding area border is slightly west
from Daugava River. Where did these owls in the north of Kurzeme come from? The
birds are thought to have moved from Estonia via Saaremaa Island. This owl feeds
on small animals like mice, breeding in large tree cavities or in large nests of birds
of prey. Only in a few places in Slitere NP forests one can meet or hear the king of
the forest — Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo). These birds make their nest on the ground or in
special artificial nests, feeding in the night, hunting birds and other animals mostly
on the seashore. The presence of this owl in the forest or in the dunes can
also be revealed by the remains of its prey — bird feathers or large pellets.
By studying the composition of pellets, researchers can determine which animals
were killed and used for food. It should be noted that large pellets are also
characteristic for birds of prey and gulls.

Insummer evenings and at dusk, when walking along the forest, you can sometimes
hear and see Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus). In the dark, these birds hunt insects
with large open mouths, flying quickly between trees, sometimes landing on the road.
The Slitere NP forests provide an excellent habitat for this species — from Kolka to
Mazirbe (20 km), there is a relatively high breeding density, more than 20 counted
individuals. This bird nests on the ground, in a small depression. During the day,
Nightjars lie on the branches of the trees, perfectly masked by a brownish coat.
Even when you notice a branch on which a bird has landed, it is sometimes difficult
to see it, so skilful is its camouflage! Nightjars spend half a year in Northern
Kurzeme, wintering in Africa. The scientific name for this species is ‘Caprimulgus’,
meaning «suck milk from goats». This name came about a long time ago, when
people imagined that these birds sucked goat milk with their wide-open mouths
when circling a herd of goats at twilight. In fact, they catch insects flying around
the goat feces.

In sping, you can hear the calls and song of Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola)
in the forests. When leaving the wintering grounds, Woodcocks rush to occupy
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the territories, which they patrol by twilight and night, flying over and issuing
characteristic whistles, warning competitors that the area is occupied. This bird also
breeds on the ground, laying 3-4 eggs. In May 2010, ornithologist H. Hofmanis
found a nest with 5 eggs (an atypical case) in the Slitere NP. In the autumn, the
Woodcocks fly away, staying for the winter in Latvia only rarely.

In April and early May, Black Grouse (Lyrurus tetrix) males concentrate on leks.
These attentive birds can be heard in the forests and meadows, because they make
distinctive loud noises when lekking. Females gather at these places and choose the
strongest male. Nests are located on the ground in forests. After leaving the nest,
chicks walk and run on their own in search of food and can be spotted in the forest,
sometimes in the countryside and at roadsides. During the cold months of the year,
Black Grouse feeds on the buds of birch, alder and other trees. The hunting of this
species is prohibited in the territory of Slitere NP.

Birds on the coast. The beach and dunes of Northern Kurzeme’s coast are
important breeding and feeding grounds for several bird species. Little Ringed
Plover (Charadrius dubius) is a typical breeding bird on the seashore, depending on
the width of the beach and other factors (such as anthropogenic disturbance);
these small waders prefer the beach or sand dunes for breeding. Unfortunately, the
numbers of these birds in Slitere NP have declined significantly in recent decades,
as the presence of humans and dogs during the breeding season disturbs them
greatly. Chicks are led from the nest and raised on the beach and in dunes.
An important role in the survival of these waders is played by scattered dry wood,
where chicks hide from the sun and carnivores. Unfortunately, tourists often
collect these branches for bonfires, thus reducing the habitat’s suitability for birds.
In the dunes, White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) also breeds on the ground, feeding
on tiny insects on the beach. Tawny Pipit (Anthus campestris), a protected bird
species listed in Appendix I of the European Union Birds Directive, breeds there
as well. Walking along the seashore, these birds can easily be recognized by their
appearance and characteristic song.

In May-July on the coast you can observe two species of ducks with their chicks.
Goosander (Mergus merganser) builds nests and hatches eggs in the cavities of large
trees, but then moves with small chicks to the nearest river or the nearby seashore,
where they feed on small fish and rest on the beach. The largest duck in Latvia,
Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna), nests in various man-made structures in coastal fishing
villages, placing the nest under wooden sheds, under boats and in basements of
houses. After hatching chicks, they move to the seaside where they spend the next
months. Unlike other duck species, in which only the female stays with chicks,
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both sexes of Shelducks remain and take care of the chicks until autumn.
It is interesting to note that both of these duck species also take responsibility
for other families; sometimes two or more hatchings (up to 50 chicks at a time)
come together in a ‘nursery’. Several parents (females and both partners) allow other
adult birds to occasionally rest and gain strength outside the hatchery. Goosanders
stay in Latvia for the winter, while Shelducks fly to Western Europe to winter.

Birds in human settlements. Some species breed close to humans, in buildings
and other structures (such as electric poles), and in gardens and lawns near homes. Such
typical birds are Rock Dove (Columba livia), House Sparrow (Passer domesticus),
HouseMartin(Delichonurbicum),Hooded Crow (Corvuscoronecornix)andBlackbird
(Turdus merula).InKolka, youcan find Black Redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros), which
can easily be recognized by its characteristic voice and song; and it sings throughout
the day, from early morning until late at night, sometimes singing even in late autumn.
Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) has learned to live with humans since the 1970s,
nesting on roofs. In recent years, in Kolka village chicks or young birds of these
gulls can be seen on the roofs of buildings, especially at the harbour.

Courtyards with large stones/blocks are used by Wheatears (Oenanthe oenanthe);
when humans come close, these birds jump on the stones and whistle warnings. One
of Latvia’s most exotic birds, Hoopoe (Upupa epops), also lives close to humans,
inhabiting man-made structures and wooden buildings. Despite their bright coat and
average size, these birds do not try to catch people’s attention; they feed quietly on the
ground in search of their favourite food item — European mole crickets. These birds
breed in tree cavities, nest-boxes, and in various holes in wooden buildings. After
the young birds leave the nest, they can be observed in gardens: 1 or 2 adult birds and
2—-4 young birds, which can be distinguished by their feathers. Collared Dove
(Streptopelia decaocto) is one of the most beautiful pigeons living in Latvia; singing
males can be heard and noticed on wires or trees in villages in northern Kurzeme,
for example, Kolka.

Meadow birds. Slitere NP has several meadows and many fields, used for
agriculture. Corncrake (Crex crex) males can be heard «twisting» during May and
June, mostly in the evenings and at night. These birds need short grass, so there are not
many places where they can be found. Corncrakes feed on earthworms, variousinsects,
sometimes on small frogs, seeds and parts of plants. The nest is laid on the ground
and males are not involved in breeding after mating. This species likes to move
on foot, even a disturbed specimen tries to run away and hide in the grass, flying
away only rarely. These birds are long-distance migrants, spending the winter in
central and SE Africa, migrating at night. In the past, there was even a belief that
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Corncrakes return on foot from Africa to their breeding sites because people had not
seen them in flight during daylight.

One of the atypical inhabitants of Kolka’s «USi» backyard area and its
surrounding is Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix). These birds usually live in larger
fields, but some pairs are regularly present, and they breed in backyard areas. These
birds may be accidentally encountered on the roadsides or in the dunes near Cape
Kolka. Grey Partridges do not fly long distances, spending most of their lives on the
ground. During cold winters, many of these birds die, but in some places, people
help them by feeding grain and clearing some snow from the area so that the birds
in search of food can reach the ground. Another typical resident of the countryside
is Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio), which can usually be seen at the top of a
shrub — on its hunting tower — overlooking grasshoppers, lizards and smaller birds.
At the end of the summer, shrikes hunt in groups with their young birds. A quite
common bird of prey in the countryside is Marsh Harrier (Circus aeruginosus),
which breeds in wet places such as lakes and ponds but flies to the fields to hunt for
small mammals and birds. It flies slowly, gliding over a field or roadside, but when
potential prey is located, it dives with its long legs forward and, if successful, rises
from the ground with the prey.

Mire birds. Latvia is rich with mires, but the pride of Slitere NP is the unique Bazu
Mire. It is a place where Merlin (Falco columbianus) breeds, feeding on small birds
and insects by hunting them over the marsh and nearby open woodlands. The nest is
locatedinthe old nests of otherbirds, mostoften Hooded Crow (Corvus corone cornix).
It should be noted that these crows have gradually moved from mires to breeding
areas closer to humans, and therefore Merlins have encountered difficulties in
establishing theirnestsites. There are even cases where nests were made on the ground.
When a human is near a breeding site, birds actively fly over screaming. In such
cases, it is better to leave the place without undue interference. By paying attention to
humans, Merlinsmay overlook the presence ofanotherpredator,suchasRaven(Corvus
corax), whichmay eateggs or chicks. Despite their small size, Merlins are brave and, if
necessary, attack even large eagles driving them out of their area. Considering other
birds of prey which are directly associated with the bogs, Short-toed Eagle
(Circaetus gallicus) should be mentioned. This species specializes in hunting for
snakes, sometimes even lizards, frogs and birds. The snake is swallowed whole with its
head forward. Among the waders typical for raised bogs, there should be noted
a Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria), which nests in the marshes of the bog. Their
chicks move around the bog in search of small insects for food, under the care of both
parents. This species is easily recognized by the characteristic, rather loud cry of
excitement issued by the parents as you approach the breeding area. From the early
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1980s, Bazu Mire has had 5-8 pairs of these plovers. The Great Grey Shrike (Lanius
excubitor) is also a typical inhabitant of raised bogs, but outside the breeding season
is more often observed on agricultural fields, choosing wire, fencing and signposts
as lookouts. They feed on large insects, tiny mammals (such as mice) and small
birds, either eating the game at once or storing larger prey on sharp twigs to eat later.
Outside the breeding season, the Great Grey Shrike habitually stores food in these
larders. Bazu Mire has the most significant concentration of Black Grouse (Lyrurus
tetrix) leks in the Baltic States; for example, 66 males were counted on 19th April
2009.

A ;,;.M_w
Bird migration — a nature show "‘( |
N

Latvia is crossed by the so-called «White — Baltic Sea Bird Migration way»,
which is used every year by millions of birds of more than 270 species, mostly
in spring and autumn. The migratory period is the best time for experienced
birdwatchers to spot from a single point and recognize by voice up to 100+ bird
species during a day. Migratory birds fly on a wide front, each species with its
own behaviour and phenology, depending on such factors as distances, wintering
areas, breeding season phenology, etc. The migration period for different species
ranges from some weeks to 3—4 months. Migration is a difficult and dangerous
time in a bird’s life, influenced by many factors, such as meteorological conditions
throughout the flight, the ability to find enough food to store energy and restore the
fat needed for long distance flights. Success depends on a bird knowing where it can
safely stop to feed and rest, and luck not to be eaten during the flight. There are many
dangerous places and conditions on the flyway, including man-made environmental
pollution and built structures (wires, lighthouses), bird-hunting areas, birds of prey
and predatory mammals.

Bird migration along the Latvian coast is pronounced, as the sea is a natural
barrier for many species that choose to fly overland. In spring, migratory birds are
concentrated in Northern Kurzeme, but migration on this route is less pronounced
in autumn. One of the most difficult crossing places for birds is the Baltic Sea, since
the nearest land from Cape Kolka, excluding Kolka Lighthouse Island, is 32 km SW
in a straight line to Saaremaa Island. The nearest land for birds moving NE is Ruhnu
Island (35 km) and the Estonian West coast (93 km).

Dangers for migratory birds. Land birds try to fly over the land, where they can
stop and rest when needed. There is a very small such chance for tired birds flying over
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long distances above the open sea; often birds rest on ships at sea or on small islands
such as the Kolka Lighthouse Island. The Baltic Sea is relatively small, but millions
ofland birds cross it every year in varying weather conditions. Gulls often try to catch
small birds in flight over the sea, aware of their inability to take off from the water.
Drowning of many birds in the Baltic Sea can be confirmed by searching the beaches
during migration periods. There you can find up to dozens of thrushes, larks, finches
and other small bird wings and tails, even on small stretches of beach. For example, on
30th April 2011, 501 beached bird remains were found along 16 km of coast (1 to 78
birds per 1 km of coastline, 31 birds on average) of 27 species. These comprised 142
Song Thrushes (Turdus philomelos), 74 Redwings (Turdus iliacus), 67 Chaffinches
(Fringilla coelebs), 43 Blackbirds (Turdus merula), 40 Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris) and
42 Robins (Erithacus rubecula). The stream of migratory birds is followed by birds
of prey, especially Sparrowhawks, which actively hunt migrants along the way.

Spring migration. In Northern Kurzeme, migration begins in early February,
when some species start to return to their breeding areas. The first spring migrants
are Skylark (Alauda arvensis), Woodpigeon (Columba palumbus), Lapwing
(Vanellus vanellus), as well as waterfowls — ducks, geese and swans. Conversely,
when typical spring weather is delayed and the winter is prolonged, the first arriving
migratory birds are unable to find enough food and are forced to return. At the end
of March, there is usually a peak in the flow of the first migrants in Cape Kolka.
Until the end of May, when the last migrants arrive, most species are migrating from
wintering areas in Africa with a regular turnover of new species. The maximum
number of migratory bird species is at the end of April.

Autumn migration. Autumn migration for some species begins already in June
and July, when non-breeders and breeders with young birds gather in flocks and fly
over short distances to find the best feeding and resting places. In July, migration of
some species of waterfowl can be observed near Cape Kolka, where they find good
feeding places. From the beginning of July, a large number of migratory waders
arrive on the coast of Latvia, reaching the peak in August and September. Unlike
spring, there is less pronounced land bird migration in Cape Kolka in the autumn,
as some birds concentrate on the SOrve Peninsula of Saaremaa Island and cross
the sea towards Ovisi. Only with westerly winds, some of these migrants also do
reach Cape Kolka over the sea and continue southwards along the coast. The largest
number of migrants in Cape Kolka can be observed in September.

Day and night migrants. Most birds migrate during daylight hours, but there

are also many species that move in the dark: grebes, geese, bitterns, corncrakes,
thrushes, robins, and typical night active species such as owls, nightjars and other.
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Ornithologists count nocturnal migratory birds by observing them with a telescope
against a full moon background, or with special spotlights. Some of these migrants
can be identified by flight calls without seeing the birds themselves. For example,
Bitterns (Botaurus stellaris) make distinctive sounds communicating with one
another in flight.

sh
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Migratory birds in Slitere NP =%~

Divers and grebes. These birds are relatively common on the seashore, skilfully
catching small fish underwater with sharp beaks. Divers breed mostly on inland
waters in Northern Europe but spend considerable time outside the breeding season
in the Baltic Sea where they feed relatively far from the coast. Four species of divers
have been observed in Latvia, two of them are quite common — Black-throated
Diver (Gavia arctica) and Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata). They can be seen in
the Northern Kurzeme coastal area, less frequently — in summer months. The spring
migration peak for these two species coincides with that of other northern breeding
birds that migrate en masse shortly before the snow melts in the northern tundra,
beginning in late April and continuing throughout May. After breeding, from late
September they arrive and stay for winter in the Baltic Sea. Two very rare species —
Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) and Yellow-billed Diver (Gavia adamsii) have
occasionally been observed offshore at Cape Kolka (in January, May and July). Of
the five species of grebes that occur in Latvia, the most common is Great Crested
Grebe (Podiceps cristatus). Outside the breeding season, from September to May,
they can be observed on the coast of Northern Kurzeme at high concentrations (up
to 500-800) during the autumn months, but in spring they gather in smaller numbers
(up to 50). Up to a few dozen of these grebes also spend the winter here if the sea is
not frozen. The other 3 species of grebes — Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena),
Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps auritus) and Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) — are
quite rare in the seas of Northern Kurzeme.

Geese. There are nine geese species in Latvia, but two of them are mostly found on
the coast. Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) wintering sites are located in W Germany
and the Netherlands, while breeding — in Estonia, Finland and northern Russia. This
species migrates in massive numbers (population ca. 100°000) along the coast of the
Baltic Sea and partly over land. The first migrants in Latvia are observed in March, but
they are most numerous in May, when up to several thousand can be counted in many
small flocks during the day. For example, on 20th May 2009, 7,035 Barnacle Geese
were counted in two hours. In autumn, the first geese are seen in mid-September,
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reaching a peak at the end of the month when around 600-1000 individuals can
be counted in a day, with the last migrants noted in mid-November. Brent Goose
(Brantabernicla)over-wintersin WandN Europeancountries(ranging fromDenmark,
population ca. 200°000); in spring they move to the north of Russia along the
western coast of the Baltic Sea. Therefore, Brent Geese are very rarely seen in the
spring, but during the first half of the summer, 1-4 individuals can be found regularly
on the Latvian coast. These birds are quite tame, allowing birdwatchers to approach
them up till ten meters. Brent Geese are more common on the Latvian coast in
autumn, when up to several hundred individuals migrate during a day; for example,
on 24th May 2013 ca. 1000 Brent Geese were counted Cape Kolka is the best
observation place for this species during autumn migration in Latvia!

Waterfowl. Millions of waterfowls — swans, geese and ducks — migrate every
year along the northern coast of Kurzeme, where 24 species (of 28 found in
Latvia — 85%) are observed. The most common of our swans, Mute Swan (Cygnus
olor), can be seen here relatively regularly. These birds often fly along the coast and
pass Cape Kolka, crossing the Gulf of Riga or the Irbe Strait. Less often, swans
descend to the sea to rest and after a while continue their journey. Two yellow-billed
swan species, Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) and Bewick’s Swan (Cygnus
columbianus bewickii), can be observed almost everywhere in Latvia during
migration, including the Kurzeme coast. Swans often fly with their families —
«white» parents and «grey» young birds. The best time to watch migrating swans
from Cape Kolka are March, April and October.

Typical species of ducks on the Baltic Sea are Long-tailed Duck (Clangula
hyemalis), Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) and Velvet Scoter (Melanitta
fusca). For these species, the Irbe Strait is a very important feeding and resting place,
where they spend time from August to May. At the peak of spring migration
(the second half of April and first half of May), up to ten thousand of these
ducks can be counted at Cape Kolka during the day. Two other species of sea
ducks, Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) and Eider (Somateria mollissima),
are found here regularly, but are not so numerous, gathering in flocks from a few
dozen to a few hundred individuals. Other duck species fly in much smaller numbers,
often far from the shore and often in mixed flocks. Very rare species of ducks
can sometimes be found on the sea near Cape Kolka as well, such as King
Eider (Somateria spectabilis) in 1990 and Steller’s Eider (Polysticta stelleri) in
2006 and 2008.

Birds of prey. So far in Latviam 29 species of raptor have been observed, of which
24 species (82%) have been found at Cape Kolka. This place is the best for watching
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spring migration of birds of prey in Latvia! The geographical location of Cape Kolka
at the Northern tip of land produces a «bottle-neck» for migratory birds. The most
numerous species are Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus) (up to 5,000 per season, with
a daily record of 390), Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) (up to 3,000-—4,000, daily
record of 200) and Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus) (2,000-3,000, daily
record of 103). The remaining species comprise from 3,000 to 4,000 birds
per season. The total number of birds of prey flying through Cape Kolka during
spring is estimated to be around 13,000-16,000 during the season from early
March to late May. In autumn, migration is not apparent, as many birds of prey
fly from Estonia to the S-SW, concentrating on the Sorve Peninsula of Saaremaa
Island, and from there they fly over the sea directly to Ovisi.

Birds of prey have two migratory flight tactics: the first group of species (hawks,
harriers, falcons, kites, osprey) fly in all weather conditions from early morning to late
evening, and the second group of species (buzzards, eagles) wait for the temperature to
rise, usually from 10am, thus consuming less energy for crossing the sea. The number
of migratory birds of prey at Cape Kolka depends on the meteorological and feeding
conditions. Occasionally, after a few rainy days, there is a greater influx of migrants
than during prolonged periods of warm days and favourable weather conditions for
migration. There are also differences in the phenology of fights, with Finnish and
northern Russian populations crossing Cape Kolka in mass in late April and May in
anticipation of snow melting in their nesting areas, while breeding populations in the
Baltic Sea region arrive much sooner. Therefore, migratory specimens of the same
species can be observed at Cape Kolka for a period of two to three months. The
largest raptor, White-tailed Eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), feeds on various waterfowls
and gulls while staying in the coastal forests for a longer period. It is interesting to
watch an eagle hunt — an eagle flies low over the sea when there are hundreds, even
thousands of ducks and other waterfowls on the water. Only in such circumstances
can a birdwatcher see how many birds are on the sea, as parts of the flocks cannot
be seen from shore. If the eagle is lucky, it returns to land with prey.

Waders. A total of 43 wader species have been found in Latvia, mostly during
the warm season. Our country’s climate allows only a few species to over-winter,
such as Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus) and Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola),
which live a hidden way of life in frost-free ditches, springs and canals with faster
water movement, but sometimes due to fast changes in weather conditions not all
of them survive until spring. All other species of waders over-winter in the southern
and western parts of the Baltic Sea and in Western European countries, some of them
in Africa as well. Twenty species of wader breed in Latvia, with the other observed
only during migration periods. Waders are social birds, often living in flocks from
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a few to several hundreds, in some places up to a few thousand individuals gather
at the same time. Many species like to spend time at large wetlands such as lagoons
and wet floodplain meadows. The largest of such places are located in Germany,
Poland, Lithuania and Estonia, much less in Latvia. Migration of waders often takes
place among the best feeding places; because these birds can cross considerable
distances in one flight without stopping, many of the migrants fly over relatively
small Latvia in just a few hours. Under adverse conditions, some migrants are
forced to land to feed, wait for the storm to pass, or rest. Between 2006 and 2018,
30 species of wader were observed at Cape Kolka (70% of the Latvian total), some
of them breeding on the beach or in the forests and mires in Slitere NP, while others
occur only during migration periods. Larger flocks of flying waders have been
observed in spring, when birds migrate in a more concentrated way than in autumn.
Some of the waders flying along the Latvian coast of the Baltic Sea turn behind
Ovisi towards the Saaremaa Island, therefore they do not cross the shore of Slitere
NP. Among the most numerous migratory waders are Curlew (Numenius arquata),
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) and Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus), all of
which nest in large areas of Estonia, Finland and Russia. In flight, these birds give
distinctive calls, so it is easy to hear them and notice the flocks flying.

Crane. Tens of thousands of Common Cranes (Grus grus) fly through Latvia
every spring and autumn. Cranes attract people’s attention with their large size, loud
screams and habit of forming flocks. In spring, flocks of cranes are regularly observed
at Cape Kolka, and before crossing the sea Cranes fly around the cape, line up and
then take off. In the spring, the first migrant flocks are seen by the end of March and
early April, reach a peak in mid-April (the local record is a count of 3,975 Cranes
on 15th April 2012), and continue until the second half of May. Autumn migration
peaks in September, when around 500—-600 migrating cranes can be counted in one
day.

Gulls and terns. These birds are an integral part of our seashore. The coastal
waters of Northern Kurzeme are an excellent feeding ground for gulls and terns, as
the shallows are rich with small fish. The Kolka Lighthouse Island and the piers of
the Kolka Harbour offer good resting places for them. Of 29 species of gulls and
terns recorded in Latvia, 22 species (75%) have been noted on the seashore in the
Slitere NP. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) can often be seen resting on the beach
in flocks or flying along the coast in search of beached fish, such as flounders. Some
of these birds fly long distances to feed, following fishing trawlers, while others
learn to live near humans, feeding on waste. Several pairs of these birds breed on the
roofs of Kolka’s Harbour. The slightly smaller Common Gull (Larus canus) feeds
mainly on the high seas, but during storms spends time on the Northern Kurzeme
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coast, gathering in flocks of up to 400. In spring, the smallest gull Little Gull (Hydro-
coloeus minutus) migrates along Cape Kolka. Adult birds have a black head and
underside of the wings, but are otherwise white and light grey, with red legs.
These birds also feed far out over the sea, catching small fish, invertebrates and
zooplankton from the water surface.

Sandwich Terns (Thalasseus sandvicensis) breed on the Estonian coast, but they
are regularly seen in relatively large numbers in the coastal part of Slitere NP before
and after breeding (April-May and July-September). These birds feed on tiny fish
which they hunt in the shallows. The Northern Kurzeme coast is an important area
for this species. For example, along the coast from Kolka to Mazirbe (20 km) 344
Sandwich Terns were counted on 4th August 2001, and 500 migrating birds were
counted from Cape Kolka on 23rd September 2013. Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne
caspia) is also found on the shore of Slitere NP quite regularly, especially in April
and May, also from August to early October. This species migrates on a wide front
across Latvia, with the highest concentrations observed in inland waters rather
than on the coast. Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) is common from early April to
mid-October, and Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) can be seen in small numbers,
migrating through Slitere NP coastal area during spring and post-breeding periods.

Skuas and auks. It is difficult to observe both groups of these seabirds from the
shore as they mostly hunt offshore. Four species of skuashave been found in Latviaand
all of them have been observed from the coast of Slitere NP. These birds do not like to
hunt fish themselves, but steal from gulls, terns and auks. Scientifically, this behaviour
is called kleptoparasitism. Skuas patrol the feeding grounds of these birds, watching
which bird flies with prey and attack the victim until the bird leaves the prey and the
skua collects it. Birdwatchers observe these birds from the shore using telescopes; in
rare cases they fly closer. The most common is Arctic Skua (Stercorarius parasiticus),
which is regularly observed along the Northern Kurzeme coast during migration
periods, in spring from April to early June, with a peak in the middle of May. In the
post-breeding period, the firstarriving skuas are observed from mid-July and the lastin
early October, most numerous in the second halfof September. The best way to observe
these birds is from a ship 5-10 km from the coast, where up to 10—15 individuals can
be seen at the same time during migration. Two other rare species, Long-tailed Skua
(Stercorarius longicaudus) and Pomarine Skua (Stercorarius pomarinus), have been
seen at Cape Kolka in May and September to November. In September 1983, the rarest
ofthe four, Great Skua (Stercorarius skua), was seen in Slitere NP: one sick individual
was caught at the seaside at Vaide. It should be noted that even experienced bird-
watchers may not always be able to identify the skuas species, especially if the bird
is observed in flight far from the shore.
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There are three species of auks observed annually in the Latvian coastal area,
but they prefer to stay at sea at least a few kilometres from the coast. The best time
to observe these species from Cape Kolka is from late October to early November,
when they migrate in large numbers through Irbe Strait from their breeding areas in
northern Europe to wintering areas in the SW Baltic Sea. The largest count of
Razorbill (4lca torda) from Cape Kolka was of 1,280 on 4th November 2017.
Far fewer are seen in the spring, but in recent years 1-2 pairs have bred on the rocks
of Kolka Lighthouse Island, displaying agitated behaviour and visibly
nervous when visited by birdwatchers. Another regularly observed species is
Guillemot (Uria aalge), but only small numbers are observed, with a maximum
of 4-6 per day. Even more rarely seen is Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) with
only a few individuals (1-5) observed at Cape Kolka between the end of March and
mid—April and then early November.

Pigeons. In spring, all five pigeon species found in Latvia fly through Slitere NP.
Rock Dove (Columba livia) is found mostly resident in urban areas throughout the
year, although some individuals migrate. Wood pigeon (Columba palumbus) crosses
Cape Kolka in large numbers in late March and throughout April. During a day, up to
a few thousand of these pigeons can be seen, flying in small flocks, but the record day
count will not be easily matched, with 16,250 Wood Pigeons counted on 16th April
2011! In total, more than 50,000 pigeons can be expected to cross Cape Kolka during
spring migration period from late March to late May. Stock Doves (Columba oenas)
fly with Wood Pigeons individually or in small groups, mostly seen in early spring,
reaching a peak in March, with a record count of 242 on 18th March 2012. Collared
Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) has been seen in small numbers during migration in
April and May (up to 8 birds); in a few years, some pairs have stayed to breed in
Kolka village. Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) arrives to Northern Kurzeme from
wintering grounds in Africa in late April. This species has been declining
rapidly in Europe in the last decade and is less frequently seen during the migration
period, being found at Cape Kolka from late April to late May, with a peak in the
first half of May.

Owls. These nocturnal birds are very rarely observed during the day, the only
exception being Short-eared Owl (A4sio flammeus), which often hunts in daylight
and can be observed in wet meadows and coastal dunes. Long-eared Owl (4sio
otus) is the most common of the migratory owls in Latvia, seen especially on
migration, and rarely staying in winter. In Northern Kurzeme, both of these owls
migrate in greater numbers in March and April, with a peak in March. Tengmalm’s
Owl (degolius funereus) also migrates along the Latvian coast, but in smaller
numbers. Other species of owls found in the Slitere NP — Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo),
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Ural Owl (Strix uralensis), Tawny Owl (Strix aluco) and Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium
passerinum) — are partly local birds, but some individuals, mostly young, migrate
for short distances. There are two other species of owl that have historically been
observed in Slitere NP: Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus) and Hawk Owl (Syrnia
ulula) are both very rare visitors during spells of cold weather.

Crows. Hooded Crow (Corvus corone cornix), Rook (Corvus frugilegus) and
Jackdaw (Corvus monedula) are medium—sized birds that are easily recognizable
during migration, often flocking in mixed groups flying with loud calls. In spring, all
these species pass in large numbers over Cape Kolka in March, while more distant
breeders are more frequently observed in April. In autumn, migrants stream along
the Saaremaa Peninsula straight to Ovisi, resulting in much smaller numbers of
migratory crows passing through Cape Kolka. Magpie (Pica pica) is also
a partly migratory species, with up to a few hundred individuals migrating
north in spring, crossing Cape Kolka. Similarly, Raven (Corvus corax) is partly
a local bird, but young birds and non-breeders tend to migrate for several hundred
kilometres from their native areas. The rarest of our crows, Carrion Crow (Corvus
corone corone), has also been seen at Kolka; this is a quite common species in
Western Europe (west from Poland), but some individuals migrate through Latvia,
for example, 1-2 birds have been observed in Kolka during the seven spring seasons
since 2005.

Land birds. Many terrestrial passerines migrate over the Slitere NP. Millions
of more than 110 species fly through Cape Kolka every spring! These mostly
comprise common and widespread species of finches, thrushes, swallows, pipits,
tits, buntings, etc. These birds are the bulk of the stream of migrants, concentrated
in Cape Kolka’s forests and crossing the sea en masse. In autumn, the numbers
of these birds are much smaller, but with strong westerly winds, more of these
birds reach the cape and then fly along the coast to the south. Recently migrants
have been observed in Kolka even in the first half of winter, for example, during
the warm winter of 2000-2001, Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita) and Woodlark
(Lullula arborea) were observed.
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Rules for birdwatchers

Today Slitere NP is a popular place for active and passive recreation, nature
enjoyment and birdwatching. Within this nature reserve, tourists are provided with
a wide range of infrastructure and resources (trails, billboards, booklets, etc.) to
help them find and reach the most interesting places in the park and to get positive
emotions while going on nature excursions. In order to preserve the unique nature,
avoid unnecessary disturbance of birds and other tourists, each area has its own
recommendations for successful birding.

Worth remembering:

% Slitere NP has several protected areas with restricted access. Visitors should
familiarize with them when planning routes so that the penalty imposed by the
inspector on offenders is not a sad surprise. There could also be restrictions on
parking the vehicle, such as bans on dune access.

=%~ Try to minimize disturbance of birds at breeding, feeding and resting places. It
is better to observe them from a distance using optics — binoculars, telescope,
or video/photo cameras with zoom. During the breeding season, from May to
July, at the seashore you should pay attention to any birds looking agitated
and calling conspicuously; most likely the nest or the chicks are nearby, so it
is advisable to leave the area straight away. Birding must be done in silence,
so that much more can be heard and seen without disturbing other tourists and
birdwatchers.

=%~ Asthe number of tourists increases, some of them leave waste, including remains
of food. It should be remembered that some of this can be dangerous to wildlife,
even ordinary polyethylene bags and other packaging from food. Therefore, all
that is brought must be taken with you or left in specially equipped areas. It
would also be desirable to collect wherever possible dangerous objects on the
coast and in other places, like pieces of fishing nets and hooks to reduce the risk
to wildlife.

=%~ All beached dry pieces of wood should remain on the beach as they serve as
home to many insects and serve as hiding and camouflage places for birds
breeding on the seashore. Use of this wood for fires is not permitted. Staying
near the seashore during the bird breeding season, it is recommended to move
closer to the water’s edge to reduce disturbance of breeding birds.

104

::‘?x It should be remembered that Bazu Mire, which is a regulated regime area, an
only be visited from 1st August to 31st January.

=%~ Tourists walking with dogs should remember to keep the dogs on a leash, not
allowing them to run freely, so as not to disturb the animals, especially during
the breeding season (May—July).

=%~ Don’t forget to share your bird observations on the website «ww.dabasdati.lv»,
where hundreds of Latvian and foreign birdwatchers leave valuable information
on the birds they encounter. This data repository is also used by researchers and
reserve managers, providing protection regimes for valuable areas.

Following these simple suggestions, birdwatchers and other tourists would
greatly reduce bird disturbance during excursions, which allows us to preserve
significant, but also fragile, biodiversity in this unique corner of Latvia. These
natural values attract both domestic and foreign tourists, providing opportunities
for mental and physical relaxation and self-education, gaining positive emotions
—observing plants, birds and animals, and contributing to the development of local
tourism. Following this simple model of interaction will benefit both tourists and
all animal and plant species living in Slitere NP, which will in turn benefit the local
population.
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Putnu veérosanas vietas Centralaja Baltijas jiiras regiona Birding hotspots in the Central Baltic area

Arta Kriamina
Projekts «Putnu sparni»
Project «Baltic wings»

Putnu veroSana Baltijas jiras
regiond ir laba nodarbe jebkura
gadalaika, ar ipasi iespaidigu mi-
graciju pavasari un rudeni. No
aprila lidz jinijam zosis, brideji un
gvirbulveidigie putni migre cauri
Sai teritorijai. Rudent migracija uz
dienvidiem parasti notiek pa vienu
un to pasu marSrutu, daudziem put-
niem atpiiSoties un barojoties gar
piekrasti. Putnu migracija apvie-
no Centrala Baltijas jiras regiona
valstis kopeéjos centienos pasargat
Sos putnus. Esi laipni aicinats
baudit putnu véroSanu mieriga un
skaista atmosfera.

The birding within the Baltic Sea
area is good during all seasons with
particularly impressive migration in
spring and autumn. From April to
late June, geese, waders and pas-
serines migrate through this area.
In autumn, the southbound migra-
tion follows mostly the same route,
with many birds resting and feeding
along the coasts. The bird migration
connects the countries of the Central
Baltic Sea area in a shared respon-
sibility to protect these birds. You
are very welcome to enjoy excellent s ’
birding in peaceful and beautiful A "
surroundings. f;

Centralas Baltijas juras programmas 2014-2020 regions
Central Baltic Programme 2014-2020 region
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@ Vede sala, Zviedrija

Vede sala (Skatudden rags un Ronnskdr-
sudde dabas rezervats) ir izcila vieta, lai
petitu migrejoSos putnus. Pavasari tiiks-
toSiem dazadu zosu, zvirbulveidigo put-
nu un plésgjputnu var noverot diezgan
tuvu krastam. Visspilgtakais notikums ir
rudens migracija, kad septembrT un okto-
br1 putni celo no austrumiem lidz Zviedri-
jas krastam cauri Alandu salam. Nemot
vera, ka arT putni no Sibirijas, Krievijas
un Somijas izvelas $o marSrutu, pari
Baltijas jirai var vérot lidojam dazadu
sugu Tpatnu tikstosus.

@ Kekara, Somija

Kekara ir salu arhipelags ar senam putnu
véroSanas tradicijam. Pavasarl var sastapt
lidz pat 250 dazadam putnu sugam, lidz
pat 140 sugam iesp&jams redz€t viena
apmeklg&juma laika. Uzmanibas cienigi ir
pirmie putni, pieméram, pikpiles agraja
pavasari un gargales maija otraja puse.
Vasara var noverot kuplu skaitu riesto-
joso ragaino dikuru un svitraino kauku.
Rudeni, no augusta beigam I1dz oktobrim,
notiek sezonala zvirbulveidigo putnu,
plés€jputnu un jlras putnu migracija.
Ziemas perioda te parziemo jiiras putni
un vietgjie putni.

@ Fisingena ezers, Zviedrija

Sis ezers atrodas dienvidos no Arlandas
starptautiskas lidostas, un to iecienijusi
daudzi Gidensputni. Ezera ziemelu krasta
ir arT mitraji, kur ganas lopu ganampulki.
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Viddo island, Sweden

Skatudden together with the nearby
Ronnskérsudde on the island Vaddo are
excellent places for studying migrating
birds. In springtime thousands of different
geese, ducks, passerins and raptors can
be spotted at close distances. The most
spectacular event is the autumn migration
when in September and October birds
travel fromthe east passing over Aland
to the Swedish coast. Since the birds from
Siberia, Russia and Finland also choose
this pathway, a lot of different species in
thousands and thousands can be observed
swooping over the Baltic sea.

Kokar, Finland

Kokar is a archipelago with a long
tradition of bird watching. In springtime,
you can see over 250 different bird
species, and maybe up to 140 on one trip.
The highlights are the first coming birds
like Eiders in early spring and Divers in
the second half of May. In summer, you
can see breeding birds, extended amount
of Slavonian Grebes and Barred Warblers.
In autumn, from late August to October,
the common autumn migration of
passerines, birds of prey and seafowl
takes place. In winter, seafowls and local
birds overwinter here.

Lake Fysingen, Sweden

This lake is situated just south of Arlanda
international airport, and it is favoured by
many waterfowls. There are also cattle-
grazed wetlands along the north shore of

Sada kombinacija piesaista daudzus mi-
gréjosos putnus gan pavasari, gan rudeni.
Ziemelrietumu krasta ir uzstadits putnu
verosanas tornis, bet gar rietumu krastu
cauri niedrajiem ir ierikota taka, ko var
izmantot arT invalidi. Putnu daudzveidi-
ba piesaista ari pleés€jputnus, pieméram,
juras ergli, kas ligzdo tuvuma eso$aja
meza. Pie ezera, un it TpaSi migracijas
perioda, var novérot daudz retu sugu.

Vorbergas virsotne,
Zviedrija

Sis maksligi uzbertais kalns atrodas
Stokholmas priekspilséta. Tas sasniedz
90 metrus virs juras ITmena, to izmanto
daudzi migrgjosie putni ka orientieri cela
no ziemeliem vai dienvidiem. Malarena
ezera tuvuma esosie Udensceli piesaista
arT migréjosos tdensputnus, tadgjadi put-
nus Seit var verot visu cauru gadu. Kalna
virsotne labos laikapstaklos nodroSina
360 gradu skatu I1dz pat 20 km taluma.

@ Hijuma sala, Igaunija

Hijuma sala ir lielisks punkts, kur pétit
putnu migraciju pavasara un rudens peri-
oda. PavasarT (aprilis-maijs) un rudent te
var verot tiikstoSiem Gidens putnu. Maija
pirmaja nedela debesis ir pilnas ar migre-
josiem Gidens putniem, un no ritiem biezi
gadas noverot 11dz pat 50 000 lielus bangu
pilu barus. Migracija rudeni var biit vél
intensivaka, kad desmitiem tiikstoSu tadu
tdens putnu ka zosis, dzerves un aus-
trumu celotajputni, lidojot gar piekrasti,
priec€ entuziastiskos putnu verotajus.

the lake. This combination attracts a lot
of migrants both in spring and autumn.
There is a birdwatching tower in the NW
shore and a handicap adjusted trail along
the west shore along the reed beds. The
diversity of birds also attracts raptors e.g.
the white-tailed sea eagle nesting in the
nearby woods. There have been a lot of
rare birds showing up around the lake,
epecially during migration periods.

Varbergstoppen hill,
Sweden

This artificial hill is located in the suburbs
of Stockholm. The top rises 90 m high
above the sea level and is used by many
migrating birds as a beacon on their way
north or south. The waterways nearby
the lake Milaren also attract migrating
waterfowls, so birdwatching at this spot
can be rewarding nearly year around. The
top offers a 360-degree visibility for at
least 20 km in fair weather conditions.

Hiiumaa island, Estonia

Hiiumaa island is excellent spots for
studying the migrating birds passing close
by in spring and autumn. Thousands of
waterfowls can be spotted during April-
May and in autumn. In the first week of
May, the sky can be filled with migrating
waterfowls, and 50 000 surf scooters are
not an unusual sight in the early morning.
The autumn migration can be even more
intense with tens of thousands of water-
fowls and geese, cranes and many easterly
vagrants entertaining eager birdwatchers
standing along the coastline.
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Matsalu Nacionalais
parks, Igaunija

Parks ietver Matsalu lici un ta piekras-
ti, Kasari upes deltu un gandriz 50 salas
un salinas, ko no visam pusém apskalo
Viinameri jiira. Seit ir viena no svariga-
kajam tdens putnu atpiitas teritorijam
starp Arktisko un Rietumeiropu, ta ir Ista
putnu milu paradize. Matsalu ietver 4000
hektaru plaso Kasari plavu, kas ir Eiro-
pas lielaka palienu plava un svariga ligz-
doSanas vieta griez€m, ormaniSiem un
kikutiem.

@ Landsorta sala, Zviedrija

S nelidzena sala arhipelaga dienvidu
pusé ir pazistama ka viena no labakajam
putnu migracijas vietam, kur atrodas ari
putnu gredzeno3anas centrs. ST ir pirma
sauszeme, ko redz putni, lidojot no Balti-
jas juras uz dienvidiem, uz salas esosa
baka palidz putniem nonakt lidz Land-
sortai naktl. Pateicoties tas stratégiski
izdevigajam izvietojumam, dazkart uz
salas var noverot vairakus tukstoSus zvir-
bulveidigo putnu.

Kolkasrags, Latvija

Kolkasrags ir Kurzemes pussalas talakais
ziemelu punkts. Raga izvietojums rada
lieliskus apstaklus, lai vérotu migr&josos
putnus pavasara migracijas sezona, kad
tie lido uz dienvidrietumiem. Saja perioda
uz raga var vérot «pudeles kakla» efektu,
kad putni pulcgjas kopa vienuviet pirms
lidojuma pari Rigas juiras licim uz Igauni-
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Matsalu National Park,
Estonia

The park includes the Matsalu Bay and
its coastline, the Kasari River delta, and
nearly 50 islands and islets, along with the
surrounding Véinameri Sea. Here are one
of Europe’s most important waterfowl
resting areas between the Arctic and
Western Europe, it is a true paradise for
bird lovers. Matsalu is home to 4,000
hectares of Kasari meadow, Europe’s
largest preserved flat meadow, which is
an important nesting site for corn crake,
spotted crake and great snipe.

Landsort island, Sweden

This rugged island in the southern part
of the archielago is known as a top bird
migrating place that also has its own
ringing station. It is the first land that the
birds see when coming from the south over
the Baltic sea, and the lighthouse helps
to guide birds to the Landsort at night.
Because of the island’s strategic location,
sometimes thousands of passerins can be
seen foraging on the island.

Cape Kolka, Latvia

Cape Kolka is the furthest northern point
of the Courland peninsula. The location
of the cape creates good conditions for
watching the migratory birds during the
spring migration season, when birds fly
to the south-west. In this period, one can
observe a «bottleneck» effect at the cape,
where the birds flying above land gather

ju. Ne visi putni uzdrikstas Skersot juru
uzreiz, un $ada kavésanas pirms gara cela
palielina putnu koncentraciju raga teri-
torija. Kolkasrags ir labaka vieta Latvija,
lai v&rotu juras putnus, it ipasi rudent, kad
sauszemes putnu plisma pari ragam nav
tik intensiva ka pavasari. Seit bridgjput-
nus ir iesp&jams sastapt pat vasaras vid.

@ Narsholmenas dabas rezervats,

Zviedrija

Narsholmena tiek déveta par zviedru sa-
vannu tas plasas ganibu ainavas d€] — ar
tipiskiem, akacijam lidzigiem kadikiem.
Putnus Seit var vérot visu gadu. Pavasart
migréjosas gargales, piles un bridéjputni
dazkart lido pavisam tuvu bakai, kas ir
lieliska putnu veroSanas vieta. Vasara
krasta var satikt avozetas, kuitalas un
zirinus. Rudens migracijas perioda, inten-
sivakajas dienas tiikstosi baltvaigu zosu ir
gandriz pratam neaptverami.

Hoburgens, Zviedrija

Gotlandes dienvidrietumu gals ir labaka
putnu v€roSanas vieta sala. Hoburgena
ainava ir elpu aizraujo$as, ar dabiskam
kalkakmens kolonnam un plasiem ska-
tiem uz jiru. Pati migracijas veroSana
ir pasakaina — zosim, pilém un alkiem
Skersojot So teritoriju cela no ziemeliem
vai dienvidiem. Ir vérts apmeklét art
nelielo gredzenoSanas centru.

before setting off across the Gulf of Riga
towards Estonia. Not all birds dare to
cross the sea at once, and such hesitation
before the long journey increases the con-
centration of the birds in the area around
the cape. Cape Kolka is the best place in
Latvia to watch the sea birds, especially
in autumn, when the flow of terrestrial
birds across the cape is not as intense as
in spring. Here, you can come across the
waders even in the middle of summer.

Narsholmen Nature reserve,
Sweden

Nérsholmen is called the Swedish
savannah because of the open, grazed
landscape with the typical under-grazed
junipers resembling acacias. Nérsholmen
is good for birding in all seasons. In spring
migrating loons, ducks and waders will
pass, in the summer avocets, curlews and
terns may be found along the shores. The
autumn migration of tens of thousand of
barnacle geese is almost overwhelming
during peak days.

Hoburgen, Sweden

Hoburgen in the south-west is the best
birding spot on Gotland where many
migrating birds arrive or leave the island.
The landscape is spectacular with the
limestone cliffs and open landscape with
views over the sea. The migration is
magnificent with geese, ducks and auks
passing on route north or south at a good
spotting distance. The small ringing
station during migration is well worth a
visit.
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@ Karlso salas, Zviedrija

Maza un liela Karslo (Lilla un Stora
Karlso) ir vienigas salas Baltijas jura, kur
pavasara un vasaras perioda riesto melno
alku un lielo alku kolonijas. Stavas klin-
tis gar salas piekrasti veido fantastisku
skatu, un plasas plavas flora salas vida
ietver daudz dazadu orhideju.

@ Lausvikena licis, Zviedrija

Lausvikena licis (Gotlandes dienvidaus-
trumos) ir Ipasi iecienita vieta starp mi-
gréjoSiem brid&jputniem, pilém un zosim,
un desmitiem tiikstoSu baltvaigu zosu,
kas barojas tuvuma esosas plavas, vai ari
atpusas Iicl. Jalija un augusta, atkariba no
fidens ltmena, licis var biit loti labveliga
vieta brid€jputnu veroSanai un, it Tpasi,
mazakam SpibiSu sugam. LicT atrodas
divi putnu v@rosanas torni.

@ Stokvikenas dabas rezervats,
Zviedrija

Stockvikenas dabas rezervats (Gotlandes
dienvidos) sastav no divam dalam: Inre
Stockviken ezera, kur pavasari var verot
piles, un Yttre Stockviken — piekrastes
zonas ar tas brid€jputniem, ziriniem un
pilém. Saja teritorija regulari var novérot
arT €rglus un citus plesgjputnus. Te verot
var ar1 daudzas citas retas un aizsargaja-
mas putnu sugas.
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Karlso Islands, Sweden

Lilla and Stora Karlso islands are the
only islands in the Baltic Sea with
colonies of breeding guillemots and
razorbills during spring and summer.
The steep cliffs along the island’s shore-
lines are a spectacular sight and the open
grassland in the center of the island has
a beautiful flora with many different orchids.

Lausvik bay, Sweden

Lausvik bay (southeastern Gotland) is
especially good for waders, ducks and
geese during migration, with tens of
thousands of barnacle geese feeding in
the fields nearby or resting in the bay. The
bay can be a very good spot for waders,
especially the smaller Calidris species
during July and August. There are two
birding towers with good views of the
area.

Stockviken Nature reserve,
Sweden

Nature reserve Stockviken (southern
Gotland) has two parts: Inre Stockviken
which is a lake with excellent views of
ducks in the spring, and Yttre Stockviken,
the coastline, with its waders, terns and
ducks. Eagles and other raptors are often
seen in the area. Many rare species have
been seen here over the years.
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